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Experts gather in Iraq for oil confer enc e 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Representatives for Western oil companies 
arrived here Friday for an international conference on the future 
of the oil and gas markets, organisers said. About 250 Arab, 
European and Asian experts are due to attend the conference 
Saturday and Sunday in Baghdad, despite the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq when it invaded Kuwait m August 1990. Speakers 
scheduled at the seminar, the first to be hosted by Iraq since the 
1991 Gulf war, include Omani Oil Minister Rashid al Barwani and 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
Deputy Secretary Genera] Rama Salman. The gathering which 
will also look at production costs comes as the U.N. Security 
Council prepares to renew on Monday the oil and trade embargo. 
Taha Hammond, secretary of the Iraqi Oil Ministry, told a press 
conference that the seminar would also look at Iraq’s future role in 
die world oil market once the sanctions are lifted. ‘The world has 
to be aware of the imbalance on the international market caused 
by Iraqi absence” he said. 
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Husseini demands talks on Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AFP) — A senior Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official called Friday for immediate talks with Israel on the 
future of Jerusalem instead of waiting for next year as agreed 
under the autonomy accords. Faisal Husseini said: “We call for the 
issue of Jerusalem to be placed at the top of the agenda of the 
current negotiations since Israel has launched a vigorous campaign 
to Jndaise the holy city in violation of the peace accords.” He was 
talking to journalists as he arrived in Cairo for a conference 
starting Sunday under the banner, “Jerusalem: The City of 
Peace, organised by the Arab League. Mr. Husseini, in charge of 
the Jerusalem file for the Palestinian self-rule authority, was 
accompanied by several leading Palestinian officials and experts 
including the Jerusalem mufti appointed by the authority, Sheikh 
Ekrema Sabri. “The feet that die issue of Jerusalem is to be dealt 
with at talks cm the final status of the occupied Palestinian 
territories does not mean that it cannot be mentioned during the 
current negotiations,” he said. 
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Sahaf In Doha 

, DOHA (AP) — Iraqi Fore- 

ign Minister Mohammad 
* ;Saeed Al Sahaf arrived Fri* 
day on an unexpected visit, 

■ 'the first by a senior Iraqi 
'official to a Gulf Arab coun- 
’*■ try which supported Kuwait 

during die 1990 invasion. Mr. 
'Sahaf was received by 
Qatar’s foreign minister, 
- Sheikh Hamad Ben Jasim Al 
Thani. But there were no 

* . 'statements from either offi- 

- oals. 

.Dollar rallies 

■LONDON (AFP) — Strong 
■U.S. employment figures, 
■trailing expectations that 
■U.S. interest rates might rise, 
underpinned the dollar on 
-Friday but it slipped omi- 
-DOusly in late trading and 
“' ' ' ' dealers said that they ex- 

* - ; nected central banks to act. 

... In Paris dealers said that the 
'U.S. unemployment data had 
not led to “a lasting rally for 
** ; .the dollar.” A dealer at a 

. U.S. bank there said: “The 

markets do not seem satisfied 

• = »* with the unemployment fi- 

j- . gores and the statements 

*. from U.S. officials and are 

how waiting for action from 
the authorities on interest 
rates.” In London the dollar 
dosed at 1.4105 marks from 
AtiSlfa !: s « 1-3900 marks at the dose on 

' 1 “ : Thursday 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
■ Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas on Friday pro- 
tested a Palestinian crack- 
down on its militan ts calling 
for their release and the re- 
turn of their arms. The call in 
a statement came after Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
l jFLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
met U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
assured him of “new mea- 
sures” to fight violence. 
“Hamas calls for the release 
of all innocent detainees ... 
and the return of weapons 
they bought with hard-earned 
money,” the statement said 
citing two members of its 
armed group, Izzedine Al 
Qassam, held about 10 days 
ago. “Stop. the arrests and 
security measures because 
they are not worthy of a 
people who resisted with 
stones." 

Women protest 
Israeli settlements 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — About 200 Israeli 
and Palestinian women de- 
monstrated here Friday 
against the expansion of Jew- 
ish settlements and deman- 
ded the release of 30 female 
Palestinian prisoners held by 
Israel. The woman, who 
gathered at the walls of the 
Old City, held banners saying 
Two states for two peoples” 
n Hebrew and Arabic. They 
ailed for the dismantling of 
he 144 Jewish settlements in 
he occupied territories and 
he establishment of a 
Palestinian state bordering 
in Israel. Scuffles broke out 
vhen Israeli right-wingers 
hrew punches at them and 
attacked a press photo- 
;rapher, smashing his 
amera. Historian Dana 
Solan from Jerusalem’s Heb* 
2 w University, one of the 
.. rganisers of the women’s 
rotest, said it was the first in 
series of street actions 
■ . c - imed at countering the tnfiu- 
nee of rightwingers opposed 
5 the peace process. 

rench diplomat meets 
amas leader in Gaza 

AZA CITY (AFP) — A 
ench diplomat has met a 
nior leader with the Islamic 
esistance Movement 
amas, who voiced satisfac- 
m Friday at the group’s first 
ntact with a Western repre- 
atative. “I had a one-hour 
jeting on Thursday with 
s French vice-consul from 
rusalem, Jean-Christophe 
aucelle,’' Hamas leader 
ad Faluji told AFP. The 
tnch consulate said Mr. 
aucelle met Mr. Faluji in 
■ capacity as a journalist 
d not as a member of 
anas, which spearheads the 
* ned fight against Israel and 
position to Palestinian 
tOnomy. “There was no 
itaa with Hamas," a con- 
ate spokesman said. 


King calls on Rabin to 
speed up peace process 


By P.V. VTvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has called on 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin to accelerate the 
implementation of foe Jewish 
state’s peace accord with the 
Palestine Liberation- Orga- 
nisation (PLO), official 
sources said Friday. 

The sources, who prefer- 
red anonymity, said the 
King’ s call came during t 
meeting he had with Mr. 
Rabin in Aqaba Thursday 
evening. 

The Aqaba summit came 
ahead of a visit to Syria and 
Jordan by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher in 
a bid to advance the Syrian- 
Israeh and Palestinian-Israeli 
track of peace negotiations 
amid what appeared to be a 
breakthrough in poshing file 
Israel-PLO autonomy accord 
forward. 

Mr. Rabin flew to Aqaba 
after meeting Mr. Christ- 
opher in Tel Aviv and his 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat announced af- 
ter a meeting on Thursday 
that they baa set a July 1 


deadline for reaching agree- 
ment on Israeli withdrawal 
from West Bank towns in line 
with the September 1993 dec- 
laration of principles that led 
to autonomy in Gaza and 
Jericho in May 1994. 

The source said Mr. Rabin 
briefed the King on his talks 
with Mr. Christopher and the 
Peres- Arafat meeting. 

Mr. Rabin told reporters 
after returning to occupied 
Jerusalem that he made the 
trip because he hoped Mr. 
Christopher could contribute 
to “strengthening the agree- 
ment with Jordan, and all 
that is connected to the 
American obligation to erase 
Jordan’s debts.” 

Israel Radio said Mr. 
Christopher had assured Mr. 
Rabin the United States 
would f ulfill its financial com- 
mitment to Jordan. 

“Naturally, with Jordan, 
with whom we have a peace 
treaty, and a system of many 
understandings, I thought ft 
was deserving., to come and 
exchange ideas and to see 
how together we can work to 
advance the peace process,” 
said Mr. Rabin. 

Palestinian Economy 
Minister Ahmad Qouriea 


meanwhile called Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti to inform of the 
Peres- Arafat agreement. 

In Aqaba, the King and 
Mr. Rabin also reviewed 
“other issues related to the 
Christopher visit” to the Mid- 
dle East and developments in 
the Jordanian-Israefi track af- 
ter the two countries signed a 
peace treaty in October, the 
sources said. 

“The King threw his 
weight behind the reality that 
something should be done 
quickly to break the stale- 
mate in the peace process 
since time is running out,” 
said one source. 

- “He emphasised that ft is 
most essential that immediate 
measures be undertaken, 
otherwise the consequence of 
a breakdown in the Palesti- 
nian track would affect all of 
us.” the source added. 

According to the source, 
the King also called for 
speedier implementation of 
the provisions of the peace 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel. This meant quicker 
moves towards concluding 
agreements in various sectors 
including trade and trans- 
port. 


Negotiations on trade are 
proceeding at snail’s pace as 
Israel is holding out against 
Jordanian demands for treat- 
ment of its imports to Israel 
in a manner that absorbs the 
huge disparity in the econo- 
mies of die two countries. ■ 

A (haft transport accord is 
almost complete and is await- 
ing some final touches, 
according to officials. This 
accord is expected to enable 
direct transport links be- 
tween the two countries and 
allow the entry of vehicles 
from both sides to each 
other's territory. 

Mr. Rabin agreed with the 
King of the necessity to speed 
up the negotiations on the 
various agreements and sign 
them even before the sche- 
duled deadline of May 10, the 
sources said. 

The Israeli prime minister 
flew aboard a military aircraft 
to Aqaba and the meetings 
were held at the Royal palace 
in the Red Sea port city. 

The previously un- 
announced visit was Mr. 
Rabin’s second to Jordan this 
year. He visited Amman on 
Jan. 12 and said after talks 

'(Continued on page 7) 


RJ planes start using Israeli airspace 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national car- 
rier, started using Israeli airs- 
pace on Friday for its Euro- 
pean flights to and from Am- 
man, officials said. 

They said at least five RJ 
planes used Israeli airspace 
on their outward flights and 
several incoming aircraft 
were scheduled to fly over 
Israel on their way to Am- 
man later in the day. 

Under an agreement- 
reached between the dvii 
aviation authorities of the 
two countries on Feb. 21, RJ 
planes can fly at an average 
altitude of 17,000 feet for a 
trial period of two months. 
The agreement followed the 
signing of a peace treaty be- 
tween Jordan and Israel on 
Oct. 26. 

According to RJ officials, 
the airline is expected to use 
Israeli airspace for about 50' 
flights a week, most of them 
to European destinations 


such as London. Paris, Am- 
sterdam, Frankfort, Vienna, 
Bonn and Rome. 

The agreement was 
reached after several months 
of intense negotiations be- 
tween Jordan and Israel. 

The Israeli transport minis- 
ter, Yisraei Kassar, has de- 
scribed -the agreement as a 
“step that builds peace.” 
Nader Dahabi, president 
and chief executive officer of 
the Jordanian national car- 
rier,. has said the two sides 
would meet again after the 
two-month trial period and 
seek to arrive at a “compre- 
hensive and permanent 
agreement on civil. aviation.” 
:On an average, RJ would 
save about lo minutes of 
flying time on every fright if ft 
uses Israeli airspace. The sav- 
ings could be higher if Israel 
allows a higher altitude than 
17,000 feet, according to in- 
ternational aviation experts. 

However, the very proxim- 
ity of the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport to Israeli 
airspace makes 17,000 feet “a 


suitable level of free ascent 
and descent for RJ flights," 
accor di ng to an expert. 

Tfce’n&v; corridor for RJ 

flights th:ojgh Israel begins 
above the Dead Sea and pas- 
ses near occupied Jerusalem 
and- over Ben Gurion airport 
in Tel Aviv before entering 
the Mediterranean sky. 

The corridor has been 
approved by the Internation- 
al Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion (ICAO), RJ officials 
said. Air controllers of Jor- 
dan and Israel opened a 
direct link on Thursday. 

No such “corridors" ever 
existed in view of the state of 
hostilities between Israel and 
the Arab states since the 
creation of the Jewish state. 

It was not immediately 
known whether other airlines 
flying direct from European 
airports to Amman would use 
Israeli airpace or whether 
Israel, which maintains that 
high-altitude flights would in- 
terfere with its air force train- 
ing flights, was ready to offer 
them overflight rights. 


Meanwhile, informed 
source? said Israel and Saudi 
Arabia were discussing the 
use of Saudi airspace by 
Israel’? El'AI airlines. “The 
talks are in advanced stages 
and Israel expects an agree- 
ment with Saudi Arabia 
soon,” said one source. 

Securing overflight rights 
from Saudi Arabia would en- 
able El Al to cut short its 
flight times to Asia and the 
Far East, including Bombay, 
Bangkok, Peking and Tokyo, 
by flying through Jordanian 
and Saudi airpaces. 

According to the source, 
Israel expects El Ai to start 
using Saudi airspace in sum- 
mer, perhaps as early as 
April -May. , 

Saudi Arabia has not pub- 
licly commented on the nego- 
tiations with Israel, but is 
believed to be hesitant to 
allow overflight rights to the 
Jewish state before substan- 
tial progress is made in the 
Syrian-Lsraeli track of peace 
talks. 


Israelis lift naval 
siege of Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Israel’s navy lifted a month- 
long blockade of South 
Lebanese ports after U.S. in- 
tervention but tension stayed 
high on Friday as one person 
was killed ana at least seven 
injured in clashes, officials 
said. 

Fishermen put out to sea 
on Friday without danger of 
attack, after Israeli gunboats 
halted their patrol of waters 
just off the ports of Tyre, 
Sidon and Sarafand, the 
Lebanese army said. 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri, referring to the end of 
the blockade during U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s peace tour of 
the Middle East, charged 
Israel was playing games to 
divert attention from its 
occupation of the south. 

“Nothing justified this 
blockade. Israel imposed it 
just to be able to lift it again 
and create the illusion of 
having made a concession to 
the United States,” said Mr. 
Hariri. 

He said the United States 
was being reduced to “the 
role of fireman instead of 
concentrating on the crux of 
the problems.” 

“Israel lifted the sea block- 
ade,” Mr. Hariri told Reuters 
during an interview in Beirut. 
“I would like to thank Mr. 
Christopher for his efforts (to 
have the blockade lifted)." 

“This is an Israeli habit, 
they create the problem, so 
we talk to the Americans, the 


Americans talk to the Israelis 
and then they solve the prob- 
lem. 

“We thank the Americans 
and the Americans thank the 
Israelis and it is part of Mr. 
Christopher’s mission to 
solve this problem (created) 
by Israel a few weeks ago.” 
Mr. Hariri added. 

The move was -aimed at 
easing tension in South Leba- 
non during file U.S. envoy’s 
Middle East tour aimed at 
pushing forward the peace 
process. 

But one man was killed 
and seven injured Friday in 
shelling and a rocket attack is 
and on the fringes of Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone” 
in South Lebanon, security 
officials in the region said. 

A 68-year-old man died in 
retaliatory shelling of Had- 
datha village after a guerrilla 
attack on a post held by the 
Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia in- 
side the zone. 

Police said six other peo- 
ple, all aged over 60, were 
injured by mortar fire from 
inside the zone as they made 
their way to the attacked 
SLA post in Beit Yahun. 

Hizbollah guerrillas on 
motorbikes earlier fired 
rocket-propelled grenades at 
the post, injuring one SLA 
militiaman , security officials 
said. 

Waves of Israeli fighter- 
bombers broke the sound 
bauier over South Lebanon. 


U.S. tells Israel, Syria 
it is time to make peace 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher underlined 
to Israel and Syria on Friday 
that the time to make peace 
lies in the “crudal” months 
ahead. 

“Unquestionably the next 
few months are a crudal 
period," Mr. Christopher 
announced before taking bis 
message to Damascus on 
Sunday. 

Israel has fixed 1995 as a 
deadline for a breakthrough 
with Syria, Israeli elections 
are slated for November 1996 
and the government says it 
will no longer be able to 
make concessions as cam- 
paigning begins. 

“This is a time when im- 
portant decisions will have to 
be taken by both countries,” 
Mr. Christopher warned 
upon his arrival on Thursday. 

“They must accelerate the 
process,” the envoy added. 
“It is a vital time to make 
progress. We must revitalise 
this process." 

Mr. Christopher, who 
made seven Middle East 
shuttles in 1994 with no real 
progress between Israel and 
Syria, flies back to Israel on 
Monday for follow-up talks 
with Pnme Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

In Syria, the ruling party 
newspaper AI Baath pre- 
dicted that the new mission 
“will not produce any better 
results than the previous 
ones.” 

“The peace efforts will not 
succeed unless Israel is con- 


vinced that its peace and 
security cannot be achieved 
at the expense of other peo- 
ple’s rights,” the daily said. 

The two sides disagree 
over the timing and scope of 
a planned Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Rabin has refused a 
total withdrawal from the 
Golan but offered a small- 
scale pullback over a period 
of 30-36 months. 

However, he lifted his re- 
cent pessimism on Thursday 
saying: “I basically look 
ahead with great confidence 
that we’ll move ahead. We 
are capable and we want to 
achieve peace with Syria." 

Israeli officials have said 
their national elections set for 
1996 have made time of the 
essence on the Syrian track. 
Talks have been hamstrung 
for more than three years. 

Syria insists Israel commit 
to return all of the Heights. 
Israel will not detail the with- 
drawal it foresees until Syria 
sets out its terms for a future 
peace. 

Israeli Ambassador to 
Washington Itamar Rabino- 
vich, ala) Israel’s chief nego- 
tiator with Syria, said on Fri- 
day there was a. chance 
Israeli-Syrian political and 
security talks suspended since 
December could resume. He 
emphasised security issues. 

“The essence of me idea of 
the coming together of the 
(army) officers from both 
sides reflects recognition by 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat gestures to after their 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher as wirephoto) 

they walk past a Palestinian honour guard 


hi Gaza on Friday (AFP 


New life is injected into 
self-rule talks— Christopher 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
have reenergised autonomy 
negotiations after setting a 
new target date, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said here Friday. 

“I am convinced that new 
life has been injected into 
negotiations,*’ Mr. Christ- 
opher said after meeting PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“Yesterday's talks have 
reenergised the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
given an opportunity to move 
toTward," me envoy told re- 
porters at Mr. Arafat’s 
Mediterranean seafront 
offices in Gaza Gty. 

Israel agreed Thursday for 
the first time to discuss army 
redeployment outside built- 
up Palestinian areas on the 
West Bank and set a deadline 
of July 1 to complete the 
negotiations. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres also announced a series 
of measures to speed up the 
implementation of autonomy 
following two hours of talks 
with Mr. Arafat. 

However, the PLO chair- 


man played down progress. 

“The meeting was posi- 
tive," the PLO leader told 
the faithful at midday prayers 
in a Gaza City mosque before 
seeing the U.S. secretary. 

“But we didn’t arrive at 
any concrete results concern- 
ing the two main issues: the 
election and the redeploy- 
ment.” 

Mr. Peres described the 
accords as a breakthrough 
and Mr. Christopher saluted 
what he called the “unblock- 
ing" of the talks after months 
ofjdeatdlock. 

Under file 1993 declaration 
of (principles for autonomy, 
redeployment was due to be 
completed to allow elections 
to Jake place by last July 13. 

A senior U.S. official said 
Mr. Arafat concentrated on 
the election issue in talks with 
Mr Christopher. 

“His greatest single focus 
was the election. He wants 
the election to take place as 
soon as possible," file official 
stressed. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said: “We 
have made progress on every 
issue and the army redeploy- 


ment is now a question of 
time.” 

However he added, “ev- 
erything depends on the 
security measures taken by 
the PLO.” 

Mr. Arafat said after meet- 
ing Mr. Christopher his 
forces thwarted 10 “terrorist” 
attacks in an effort to meet 
Israel’s terms for progress in 
their peace deal. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking to 
reporters after the 90-minute 
meeting, said: “We suc- 
ceeded in foiling 10 terrorist 
attempts and we arrested 
than and they are in jail. 

“This has been conveyed 
to the Israelis, but nothing 
has been mentioned in the 
mass media.” 

Mr. Christopher said: 
’’Chairman Arafat has 
assured me he has taken steps 
to pre-empt tenor." 

Mr. Christopher said both 
sides had gained from Thurs- 
day’s as agreement. 

r ‘For Palestinians that 
means rapid implementation 
of the process leading to re- 
deployment (of Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Agreement 
reached on 
Copenhagen 
statement 

COPENHAGEN (Agencies) 
— Delegates from 184 states 
reached agreement Friday on 
the text for the final declara- 
tion on eradicating poverty 
that is to cap the U.N.’s 
first-ever summit on social 
development 

The document, which in- 
dudes a statement of prinri- 
ples and a plan of action, is to 
be approved over the 
weekend by the summit, 
attended by 115 heads of 
state and government. 

The final text is not binding 
on governments but indudes 
a series of pledges and re- 
commendations. tor action in 
the battle against poverty, 
unemployment and poor so- 
cial conditions, such as child, 
labor. 

Key sticking points were a 
U.S. -Caban dispute over 
economic embargos and dif- 
ferences between the United 
States and developing coun- 
tries over clauses that stres- 
sed human and environmen- 
tal rights but could have been 
interpreted as a brake on 
development of industry. 

Summit committee Chair- 
man Juan Somavia told re- 
porters that the draft resolu- 
tion was “basically finished” 
with only the wording of a 
clause on the logistics of de- 
velopment still to be final- 
ised. 

said the conference’s 
declaration of war on poverty 
was a radical departure from 
previous approaches to the 
problem. 

“I truly believe this is a 
historic commitment. We 
have been talking about tink- 
ering with poverty — what 
we are saying here is that 
poverty should not exist,” the 
Chilean U.N. 


ambassador 


said. 


West Bank lawyers 
vote in JB A election 


*By Amy Anderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Voting in Jor- 
dan Bar Association (JBA) 
elections was uninterrupted 
Friday although West Bank 
lawyers defied an instruction 
from Minister of Justice 
Hisham Al Tal and took part 
in the balloting. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether the elections 
would -be declared null and 
void because of the West 
Bankers participation. 

At feast 150 of the 236 
West Bank members in the 
2,700-ptus strong JBA had 
indicated their intention to 
vote before Friday’s voting 
started. It was not known 
how many of them actually 
voted before polling closed at 
7 p.m. 

The ruling against their 
participation came in line 
with Jordan’s disengagement 
from the West Bank in 1988 
in response to a request by 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Mr. Tal 
said last week. 

In meetings with repre- 
sentatives of West Bank 
lawyers, Mr. Tal reiterated 
this stand and cautioned that 
the elections could be illegal 
if they took part. 

The minister relayed his 
instructions that West Bank 
lawyers be removed from the 
JBA roster to the JBA presi- 
dent, Kama! Nasser, early 
last week. It drew rejection 
from Mr. Nasser, who de- 
scribed it as “an interference 
in the bar association’s 

affair s.” 

Lawyers here interpret the 
minister’s move as an effort 
to curtail the association’s 
“active" campaigning against 
normalisation of ties with 
Israel in line with the 
Jordaman-Israeli peace trea- 
ty of Oct. -26; 

They contend that a major- 
ity of lawyers and Jordanian 


society oppose the treaty and 
that as a popular association, 
the JBA should continue to 
resist normalisation. The 
JBA has set up a special 
committee to “fight norma- 
lisation," and the association 
by-laws forbid its members 
from cooperating with Israeli 
lawyers and courts. 

The government has been 
cautioning all professional 
associations, which served as 
political forums between 
1957 and 1993 when political 
parties remained outlawed in 
Jordan, against engaging 
themselves m politics and to 
restrict tbemserves into their 
immediate responsibilities re- 
lated to the professions they 
represent. Since Jordan 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in October 1994, pro 1 
fessional unions and associa- 
tions are feeling the pressure 
to back off more than ever. 
But, said one lawyer from 
one of Amman’s largest law 
firms, “this decision has 
made us more politicised 
than ever.” 

Minister Tal defended his 
position throughout the week 
saying that those lawyers liv- 
ing in the West Bank “had 
lost their citizenship" when 
Jordan disengaged from the 
West Bank. “This derision 
was according to the law,” 
the minister told the Jordan 
Times during Friday’s elec- 
tions, which were held at the 
Professional Associations 
Complex. “We must abide by 
the law and the sovereignty 
of file state.” 

“This is not in any way an 
interference in the union’s 
professional work,” the 
minister said in comments 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. “My decision 
not to allow the West Bank 
lawyers to participate in elec- 
tions is a reassertion of Jor- 
dan’s official position to lend 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Jordan plans national 
panel to discuss 
stand on NPT 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan plans to 
form a national committee 
entrusted with discussing Jor- 
dan's position concerning the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) which will 
come under review by the 
United Nations in April, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Friday. 

Mr. Kabariti told the Jor- 
dan Times that the panel’s 
task would be to present Jor- 
dan's position vts-a-vis the 
signing of the accord amid 
Arab division over the issue 
which is causing a diplomatic 
row between Israel and 


Egjg. 


Jordan bas not yet com- 
mitted itself to a definite or 
an indefinite extension of the 
NPT pending consultations 
with Arab parties and the 
Non- Aligned Movement,” 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

The foreign minister said 
that Jordan, which is a signa- 
tory to the NPT, will make its 
final decision after consulta- 
tions with the Arab League 
ministers expected to meet in 
Cairo on March 22 to be 
followed by consultations 
with the Non-Aligned Move- 
meat. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
results of Jordan's consulta- 
tions would be submitted to 


j Hussein for 
the final decision. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Maguid visited Arab coun- 
tries last month for talks 
aimed at reaching a joint 
Arab stance on signing the 
extension of the NPT, but 
Arabs remained divided in 
their positions towards the 
issue, with Egypt refusing to 
endorse an extension of the 
NPT without Israel’s accept- 
ance to join the signatories. 

Also, a meeting between 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and Egyp- 
tian President Hosnj Mubar- 
ak in Cairo Thursday failed 
to diffuse the Egyptian- 
Israeli conflict over die issue. 

Reports from Cairo said 
that Mr. Christopher seemed 
to adopt Israel’s point of view 
on the issue as he told repor- 
ters that comprehensive 
peace in the region is the 
cornerstone for increasing 
confidence building measures 
for parties involved in the 
Middle East peace process, 
thus supporting Israel’s posi- 
tion concerning the signing of 
the NPT. 

Israel says that it wQl only 
sign the NPT. a move consi- 
dered by Tel Aviv to be a 
confidence building measure, 
when comprehensive peace 
in the region is attained. 


to 


Israel says its refusal 
the treaty is a security- 
ited decision as the Jewish 
state believes that threat 
from regional parties can 
only be eliminated when a 
comprehensive regional 
peace is attained, 

Arab League experts, 
meeting for two days last 
month, failed to agree on the 
text of a draft treaty on elimi- 
nating weapons of mass des- 
truction in the Middle East in 
the hope that an Arab 
League draft treaty would 
press ure Israel into signing 
the NPT, which they say 
Israel refuses to sign for fear 
of having to open its installa- 
tions for inspection by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

Israel has never acknow- 
ledged possessing nuclear 
weapons, though western ex- 
perts say it has around 200 
nuclear warheads. 

Jordan's October 1994 
peace treaty with Israel, 
however, commits both sides 
to participate in “the creation 
in the Middle East of a region 
free from weapons of mass 
destruction, bou convention- 
al and non-convention al , in 
the context of a comprehen- 
sive, lasting and stable peace 
thus dominating the pos- 
sibilities of any row over the 
issue with Israel. 


‘No turning back from Algeria polls’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
presidential elections set for 
this year in trouble-hit Alger- 
ia will go ahead, Algerian- 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Sal ah Dembri pledged in an 
interview . 

“The holding of presiden- 
tial elections is a political 
project from which there is 
no turning back and they will 
be held before the end of the 
year.” he told the Saudi daily 
AJ Asharq AJ Awsat. 

The minister also said 
Algerian President Lamine 
Zeroual could meet his 
French counterpart Francois 
Mitterrand during the U.N. 
social development summit 
being held in Copenhagen. 

“There is nothing prevent- 
ing such a meeting now that 
the causes of dispute have 
been eliminated,” Mr. De- 
mbri said. 

Fran co-Algerian relations 
became strained last Febru- 


ary when France called for a 
European conference on the 
situation in Algeria. Algerian 
officials condemned the call 
as interference in their inter- 
nal affairs. 

Algeria has “good rela- 
tions with Paris at tins stage,” 
Mr. Dembri said. 

Another Algerian minister 
charged that a number of 
foreign countries were 
financing Algeria’s outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), without naming them. 

The minister-delegate in 
the interior ministry responsi- 
ble for local authorities, 
Nouradine Kasdali, said in 
Bonn that the FIS was receiv- 
ing help from “certain fore- 
ign countries that Algeria 
helped in the past.” 

“With our friends, we are 
seeking to develop policies 
that will make these countries 
see that they axe not doing 
themselves a favonr by 


financing this type of Islam 
which could turn against 
them,” be added. 

“There is an Islamic inter- 
national which is seeking to 
impose new religions ideas.” 
said the minister, who was 
beginning a five-day visit to 
Germany at the head of a 
delegation including the gov- 
ernors of the four biggest 
Algerian cities. Algiers. 
Anuaba, Constantine and 
Oran. 

In Paris, the FIS demanded 
that Belgium free a top FIS 
official detained last week in 
a round-up of suspected ex- 
tremists resident there. 

The FIS parliamentary de- 
legation said it was “shock- 
ed’’ by reporters of the arrest 
of Sheikh Ahmad Zaoui “as 
well as other political re- 
fugees by the Belgian author- 
ities ... he (Zaoui) is one of 
the most important personali- 
ties in the. FIS leadership. 



CARBOMB: Wives of Algerian poJfoetneo and their chil- 
dren look at a police bousing complex destroyed at dawn on 


Friday by a carbomb. The blast left 33 people injured (see 
page 12) (AFP wirepboto) 


Peace process difficult, but alive — U.S. official 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
David Satterfield, director 
for Near Eastern and South 
Asian affairs at the National 
Security Council, stated at a 
gathering of the Middle East 
Policy Council that as the 
prospects for Middle East 
peace grow brighter, “the 
enemies of peace have not 
been silent, but they cannot 
and will not be allowed to 
succeed.” 


The Israel/Palestinian Au- 
thority negotiators, Mr. Sat- 
terfield said, are the core of a 
larger regional settlement 
that must encompass an inde- 

g endent Lebanon, an Israel i- 
yrian resolution of the 
Golan dispute, an end to the 
economic boycott of Israel, 
and finally, “the miracle of a 
quiet life, a normal fife” for 
all the peoples of the region. 

He stated further that the 
U.S. government “offers its 
whole-hearted support for 
any agreement that legiti- 
mate representatives of Israel 
and the Palestinians reach.” 
The Thursday session, 
opened by Council President 
George McGovern, also fea- 
tured presentations by Arab- 
Amencan Institute President 
James Zogby and Professor 
Ian Lustick of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Zogby called for more 


symmetry of risk in the peace 
process, noting that Yasser 
Arafat and the Palestinian 
Authority are being required 
to take greater risks, with less 
political authority or econo- 
mic backing, than are Yit- 
zhak Rabin and the Israeli 
government. 

He noted the enormous 
economic and soda! prob- 
lems in Gaza: per capita in- 
come less than half that of the 
West Bank and less than a 
tenth that of Israel, exclusion 
from access to water and the 
best arable land, massive un- 
employment. lack of infras- 
tructure and of control over 
bordera and access. The 
Palestinian Authority, he 
pointed out, can’t make con- 
cessions to the Israeli side 
from such a position of weak- 
ness. Only when the PA can 
offer to its constituents an 
economic and political future 
will it have the political 
strength to offer the conces- 
sions that peace negotiations 
require. 

Dr. Lustick, author of the 
newly published -“Unsettled 
States; Disputed 
argued a similar position, and 
called for the Israeli side in 
the peace process to take the 
risk of declining publicly 
what many inside and outride 
the Israeli government grant 


privately: that the final out- 
come of the peace process 
begun with the Oslo agree- 
ment will be a Palestinian 
state alongside Israel, and 
that this state will encompass 
all of the West Bank and 
Gaza with the possible excep- 
tion only of East Jerusalem. 

To the argument that it 
would be politically impossi- 
ble for Mr. Rabin and his 
Labour government to take 
this position publicly. Dr. 
Lustick argued that in a cri- 
tical situation, only the bol- 
dest measures are likely to 
sucoeed. He supported his 
argument by citing Claries 
de Gaulle’s negotiations with 
the FLN in the early 1960s. 
The French president took 
the risk of negotiating with 
the resistance movement for 
Algeria's total independence 
and excluded French and 
French-Algerian rightists 
from the process entirely. 

On the subject of “terror- 
ism” and the threat it poses 
to the peace process. Dr. 
Zogby pointed Orit that the 
Hamas suicide bombers,- 
“young men killing them- 
selves, and killing Israelis, 
would choose fife, families 
and a future if they thought 
that choice was open to 
them.” 

Both Dr. Zogby and Prof. 


Lustick saw the issue of 
Israeli settlements on the 
West Bank and in East Jeru- 
salem as a negation of -the 
legitimacy of the Palestinian 
Authority and a major bar- 
rier to progress in the peace 
process. “Settlement thicken- 
ing and expansion must end,” 
said Dr. Lustick, “and public 
lands in the West Bank must 
be made available to Palesti- 
nians.” 

Stating the U.S. govern- 
ment position, Mr. Satter- 
field said that the question of 
settlements, like the other 
difficult questions that lay be- 
fore the negotiators, must be 
-worked out by the two rides 
themselves, and that it would 
not be productive for the 
United States to take a posi- 
tion in advance of the issue’s 
resolution. 

All three of the panel's' 
participants agreed that the 
U.S. continued to have a 
major role to play in the 1 
peace process. Professor Lus- 
tick .offered a metaphor that 
for die U.S. to disengage 
• would be as impossible as for 
the sun to disengage from 
exerting its gravity on the 
earth. Everything the U.S. 
did, or chose not to do, had 
major repercussions m Israel, 
the West Bank and Gaza and 
surrounding nations. 


Boy bomber? or pawn in PLO-Hamas rivalry? 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — At 
14, Musa Ziadeh is a three- 
year veteran of Hamas. Now 
he’s a pawn in the rivalry 
between Yasser Arafat’s gov- 
ernment and the Hamas after 
telling police Hamas wanted 
him to carry out a suicide 
bombing in Israel. 

Hamas denies trying to re- 
cruit Musa or other boys, but 
Palestinian officials say at 
least six children were in 
paining for suicide attacks 
intended to derail Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace talks: 

“Parents in the West fear 
their children will turn into 
drug addicts. Here, we fear- 
they will become suicide 
bombers/' said Musa's 
father, Hisham, a member of 
Mr. Arafat's intelligence 
organisation. He and Musa’s 
uncle turned the boy in to 
police. 

Musa, who joined the 
Hamas youth movement in 
1992 in rebellion against his 
non-religious father, said be 
was drawn into the bombing 
plot by two clerics who 
approached him one evening 


as be was sweeping up the 
mosque after prayers. 

“They told me since we’re 
all mortal, it’s better to die a 
martyr,” said Musa, a deli- 
cate boy with a tanned face 
and brown eyes. “1 thought 
of how I would become a 
hero like all the others who 
have martyred themselves. I 
told them I would do it.” 


Since October, 56 Israelis 
have been lolled in suicide 
bombings by Hamas and the 
smaller Islamic Jihad. 

Most of the attackers were 
in their late teens of early 
20s. 

Musa's tale has provoked 
another controversy between 
the PLO and Hamas in Gaza. 


Musa says the attack was 
set for Feb. 14 and involved 
about seven kilogrammes of 
explosives. He says be was 
arrested in January before be 
was told the target. 

Gaza psychologist Eyad 
Sarraj said Gaza, impover- 
ished, chaotic and emerging 
from 27 years of Israeli 
occupation, is fertile ground 
for people who want to re- 


cruit children to die for a 
cause. 

“Our environment is an 
environment of despair,” 
said Dr. Sarraj. “The act of 
dying is the ultimate act of 
control, when you time your 
own death and the death of 
other people.” 

Hamas says Palestinian 
police coerced Musa to make 
a false confession, and is de- 
manding the release of two 
senior clerics arrested after 
Musa named them as his re- 
cruiters. 

“The child is talking about 
an imaginary attack that has 
never been planned,” said 
Emad Falouji, a Hamas 
spokesman. “We don’t use 
children to carry out such 
missions.'* 

Hamas activists repeatedly 
met Musa at home and at 
school after he was released 
from jail and demanded that 
he retract his confession. 
Musa said a written retrac- 
tion later distributed by 
Hamas as his was a forgery. 

He acknowledged be re- 
canted his confession several 


times in jail after being con- 
fronted with the two clerics 
— but says that was only 
because he felt guilty about 
getting them arrested. 

At a news conference cal- 
led by Palestinian police, he 
denied charges by Hamas 
that he confessed under 
duress. 


During an interview at the 
Gaza City aluminium factory 
where his father works, Musa 
appeared confused and 
scared. Looking wistfully at 
children playing outside the 
factory, be said in a small 
voice: “I wish 1 could go out 
and live freely. But I’m 
scared they (Hamas) would 
hurt me.” 

Fearing for his safety, the 
older Ziadeh has sent Musa 
to stay with relatives. 

Musa said he was first 
drawn to Hamas by the 
camaraderie and promises of 
paradise. He became a 
Hamas youth leader in the 
Bureij refugee camp, and 
would entice boys to attend 
religious . studies, offering 
diem Hamas tapes, picture 


frames and sweets. 

"We also scared them -by 
talking to them about bell,” 
he said. “Once they were 
hooked, we would move to 
lessons in politics.” 

He and 15 other boys 
attended weekly religious 
studies at the grand mosque 
in Bureij. He says be and six 
others were chosen for spe- 
cial sessions in an upstairs 
room on bow to sabotage Mr. 
Arafat's peace with Israel. 


“They would teach us how 
to resist Israel’s interrogation 
techniques and physical and 
psychological torture,” he 
said. 

The six others are under 
police surveillance, Palesti- 
nian intelligence officials 
said. 


Musa says that when he 
asked whether he was too 
young, he was assured that in 
Lebanon, boys as young as 10 
led guerillas into battle. 

Musa says be no longer 
wants to blow himself up. But 
he still supports Hamas and 
criticises Itis fatheT for urging 
him to leave the group. 


Moroccan king hopes to 
bolster ties with U.S. 


RABAT (R) — Moroccan 
King Hassan travels to 
Washington next week for 
talks with President Bill Clin- 
ton and senior political and 
business leaders which offi- 
cials hope will bolster econo- 
mic ties between the two 
countries. 

“We are already in the big 
league as far as politics is 
concerned through our role 
with the U.S.-led alliance in 
the Gulf war and our con- 
tribution to the Middle East 
peace process,” an official 
source said. 

“We hope to make the big 
leap on the economic level.” 

The Moroccan king and bis 
senior cabinet ministers are 
due in the United States on 
March 15, die same day Bri- 
tain's Prince Charles arrives 
in Morocco to promote Brit- 
ish business in the country. 

The source said a series of 
joint venture agreements, in- 
cluding projects in agricul- 
ture, telecommunications 
and energy, were likely to be 
signed during the three-day 


state visit to the United 
States. 

He gave no specific details 
but the communications sec- 
tor in Morocco is described 
by businessmen as offering 
the biggest foreign invest- 
ment opportunity in the 
country’s emerging market. 

The government is plan- 
ning to cede its monopoly 
over the growing telecom- 
munications sector and U.S. 
and European operators are 
already lining up for a share 
of the business. 

The visit to Washington 
marks a new direction for 
Morocco, which has tradi- 
tionally looked across the 
Mediterranean rather than 
the Atlantic for strategic 
partnerships. 

Historical ties with France 
and Spain as well as geog- 
raphic proximity make Euro- 
pean Union (EU) members 
Morocco's natural trading 
partners. 

France remains foe biggest 
source of foreign investment 
in Morocco. 


Moroccan 

loses 

appeal 

against 

murder 

conviction 







PARIS (R) — A Freficb , 
court on Thursday rejected " 
an appeal by a Moroccan “ 
gardener against his convio* 

Bon for the murder of a 
French Riviera heiress found 
dead with an eerie message 
scrawled in blood beside her. 

Omar Raddad, 31, has 
consistently protested his in- 
nocence over fiie 1991 nmr- . 
der of GinslaineMarchal, ha / 
65-year-old employer, in a V r ; 
case that aroused huge con- I - -. 
troversy in France and *' 
Morocco about the fairness 
of the French legal system. 

He was convicted after a 
trial in which the main evi- 
dertce was a mysterious met- , 
sage in blood beside Mar- " : : 

dial’s body naming “Omar” v-/ 
as the killer. Z 

The appeal court rejected : ** ’ 
arguments by Mr. RaadaxTs 
lawyers for a retrial because 
of alleged irregularities at the 
original trial, including con- 
troversial questions to the 
jury, and because new evi- 
dence bad appeared. 

“I am very disappoin te d 
for Omar Raddad who is 
innocent of the crime for 
which he was sentenced," 

Mr. Raddad’s lawyer Jacques 
Verges said after the ruling. 

“I am also very disappointed 
for justice.” 

The scrawled words that 
helped to secure Mr. Rad- 
dad’s conviction in February 
1994 included a blatant spell- 
ing error, which was seen as 
carious since Marchal was a 
dedicated crossword puzde 
buff. 

“Omar m’a tner (Ommar 
has killed me),” the crudely- 
drawn message read. The fin- 
al word should have been 
spelt “tuee.” 

Mr. Verges, a flamboyant 
lawyer who has defended 
controversial clients includ- 
ing international guerrilla 
Carlos the Jackal and former 
Gestapo officer Klaus Bar- 
bie, said at the trial that the — 
true mu rdere r , might have 
written the message to impti-" 
cate Mr. Raddad. 

Mr. Verges triggered con- 
tempt of court proceedings in 
the Riviera city of Nice, 
where the trial took place, 
when he blasted the verdict 
as a product of “racism.” The 
charges against him were la- 

Mr. Verges* team argued 
at Thursday's appeal that the 
jury was given written ques- 
tions about what penalty 
Raddad should face before 
he was convicted, nndenmn- 
ing the presumption of inno- 
cence: 

“This wording presumes 
another of Mr. Rad 
I’s lawyers, Didier Bouth- 
ors, told the court. But the 
court said defence lawyers 
should have raised the objec- 
tion at the time. 

The defence also 
new trial to hear t 
from one of Marchal’s nrigb- - 
hours, New Zealander Patri* >C‘ ■ .-■ 

da Dark, who wrote to Mr. . 

Verges after the trial about a ;C. ' 1? . 
mysterious lorry which she 
said she saw parked near her r / 
bouse just after the murder. : 

She said she saw traces of 


jr- 


*• » 

1 




■r. * 




.f- 




-S' 


. \ 


what looked like dried Mood cv- ; . - 


on the driver's seat and a load 
of lumber in the back, ntnilar 
to the type of blood-stained 
board used to bludgeon Mar- 
chal to death. 

She also found a plastic 
sack cont aining a larger 
screwdriver and paper towels 
bearing brown stains, she 
said. 
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T1s 35 Geneva, MadritfiRJ 

I IJS Paris (RJ 1 

12*9 Amsterdam, New York (RJ 
London Otf 

Broads (Rjj 


1^45 Bahrain. Doha |Rjj 


52 ^ Jeddah iivi 

5*5 Dwnascus,Unraca(RJ 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ j 

London (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Lamaca. Rome (AZ 

“i£ Hudttidah. Sanaa 

J2"?? Vienna 

222 Dubai (EK 

“2 Laraara 




Uppertower pace iafBs per ig. 

Apple 70V 500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) ..... . 620 

OMtags 120/60 

Carrot 170/S0 

Cauliflower IflVIOO 

^ambenOme) 90/40 

Coenmben (small) 200/100 

ESP*™! 14V 80 

if" 1 *; 120W80Q 

Gteen beans 280/180 

[etuaa 350/240 

90/40 

Marrow (smiJj) 130/70 

°®too (pneu) 26V 180 

Onion (dry) 38V 250 

Orange 4401320 

".!’,™70V400 

Sapper (b«) 700 / 500 

Pepper (sweet) 380 / 280 

Potato 330/220 

R*Hsh 120/80 

Spinach 100/50 

String Beans 650/400 

Tomato ifflflO 
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"S^Home News 1^ 

‘Wpeai Queen chairs symposium at 

MJainst 


)AN TIMBS, SATURDAY, MARCH II, 1955 3 


Major arrives Tuesday for talks on 


social development summit bflateral ties, Midejst pe ace process 

JL n MHBI has also nnened a re 


Burris AMMAN (J.T.) - Her 
* ” vf Majesty Queen Noor chaired 
% 4 i symposium entitled “Re- 

-OnVlo« ^aiming Civil Society in foe 
4 v[Jn h global South” and gave the 
i?r S *Rs ^ ^ flceynote address Thursday at 
j ® niurvj,? hi one-day symposium, orga- 
** T’* i rt fyised : by the Washmgton- 
l*7 Cr agaicr Jf'^jased American University's 
J fp* Jhe ~ ^^ScnteiKf 01 the Study of the 
k lVltTi ^vjcr Global South, and held at 
au c^y^tfiigtveds Pakhus in 


*?***! Uj biocw- J 'Copenhagen, • during the 
0»Ur Riju, 5 j,N. World Summit for So- 


'«ur World Summit for So- 

pj^7; Jilaal Development. 

-Kcrvc The symposium concen- 

f «t pirated on the need to reclaim 

. ' 'uara:' J d;i <nrietv in deveioninp 


^mroid "j 'society in developing 
i#w thii if -gantries by strengthening io- 


t -^’Stitutiona] infrastmemre, by 

. " * l'l2n-_ ** — fw^namfinn ka 


fewoai- aW- -supporting cooperation be- 
f ibf f r-r^ Jj v > i tween governments and non- 


He ¥,ju governmental institutions, 

moI m ,. v I?®** asand by involving the citizens 


i rbr -^a? The ‘panels included “The 
Thr - 'SodaF Cohesion and De- 
?Bajs^^r^ w“" r^vek^me 111 -" ,lThe Social Re- 
Ezf Mr Responsibility of the Private 
f “ rc '- p u: >7 Sector Towards Elimination 

:rTr ?Ji4r- : -7jf Poverty and Unemploy- 
2£^ ! ni - : ^u^jMt“and “Women as a 
®T eTVA ‘. 'i UC3 ’Jora?.’ Force for Social Change and 
T\ v -^*c ^;iut«ration." 

~p ^ i P?eaie; The Queen is the chair of 
* am <crv advisory board of the 

* 5Liddjj r 2' Centre for the Study of the 

of Global South. 

to scC Participating at the sympo- 
« KAiOad i j*^T>sium were Juan Somavia, the 
etgm *a/o aft ? , chairman of the Preparatory 

i an* &&- vrr, i^-^.Committee for the Social 

* |u«c^c Summit, and Nafis Sadik, the 

Ihe scrawled executive director of the Un- 

rtped ?U vroure v'.ited Nations Population 
•o’* cunvtctK’C x :.*■ Fund, both of whom also 
*94 imJuded a -,-77 ' serve as members of the adiv- 
>g ern«r. »h:ch -*-■■ Jsory board of the center, 
tfjotrt ui\r \Li^* ’ n,e Queen stressed the 
importance of empowering 
*gf. '"women and promoting um- 

"* Jrear e: ± : v versal education to raise liv- 

a* tiiin.1 nav 7s. J? ing standards and reduce de- 

rawn uicaij.’c '-i- v P e 5? e,1 ®?j 
■ .k - - 7. ' She added that “the rising 

'"*** ~ : level of education of Arab 
Mr *• rs . «■-. women bas been one of the 
/ ~ v most profound and positive 

^ chanse “ our rc - 

ig ^atcinaiyjei. Qpeen Noor emphasised 
,ifKM inc the important role that non- 

,I ** 5 '*J >3 ^.governmental organisations 

«. fckp.! a: *^c play.in the promotion of so- 
u« rfiii'Jcirr " ? .jal development. - 
^asc- ihc sKciii? = ^ Tfaif'-Noof" -AMlOssein 
® Mx Foundation and the^intema- 

Hx V>r3»”. tional Commission on Peace 

iHOf* M fc icut "r.<r“ and Food, of which the 



3 — - governmental organisations 

** a! play.in the promotion of so- 

\ic; rr . jal -develoDment. : - -• 


cj rr •jai ^development. : - 
c-.csii? = ^ Thtr^Noof" -AMWssein 


Imi 

tbmrt 'Jvr -r.j ‘ 


Queen is a member, are 
cooperating to convene a 


fern hr Mailed - - conference on human secor- 


i m pn.xhi.1 ixr ity in the Middle East to be 
WIRES axi^is: — r held in Amman to further 
^.jpipoJ acceleration of job creation, 

Mr verges :car r and regional cooperation. 

* i 2— ri- Queen Noor said that “the 

w-.rs; strengths of Middle Eastern 
• . .J,’..,' -r culture are rooted in its 
- ‘ -r powerful ramily structures 
and its tradition of social 

* " r . ''7-7 - -cohesion based on religious 

c ■" and cultural values hence, 

.^widespread poverty and un- 
J7 1 '7 < .;7' *. ^'.7emjrfoyment in the Middle 
. ^77* 7 East are not accompanied by 
widespread homelessness or 
: j%_ told the criminal - violence.” 

7 Queen Noor, accompanied 
have -ijrd — by In’am Mufti, was received 
•f» a» .^by Clovis Maksoud, the 

the «3cfrr:.r -i-- -^director -of the center. 


ment Summit. 

Within the vast vortex of 
topics being discussed in 
Copenhagen this week, our 
symposium's theme of “Re- 
claiming Civil Society in the 
Global South” is both re- 
levant and opportune for its 
conspicuous lack of emph- 
asis, until recently, in de- 
velopment discourse, and for 
its profound significance for 
our future plans and aspira- 
tions. 

It is very important that 
this symposium should clarify 
the various challenges, rights 
and responsibilities of dvil 
society in the south, particu- 
larly because discussions on 
global change, for too long, 
have tended to centre on the 
transition from the cold war 
to the post-cold war era. 

Many of us in the south 
would like to see the debate 
broadened well beyond the 
narrow lingering parametres 
that were defined for us by 
the cold war; foe achieve- 
ment of the rights and hopes 
of the people of the south will 
~l.be deteronned by issues 'and 
^forces that transcend the con- 
"Tfrontational doctrines and 
ideological polarisation of re- 
cent decades. 

The preparatory docu- 
ments and deliberations for 
this summit have accurately 
captured many of the prob- 
lems and fears that challenge 
our human family. Their 
clear references to the grow- 
ing dangers we face if current 
economic and soda! ills are 
not redressed must be taken 
as realistic and credible wam- 


trtt ' Among the prominent 

tan i as* i f Mi panel speakers at the sympo- 
s i nm were Nitin Desai, 
a f lari im dersccretary-general of foe 

fYgex After ;r.f '"-^ Department for Policy Coor- 
.. *7 dination and Sustainable De- 

&sc «« ^velopment at the UN, 
~ ’-"f' Richard Butler, ambassador 

$ 4 ** iaj^ '7 s ? lc i permanent representa- 

- r -‘“ tive o£. Australia to the 


S htmhc? • r - 
;« m TrTf 

irsard - 

I !>> jr*- 
Vtc i tv 

; 


_r.*- tive o£. Australia to the 
, vrx: --'^United Nations and Timothy 
^Wirth, undersecretary of 
7 r.X'-'TSate for global affairs in the 
. vjir-U.S. Department of State. 

Later Thursday evening, 

■ ; 1 Queen Noor met with Queen 

7 7 ; ; Margrethe of Denmark for a 
; 7 Private dinner at the Royal 
'yZ palace to discuss the World 
•ummit and Queen Mar- 
jethe’s upcoming visit to 
- ^ ordan. 


- Following is the foil text of 
\ ..-= Jueen Noor's keynote 


&ULZ ftArt- 1 


^ddress to foe symposium. 


. n * ambassador Somavia, 
Maksoud 1 


" ; 7-^On behalf of all of us here 
1 ' " Jday, I would like to thank 
r pjU^ 5 re government of Denmark 


m *“* 

.d V 




**»■:*■'*'- 
■SG*I+ .** 


■liA 


>r hosting foe Worid Sum- 
" ut for Social Development, 
-i : nd to express our deep 
Appreciation to Ambassador 
, -omavia, for shepherding the 
- ‘fdnous preparations which 
i' _iade it posable. 

; ■ I also wish to express my 
'7 ‘^predation to Dr. Qovis 
-. ^laksoud and to my cofleag- 
7 lies at the “Center For The 
■7 - k udy Of The Global South” 
- , * ortenising this sympo- 
These gatherings not 
promote constructive in- 
.^. raction among experts on 
^ pea of concern to me south 
> '■' » a whole, but they also 
’ i»w us to inject the south’s 
' 7 ; stinctive perspectives on 
7 issues into important 
v tentational forums such as 
y e Worid Social Develop- 


mgs. 

The single most important 
historical change that we may 
be experiencing is the transi- 
tion to a global economy and 
political culture — a world in 
which both the causes and 
consequences of human ac- 
tions and suffering in one 
part of the world impact 
quickly and directly on peo- 
ple and conditions in many 
other parts of the worid. 

Awareness of this globa- 
lisation of the human condi- 
tion has been increasingly re- 
flected over the past several 
decades in summits and con- 
ferences that have sought to 
address worldwide human 
concerns on a worldwide 
basis, on issues such as chil- 
dren, human rights, the en- 
vironment, population, social 
development and women. 

Also, we now recognise foe 
parallel nature of many of the 
problems that affect north 
and south alike, in social, 
economic, environmental 
and political fields. Drug 
abuse, environmental de- 
gradation, unemployment 
and poverty, urban violence, 
gender equity, stable govern- 
ance and even national 
identity are issues that chal- 
lenge northern and southern 
’societies, even though their 
causes and consequences may 
be different. 

The world has converged 
in Copenhagen this week not 
because some of us are 
vulnerable to such serious 
threats, but because all of us 
are challenged by them. This 
summit comes at a time when 
the world's fear of a third 
world war has been sup- 
planted by a growing 
apprehension that humanity 
cannot survive these social 


menaces. 

The draft declaration of 
tbe Social Development 
Summit elaborates many sec- 
toral interventions and 
strategies required to allevi- 
ate questions of poverty, un- 
employment and social mar- 
ginalisation. However, as we 
survey the global south, it is 
dear that too many of these 
goals have little chance of 
fruition within existing 
national political and socio- 


economic systems. 

Our people are energetic 
and motivated; our govern- 
ments are diligent and well 
meaning; our sense of nation- 
al identity is strong and dur- 
able; and in many cases, our 
natural resources are adequ- 
ate. And yet, something very 
important is missing in many 
of our developing countries 
— an essential element that 
could bring all these ingre- 
dients together to generate a 
sustainable dynamic for hu- 
man and national develop- 
ment. That missing element 

dvil society^— that rich and 
exciting space between the 
family and foe state where 
individuals, associations, 
groups and institutions can 
interact with one another to 
promote their common good 
as well as the strength and 
social integration of their na- 
tion. 

Die promise of independ- 
ence has not been fully 
achieved in most southern 
states;- in recent years', the_ 
developmental process ' has" - 
stalled ,pr even .collapsed- in 
some due to a glaring lack of 
civil sodety structures, a pre- 
valence of autocratic and 
often ineffident state politic- 
al cultures, and unfair terms 
of trade and technology 
transfer with the industrial- 
ised world. 

The absence of a meaning- 
ful and committed dvil sode- 
ty network has left a wide 
gulf between people and their 
national political and de- 
velopmental processes. 
Citizens in most countries of 
foe south have not been in- 
volved in making national or 
local decisions, nor have they 
played an enthusiastic or im- 
portant role in implementing 
polides. Development, too 
often, has become a euphem- 
ism for government handouts 
to passive and impotent 
sodeties. 

A dynamic dvil sodety can 
promote real development by 


promoting universal educa- 
tion are the most effident 
means to raise living stan- 
dards and reduce depend- 
ence. Empowerment of 
women encourages a new re- 
gard for h uman rights and 
equitable sodal and political 
development. The empower- 
ment of women cannot, 
however, be isolated from 
the empowerment of the en- 
tire community through more 
democratic participatory 
decision-making. Local com- 
munities whose members are 
educated and self-reliant will 
be able to tap their own 
resources and dynamism to 
devise appropriate strategies 
to assure their well-being. 

My own experience in Jor- 
dan with community develop- 
ment projects has revealed a 
common denominator in all 
of our successful projects: an 
integrated strategy for 
women's education and train- 
ing, improved access for so- 
cial services, involvement in 
the local and national eco- 
nomy, and greater participa- 
tion in community decision- 
making. 

The rising level of educa- 
tion of Arab women has been 
one of the most profound and 
positive forces of change in 
our region. 

Gender equity and demo- 
cracy are anathema in many 
countries, but this successful 
combination has often been 
foe difference between de- 
velopment that tangibly im- 
proves the quality of life of 
each new generation of in- 
fants, and unsustainable, in- 
consistent progress which re- 
lies heavily on subsidies and 
directives from central gov- 
ernment. 

This highlights the import- 
ance of aefinining develop- 
ment in human terms, rather 
than merely in economic 
terms. 

By empowering youth, 
women and others in society 
who may have been margi- 
nalised in the decision- 
making process, dvil sodety 
transforms them and their 
communal structures into 
energetic and effective fac- 
tors of development. People 
and institutions evolve from 
pasrive'retf&fehts of develop- 
ment - ttftftdgies into active 
instruments and initiators of 
development momentum. 

Civil sodety can drive de- 
velopment not because it 
raises the value-added of 
monetary capital, but be- 
cause it enhances the value of 
human capital. 

In the developing world 
today, we are also challenged 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


to develop empowerment 
strategies for our younger 


strategies for our younger 
generations, who have been 
raised in sodeties that tradi- 
tionally neither sought their 
views nor valued their con- 
tributions. 

We must try to instill moti- 
vating new values in our 
youth by promoting and 
enabling their active parti- 
cipation in the developmental 
momentum of their com- 
munities. 


(Continued on page 7) 


offering its members oppor- 
tunities to participate in local 


trinities to participate in local 
and national activities 
through professional associa- 
tions, spedal interest groups, 
unions and cooperatives that 
reflect their interests, rights 
and aspirations. 

Governments can help by 
decentralising authority ana 
responsibilities, thus enabling 
dvil sodety structures to re- 
flect, mobilise and stimulate 
public opinion and involve- 
ment. 

Citizens and their govern- 
ments need to form effective, 
that is, two-way, partnerships 
for material progress and 
political stability. The im- 
provement of human and so- 
dal conditions throughout 
the south requires a dynamic 
civil sodety empowered by 
democratic participatory sys- 
tems. Such sodeties enjoy 
credible communication be- 
tween people and their gov- 
ernments and can tap the full 
power of their human and 
natural resources. 

Effective civil society, poli- 
tical inclusion and sustainable 
sodal development require 
the empowerment of all 
members of sodety, in par- 
ticular, rural women, who are 
among the poorest and most 
vulnerable groups in the 
worid. “More than half of the 
poor of the world are living in 
rural areas and more than 
half are women.” 

As a member of the Inter- 
national Steering Committee 
on the Economic Advance- 
ment of Rural Women, I urge 
all governments to do their 
utmost to formulate plans of 
action to address the specific 
needs of rural women and to 
ensure their active involve- 
ment in development. 

Empowering women and 


Arab 

contractors 
to discuss 
regional 


issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two- 
day meeting for Arab con- 
tractors will be held here on 
April 17 to discuss the role of 
Arab contractors in the de- 
velopment and reconstruc- 
tion process in the region, the 
President of the Jordanian 
Construction Contractors 
Association Mohammad 
Murad announced. 

Mr. Murad said the fourth 
Arab Contractors Federa- 
tion’s Conference will discuss 
several working papers pre- 
sented by major Arab con- 
tracting companies on con- 
tractors’ role In the overall 
development of Arab coun- 
tries, in addition to the 
formation of large contrac- 
tors groups to carry out ma- 
jor contracting projects. 

The conference will also 
discuss other important 
issues, including the chal- 
lenges facing the contractors 
sector. 

In a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Pet- 
ra, Mr. Murad said partici- 
pants will have the chance to 
acquaint themselves with sci- 
entific research and establish 
ties with Jordanian contrac- 


tors. 

The conference is orga- 
nised by the Arab Contrac- 
tors Federation in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian Con- 
struction Contractors Asso- 


AMMAN — British Prime 
Minister John Major is due in 
Jordan . on Tuesday on his 
firat visifl to the Kingdom as prime 
minister, , and his talks here 
are expected to focus on 
Britisb-Jprdanian relations as 
well as developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Also expected to be re- 
viewed jduring the prime 
minister’s visit are prepara- 
tions for,' the Amman econo- 
mic conference scheduled to 
be held -in October. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 


His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minis- 


ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and several members of the 
Cabinet afe expected to hold 
talks with Mr. Major on bi- 
lateral relations, British 
assistance to Jordan and 
overall ‘ties between the 
Kingdom and the European 
Union, of which Britain is a 
member. 

Britair and Jordan have 
maintain fed traditionally close 
relations 1 dating back to foe 
founding \ of Jordan as an 
emirate ip the 1920s. 

King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hdssan are regular 
visitors to Britain and often 
meet with senior British gov- 
ernment leaders at short 
notice. | 

Mr. Major will also visit 
Israel and jthe Palestinian ter- 
ritories, where he is expected 
to meet {with Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who heads the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) in 
Gaza and Jericho. 


has also opened a regional 
office in Amman. The office, 
which will provide data and 
base information to both 
Jordanian and British 
businessmen, will cover not 
only-foe Kingdom but also the 
Palestinian territories, Syria 
and Iraq. 

Several British consultancy 
firms are involved in studies 
on various sectors of the 
Jordanian economy and re- 
sources, primarily water, as 
well as on the Kingdom’s 
.privatisation drive. 

British Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Hinchcliff was 
quoted in the local press as 
saying that Mr. Major’s visit 
to the Middle East at this 
point in time was a reflection 
of London's keen interest in 
foe Arab- Israeli peace pro- 


John Major 


Mr. Major will be accom- < 
panied by Minister of Trade 
Richard Needham and a 
large group of British 
businessmen under the 
umbrella of tbe Committee for j 
Middle East Trade. 

During the delegation's | 
stay in Amman, tbe commit- 
tee and the Jordanian- 
Businessmen’s Association 
(JBA) will sign a memoran- 
dum on cooperation. The 
signing, scheduled to take 
place at the Forte Grand. 
Hotel Tuesday evening, will 


iritish diplomats describe 
^ business delegation 
ompanyfing Mr. Major 
I Mr. Needham as very 
ior anq note that their 
sence tjere would be an 
:ellent j opportunity for 
danian! businessmen to 
nch contacts and exchange 


be attended by Mr. Needham | 
and his Jordanian counter- 


and his Jordanian counter- 
part Ali Abul Ragheb. 


lie British government as 
I as businessmen m gener- 
lave taken a close interest 
i -stablishing ties with Jor- 
1 in the wake of the signing 
be Jordanian-Israeli peace 
ity. 

Lt least one group, British 
Idle East interest group. 


cess. 

. Noting that the British gov- 
ernment wrote off S75 million 
of Jordan's official debts last 
year. Ambassador Hinchcliff 
also said that “we are en- 
couraging the private sector 
to take a dose look at the 
opportunities in Jordan.” 

Tbe envoy also said the 
British government, along 
with its partners in the Euro- 
pean Union, was taking a 
dose interest in the Amman 
economic conference. 

“We intend to be repre- 
sented at ministerial level and 
(to) bring a high-powered de- 
legation from the private sec- 
tor," he was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Major is looking for- 
ward to hearing Jordanian 
views on the prospects for the 
conference, the ambassador 
said. 

Britain is among the top 10 
exporters to Jordan. 


Zara-Ghor Haditha ibad will contribute 


to encouraging invespients — minister 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMM/v|N — M inister of Pub- 
lic Works apd Housing Abdul 
Razzaq Ensour Friday ex- 
pressed ! hope that the Zara- 
Ghor Haditha road, which', 
was opened Thursday by His' 
Majesty King Hussein, would' 
contrib ute s encouraging in- 
vestments ija foe Jordan Val- 
ley and. W^di Araba areas. 

It has become easy to ac- 
cess the sputhern areas of 
Jordan through foe Jordan 
Valley afte^r the two-phase 
road project was completed. 
Dr. Eusour told the Jordan 
Times iin aj telephone inter- 
view. j 

Describing the roadside 
vievs as veqy scenic, Dr. En- 
sour said the road Will help 
encourage tpurism activity in 
the southern parts of the Jor- 
dan VaJJey J noting that foe 
area’s mineral water springs 
and coloured mountains will 
play a major role in attracting 
tourists. | 

In addition, continued Dr. 
Ensour, th^ road will also 


serve the national develop-' 
ment process in the Wadi 
Araba and the Jordan Rift 
Valley and will help formers 
in foe two areas to transport 
their agricultural produce to 
other parts of Jordan, mainly 
Ammanu — ■>- 

• They .will save .fanners sigr 
nificant time and .effort and 
thus cut on costs’. 

The minis ter said the road 
can be used as a substitute for 
foe Amman-Aqaba road in 
case foe latter was dosed for 


any reason. 

He said work on the JD 18 
million project ‘started in 
1986 and stopped in 1989 
when problems arose with 
the coalition of Turkish and 
Yugoslav companies which 
were then carrying out the 
project. 

Thus, he said, the need to 
have another phase of the 
project arose and a local con- 
tracting company resumed 
work in the 32-kilometre 
road project in 1992. 

He said the company faced 
a very difficult task in open- 
ing the road in areas adjacent 


u ie Dead Sea because of 
tilery high, rocky moun- 
ts that extend into the sea. 

: said the most important 
p rf the project was build- 
in bridge over foe Wadi 
River. This part was 
dc “by another local -com- 
pa l.he.notqd..- ... 

i gcribing tjbe bridge as 
vet jieautifol and suitable to 
th [nrrounding environ- 
md 1 be said it is a unique 
str fire in the region, being 
res mt to weather condi- 
tio and foe highly salty 
wa of foe Dead Sea. 

aid foe 40-metre-long 
bri cost JD 1.75 million. 

1 project entailed also 
bui g three other bridges 
whi [were finished in foe 
fird ige. Dr. Ensour said, 
add that part of the work 
don in them had to be 
re« d and some had to be 
rest! 1 because of damage 
froq in and severe weatn- 


ainister urged citizens 
rists alike to preserve 
iect and not to litter 
1 when they are en- 


joying the 70-kilometre ride 
along the Dead Sea. 

On Thursday at foe open- 
ing ceremony. His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred upon 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing A1 Kawkab 
Medal of foe First Order 
which was. received by Dr. f. 

Theming also presented 
gifts to representatives of tbe 
local companies which work- 
ed on the project. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by His Royal High-, 
ness Prince Abdullah Ben 
Hussein, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Qassem, Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour, the deputy 
prime ministers, several 
ministers, senior government 
and army officials, and foe 
Saudi Arabs an charge d’af- 
fairs in Amman . 

The road project was fi- 
nanced by foe Jordanian gov- 
ernment, foe Arab Economic 
Development Fund and foe 
Saudi Development Fund. 


Mafraq governorate orking to meet 
deirland for 120 addit onal classrooms- 

MAFRAQ i[Petra) — The school's number stands at rioui ides and education- Another doctor from AI 


Mafraq Governorate 
Education Department is 
in need of 1120 classrooms 
to meet tlue increasing 
number of schools, accord- 
ing to director of foe first 
area of the! department 
Abdul Majeejd Al Abab- 
neh. 1 

Speaking an foe conclu- 
sion of a thrtfce-day work- 
shop organised by the De- 
velopment Information 
Department in [cooperation 
with the Unhied Nations 
Population Fund at the 
Mafraq Seconeflary Voca- 
tional School on Thursday, 
Mr. Ababneh [ said one 
third of foe needed 120 
classrooms will be built 
during 1995, noting that foe 
department is [currently 
establishing throe schools 
in Bal’ama, Al murra and 
Manshiyat Basil Hassan 
areas. 

He said the department 
will also invite tenders to 
establish three other 
schools in foe sou them part 
of Al Mafraq o ty, in Al 
Kann Wa Hmeid and in Al 
Dujeina. 

He said there are 107 
schools in the deisartment’s 
area, of which :IE are for 
male students,! 17 for 
females and 58 une mixed. 


22, of which 10 are for male 
students. 

One of these schools", he 
said, is vocational. 


Die department director 
also said that there are 


three private schools and 
two United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) schools in the gov- 
ernorate. 


He added that 14.3 per cent 


of these schools are based 
in rented buildings. 

Mr. Ababneh said there 
are 99 one-shift schools and 
eight two-shift schools in 
the area, adding tliat there 
are 85 primary education 
schools, teaching students 
up to foe 10th gra<J|e. 

He said foe secondary 


Regarding foe number of 
teachers in the governo- 
rate, he said there were 827 
male teachers and 828 
female teachers. Director 
of the department’s second 
area A tall ah Al Doujan 
said his department is in 
charge of the education 
process in the area extend- 
ing between the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) in the 
east to the Iraqi border in 
foe west. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion, he said, divided the 
governorate into two edu- 
cational areas, taking into 
consideration demographic 
homogenity factors. 

In his area, Mr. Doujan 
said, there are 2,081 
teachers of whom 1,030 are 
women, while the number 
of studen ts at the area’s 183 
schools stands at 27,436, of 
whom 12,978 are women. 

He said the haphazard 
population distribution in 
the governorate has led the 
ministry to open schools in 
several scarcely-populated 
areas. 

This, he added, led to 
scattering the ministry’s 
efforts in such areas and to 
gathering, students of va- 


al Id in one classroom, 
sayil this negatively 
affeq le educational pro- 
cess ; juch schools. 

Sp ; mg at foe three- 
day i ninar also was 
Nawi AlMa’aytah of Al 
Basfafi ovemment Hospi- 
tal i ! unm an who deli- 
vered ecture on mother 
and cc l care. 

Dr. i I’aytah underlined 
the i j- artance of birth 
sparii x tying it has a signi- 
ficant ii i in reducing child 
mortay rates. 

The rates are highest 
when icj period between 
delivi es is about two 
years d is minimum when 
the piod is four years. 
This a □ applies to mother 
mortay rates, he said. 

DrfMa’aytah said 
brcasi xding, which usual- 
ly lad from one to three 
yearspelps delay pregnan- 
cies. I 


Bashir Hospital, Nidal 
Shaker, reviewed modem 
contraceptive methods and 
their role in family plan- 
ning. 

At the end of discus- 
sions, Mafraq Governor 
Qaftan Majah delivered a 
lecture on the Mafraq gov- 
ernorate. 

Mr. Majati said foe area . 
of the governorate totals 
more than 26,000 square 
kilometres and its popula- 
tion is more than 170,000 
distributed over 163 cities, 
towns and villages. 

Over three days, tbe 55 
participants in the seminar 
who represent various 
women's, educational and 
development institutions 
and societies discussed 
working papers on Islam, 
Family Planning, the Mass 
Media, population and de- 
velopment issues among 
other things. 


T’S GOING ON 


^rforWnce by foe Prague Chamber Ballet (organised 
y foe! National Music Conservatory and the Czech 
jmbasky) at foe Royal Cultural Centre main theatre at 

iioOpIm. 

☆Poetry recital Ity Iraqi poet Khaz’al Al Majidi at foe 
.Phoenix; Gallery for Art and Cultural at 6:00 p.m*. 
■jS Seminar (in Arabic) entitled “The Foreign Institutions 
in Jordan Between Rumours and Realty” with the 
partidpatioffi of Dr. Ya’coub Zayadin, Mr. Hard 
HonranL Dr. Mohammad MasaDtah, and Mr. Abdullah 
Hammutdah at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 


| 6:00 p.ijn. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Rula Shnkairy at the French 


Cultrtufcl Centre. 

it Exhibition of pahwing s by Iraqi artist Hana Malallah at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 
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U.S. offers $2m re\ vard t fijnd killers of employees 


Mosque ekpltsion kills at 
least 11 peom in Pakistan 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 
— At least 11 people — 
including children — ■ were 
kilted and more than a dozen 
injured Friday in a bombing 
and machine gun attack on a 
Shi’ite Muslim mosque in 
eastern Karachi. 

After what appeared to 
have been a carbomb explo- 
sion, gunmen opened fire 
with machine guns on the 
wounded and people who 
went to their aid, said Mu bar- . 
ak Haider, an eyewitness. 

Most of the wounded taken 
to Jimtah Hospital had been 
shot, hospital officials said. 

No one took responsibility 
for the attack, but h was 
believed to be the latest erup- 
tion of sectarian violence be- 
tween Sunni and Shi’ite Mus- 
lims. 

The death toD was ex- 
pected to rise. Among the 
dead were several beggars 
who come to mosques Friday 
to collect alms from worship- 
pers. A young begpr gut 
known only as Selma was 
shot in the back as she tried 
to flee after the bombing' 
said Mr. Haider. 

She was in critical condi- 
tion along with dozens of 
other people. 

At the hospital, police and 
paramilitary soldiers arrived 
to con tain a growing mob. 
From the third and fourth 
floor balconies staff and pa- 
tients watched the turmoil. 

Some in the crowd chanted 
anti-American slogans and 
threatened to avenge the kill- 
ings. It’s not known whether 
the attack on the mosque has 
any links to Wednesday’s kill- 
ing of two U.S. government 
workes as they headed to- 


ward the lU.S. consult: in 
Karachi. Ho group h&een 
blamed fo r the attack. 

The explosion occur! at 
2:30 p.m. (09:30 GMTust 
conded, 

\iakk r. 

in Karachi ive 
been the | setting fo,\n- 
Icrotious sedan 
at have lied 
iret of the eat 1 

[worshipper 


creasmgly nc 
attacks tU< 
dozens. Mb 
have been 


On Feb. 
into two: 
ques and 
pers, kniinf 
Karachi 


125 gumnemrst 
[irate Shi’iteos- 
red on woip- 
at least 20en. 
is been wired 
by bloody se< rtarian antbti- 
tical violence! that has ted 
more than 400 people the 
past three months. 

Prime Minister Bcrhir 
Bhutto and her govenunt 
have been overwhelmcby 
the violence in this south 
port city and hjave been Ip- 
less to end it 
The figjhtingl which hin- 
volved militant relijus. 
groups as wdQ as fang 
political groups, has en 
worsening since Ms. Btto 
pulled the arjmy offhe 
streets at the end of Ncm- 
ber. 


She said the police mid 
be able to maintain lannd 
order, but the fcillingsive 
soared. Arrests are ra< 

Ms. Bhutto has ordtd a 
crackdown on militant us- 
lims and some people fethe 
stepped up violence ir be 
liked to this arackdou 
Meanwhile the U.S gov- 
ernment offered a $2 r lion , 
reward Thursday fr in- 
formation leading t -the [ 
arrest of the gunmej who \ 


kilted tiie two U.S. consulate 
employees and wounded a 
third. 

An FBI anti-terrorism 
team headed toward Pakistan 
to help search for the men 
who ambushed the U.S. gov- 
ernment vehicle. 

At least two gunmen with 
AK-47 assault rifles sprayed a 
white Toyota van carrying 
employees to the consulate 
when it stopped at a red light. 
The gunmen then sped away 
in their stolen taxi. 

An unidentified caller in 
Manila claimed responsibility 
for the attack on behalf of the 
“Liberation Army.” The 
orgaais&tiOQ is not known in 
Manila and it was unclear 
how serious the claim was. 

No arrests have been 
made, but police have at least 
one strong witness: Tnlfifcar 
Ahmad, a taxi driver, who- 
had iris taxi stolen at gun- 
point near the Karachi Air- 
port at 6:15 a.m. Wednesday. 

The taxi, found abandoned 
about one mile (1.5 
.kaknoetres) from the site of 
foe attack about an hour and 
a half later, is believed to be 
the vehicle used by the 
assailants. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Mr. 
Ahmad said two young men 
on a motorocyde came op to 
him in his taxi and threatened 
to shoot him if be didn’t give 
them tile keys. 

Mr. Ahmad turned over 
his keys rind the two men 
drove off. A third man, who 
was standing nearby, drove 
away on the motorcycle. 

The two men who stole the 
taxi apepared to be in their 
20s and both had mustaches. 


Mr. Ahmad described the 
man with tiie gun as strongly 
built and "ferocious look- 


ing. 


Americans are seen as 
potential targets for a host of 
violence-prone elements in 
chaotic Karachi, j including 
drug barons, Muslim radicals 
and terroristse -seeking re- 
venge for last month’s ex- 
traction of the man accused 
of masterminding the Worid 
Trade Centre in iiNew York. 


The Washington Post, 
quoting an unidentified 
senior Clinton administration 
official, repented Thursday 
that one of the Americans 
killed was an intelligence 
it working under the tfi- 


piomanc cover. , 

The report did not say 
which victim it w^s, but said 
the U.S. government does 
not believe this was the mo- 
tive for the slayings. 

Instead, the official told 
the newspaper, investigators 
believe it was a payback for 
the extradition of, tbe Worid 
Trade Centre bombing sus- 
pect, Ramzi Yousef, or was 
related the ethnic violence in 
Karachi. 


Someone claiming respon- 
sibility for the attack called 
the Associated Press 
bnrean in Manila l the Philip- 
pines, Thursday 
“We killed the A 
Karachi. We are 

tion Anny,” the 

voice said. \ 

Police raided \a Manila 
apartment in Llamiazy and 
seized bomb- making mate- 
rials. They now Sunk Mr.- 
Yousef had been injtfie apart- 
ment. 


Godfather Riina gets 7ti life sentence 


PALERMO (R) — The 
mafia's captured “boss of 
bosses” Salvatore “the 
Beast” Riina has been sent- 
enced to life imprisonment 
for the seventh time, court 
sources said Friday. 

The sentence was passed 
late Thursday by a court in 
Sicily’s capital Palermo 
where Mr. Riina, arrested in 
1993 after 23 years on the 
run, bad been on trial for 
four killings in the 1980s. Six 
other accused were also 
.jailed for fife. 


The victims, one ohem 
slain in his hospital d in 
front of witnesses, we kil- 
led in a bloody war thgave 
Mr. Rnna and his Cormesi 
dan undisputed corn! of 
Cosa Nostra. 

Ail four dead werelated 
or linked to Sicilian gcather 
Gaetano Badalamenrwho 
fled abroad to escapefeath. 

He is now serving a^ear 
sentence in a U.S. if for 
organising the “pizza nnec- 
tion” heroin traffickg op- 
eration between Sic and 


the United States. 

Newspapers Friday quoted 
an American lawyer for Mr. 
Badalamenti, Larry Schoen- 
bach, denying reports that his 
71-year-old client was now 
wilting to return to Italy to 
testify. 

Mr. Riina and five other 
top mafiosi, all but one of 
them in captivity, were found 
guilty, of au four murders and 
sentenced to life terms. A 
seventh defendant was found 
guilty of one of the murders 
and also sentenced to life. 


Crime hits Russia vomen hardest 


MOSCOW (AP) — Women 
are suffering disprop- 
ortionately from Russia's 
singing crimes as rape and 
domestic violence soar and 
police remain reluctant to in- 
vestigate crimes against 
women, human rights activ- 
ists said. 

About 14,500 women died 
as a result of domestic vio- 
lence last year in Russia, said 
analyst Zoya Khotkina, 
whose research contributed 
to a scathing report released 
by Human Rights Watch- 
Helsinki Thursday. 

No official figures for 
domestic violence exist, Ms. 
Khotkina said at a news con- 
ference, because it is not 
defined as a crime in Russia’s 
criminal code. 

Her estimate comes from 
research by sociologists and 
human rights groups. 

The Human Rights Watch 
report also says police are 
citing growing crime as an 
excuse not to treat women 
who come to them after being 
sexually assaulted. 

The report was released 
the day after Russians 
marked International 


Women’s Day, to ca atten- 
tion to the problems egging 
Russia’s women. 

On Wednesday, miens of 
people across Russia ok the 
day off, showeringwomen 
with flowers, chocoes and 
praise in one of the untry's 
biggest holidays. 

But the study was that 
Russian women havlittle to 
celebrate. 

Both reported a I unre- 
ported cases of rs have 
increased in recent jirs, Mr. 
Khotkina said, yet e num- 
ber of rape prose cions has 
decreased, 

“This is a very i.turbing 
tendency,” she sai- adding 
that societal pressni against 
reporting sexual aiuft re- 
main extremely stug. 

The report empb ises that 
as violent crimes r: across 
Russia, the state is iiisitig to 
take crimes again women 
seriously. It cite several 
cases of women io were 
ignored, hara.ed or 
threatened by poe when 
they tried to repor exual or 
domestic assault. 


kova, coordinator of Moscow 
Trust Line for Battered 
Women. “If a woman goes to 
the police and tells them that 
she is being beaten by ber 
husband, they say ‘but he 
didn’t kfll you yet.” 

Such reactions by police 
further dissuade women from 
reporting abuse, she said. 

The report also calls atten- 
tion to state-sanctioned 
workplace discrimination 
against women. 


"The law doesi protect 
women,” said Mai a Piskla- 


Employers are openly re- 
fusing to hire or retain 
women employees to avoid 
paying expensive maternity 
benefits. And Russia's 
Soviet-era labour laws still 
forbid wotoen from working 
in certain occupations, such 
as mining and metal-working. 

The study says women are 
more threa tened by econo- 
mic inequality than ever be- 
fore ana have suffered more 
acutely from the country’s 
financial instability. 

Of Russia’s 2.3 million reg- 
istered unemployed, 67.3 per 
cent are women, and in some 
areas women make up 85 per 
cent of the unemployed. 


Argentina ‘keen to biffic bridges’ with U.K. 


LONDON (R) — Argentina 
is eager to rebuild bridges 
with Britain after the 1982 
Falklands War and joint oil 
exploration is an ideal way to 
start, Buenos Aires’ new 
ambassador to London said 
Friday. 

"The wounds are there but 
they are healing very quick- 
ly," Ambassador Rogelio 
Pfirter said. 

“Both governments de- 
finitely have a very construc- 
tive approach to each other 
he told Reuters in an inter- 
view, striking a conciliatory 
tone as he took up his new 
post. 

Argentina has claimed 
sovereignty over the British- 
held Falklands, which it calls 
the Malvinas, for 160 years. 
In 1982 it invaded the South 
Atlantic islands, setting off 
war in which its forces were 
overpowered by British 
forces. 

About 1 ,000 troops, mostly 
Argentine, died in the con- 
flict. Diplomatic relations 
were resumed in 1990 but 
Buenos Aires has never give 


up its sovereignty 

Argentine oil Am YPF 
and British Gas, laa to join 
forces on South ./antic oil 
and gas explorain, have 
tried to break the cdlockin 
negotiations bet- en Lon- 
don and Buena .ires by 
proposing to sharj mities. 

Ambassador II 5i»r was 
upbeat after the era meet- 
ing in London of ifechical oil 
experts from the' tw coun- 
tries. j 

“We hope tO;hav^coop- 
erative agieemerl as fiwhat 
the rules of the ;ame jm be 
there. T 

“Oil is the key ain the 
most significant resoiae,” 
be said, stressing thatthe 
continuing talks' are bW 
kept purposefullly low-fey 
and are strictly technical ad 
not political. \ 


He considers a joint d 
exploration agreement woufi 
be a major breakthrough. \ 
“That will \>e the first 
tangible, I ong-J asking agree* 1 
mem between Britain and 
Argentina since 1982. We 


will have something concrete 
to develop. It will oe signifi- 
cant way forward.” 

British Geological Survey 
experts say the area available 
for exploration is 50 per cent 
bigger than the | North Sea 
ana the potential 'for striking 
“black gold” is Veiy high. 

» While pursuing closer 
trade ties with Britain, 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem has often pledged: 
“Before the year 2000, the 
Malvinas will be Argentine 
again." 

Ambassador Pfirter said: 
“It is an Argentine aspira- 
tion.” 

But he stressed: “We are 
solemnly bound to seek die 
restitution of the islands ex- 
clusively by peaceful means'.” 

Argentina was angered by 
Britain's decision iia January 
to extend a fishing conserva- 
tion zone around the Falk- 
lands but Mr. Pfirter said he 
thought the matter could be 
smoothed given the political 
will. “I don’t think: there is 
| any insurmountable issue," 
\he said. 


Mandela 
is getting 
tough on 
dissent ! 


CAPE TOWN (R) 4- After 
10 months in power. Sooth 
Africa’s avuncular President 
Nelson Mandela 'is showing a 
stedy side that analysts be- 
lieve will reinforce tfr-e coun- 
try’s post-apartheid eco- 
nomy. 

Aides say while Mr. Man- 
dela, 76, still takes (tune to 
greet children and^ shake 
hands with all from diplomats 
to deliverymen, he is becom- 
ing increasingly • short- 
tempered and bard to please. 

Economists and political 
analysts welcomed the 
emerging hard edge to the 
man some diplomats and 
politicians call “Saint Nel- 
son". • 

“I don’t think: if s just an 
old man getting irritable,” 
Stellenbosch University poli- 
tical scientist Willie Breyten- 
bach told Reuters Friday. 

“It’s the message the 
businesspeople and investors 
need to hear..! It’s what 
ordinary South Africans are 
crying out f br."j 

Black political analyst 
Eugene Nyati sriid: “His new 
tough line is Song overdue 
and very correct... but he Is 
becoming quite | testy and in- 
creasingly intolerant of critic- 
ism.” ! 

Trade unio-tiists. police- 
men, soldiers, protesting 
school childreri and striking 
civil servants ;have felt the 
lash of his tongue in stern 
warnings agaiijst anarchy and 
vandalism, j 

Hours before he left for the 
U.N. World Summit on So- 
da! Development Thursday 
Mr. Mandeial told business- 
men in Johannesburg his 
patience whs seen as a 
weakness by workers and stu- 
dents trying to press un- 
reasonable 'demands. 

“I have closed that chap- 
ter. I have btsgged them. Now 
they must Meg me,” he said. 

On Wednesday Mr. Man- 
dela warned during a whip- 
cracking toi r of unruly black 
schools am and Cape Town 
that he woul d no longer toler- 
ate classrooi n strikes and de- 
monstration s. 

"I just v/ ant to warn you 
that my patience is getting 
exhausted. I am prepared to 
come downi on anybody who 
takes adva ntage... to drag 
this country into anarchy, 
he said. 

Opening the 1995 par- 
liamentary session three 
weeks ago, Mr. Mandela said 
he would/ crack down on 
strike violence, dissent in the 
police and army and any 
threat to the country’s stabil- 
ity- . , 

“Let it be dear to all that 
the battle .against the forces 
of anartihy and chaos has 
been joined. I ** r.o one say 
they haw ;.ui been warned/’ 
■he said. 



An elderly woman prays before bunting incense at the 
Ireido Memorial in Tokyo. Local survivors from the Great 
Tokyo Raid by U.S. B-29 bombers payed tribute to the 
dead, marking the 50th anniversary of the raid. The raid 
wiped out 270,000 houses within three hours 50 years ago 
(AFP pboto) 


Tokyo remembers 1945, 
U.S. bombing blitz 


TOKYO (Agencies) 
Tokyo residents Friday 


re- 


membered the U.S. air raid 
that devastated the capital 50 
years ago killing 100,000 peo- 
ple in die biggest incendiary- 
bomb attack on Japan during 
World War H. 

The city observed the 50th 
anniversary of what became 
known as the Great Tokyo 
Air Raid with a rally, a 
memorial service, film shows 
and concerts. 

“We can’t stop thinking of 
the cruelty of the air raid as 
much of Tokyo was burned to 
ashes and l(X) t 000 invaluable 
lives were lost,” Tokyo Gov- 
ernor Shifinchi Suzuki told 
the rally. 

“Today is the day to re- 
member true misery... the air 
raid will be engraved in oar 
memory forever,” Tokyo 
Assembly Chairman Norio 
Okuyama said. 

Thousands of relatives of 
the air-raid victims, Tokyo 
Gty officials and diplomats, 
including U.S. Ambassador 
Walter Mondale, attended 
the rally at central Hibiya 
Park. 

It was the first time a U.S. 
ambassador sat among rela- 
tives of victims. He was not 
asked to speak. 

Instead of blaming the Un- 
ited States for what some 
critics call an “indiscriminate 
and inhumane aback,” Prime 
Minister Tommichi 
Mura yam a said in an addres- 
sed delivered by a repre- 
sentative that Japan should 
first remember its own atroci- 
ties committed during World 
War H. 

"Japan inflicted unbear- 
able sorrow and suffering on 
people in Asia and other 
countries during the war,” 
Mr. Murayama said in the 
statement. “We must repent 
our past.” 

Shortly after midnight on 
March 10, 1945, more than 
300 U.S. B-29 bombers from 
the island of Saipan saturated 
central Tokyo, crowded with 
wooden, houses, with in- 
cendiary bombs. 

The firestorm they created 
killed 100,000 people. 

The raid was to develop 
into a pattern of bombing 
that was repeated against 
several Japanese cities until a 
more powerful weapon, the 
atom bomb, was used to 
force Japan into surrender. 

Atom bombs killed 


140.000 in Hiroshima on 
Aug. 6 and 70,000 in Nagasa- 
ki on Aug. 9. 

Japan accepted uncon- 
ditional surrender on Aug. 
15, 1945. 

Many survivors gave repor- 
ters their accounts of the 
Tokyo raid, but little rancour 
was directed at the United 
States. 

“I hated the United States 
at the time,” said Tosbitsugu 
Oda, 55, whose mother was 
killed in the attack. “But I no 
longer do, because it took 
place in tiie context of a bitter 
war.” 

“We should never forget 
that the prosperity of Tokyo, 
today one of the biggest and 
most vibrant cities in die 
worid. is built on the sacri- 
fices of those who lost their 
Uvea in the air raid,” Gov- 
ernor Suzuki said. 

“My 20-year-old brother 
was severely burned. He 
jumped into the Sumida Riv- 
er and died,” Chiyoko Naka- 
zato, 68, said after laying a 
wreath at the Tokyo Irei-In 
Temple. 

“I had to step over many 
corpses to flee to a nearby 
park,” she quietly told repor- 
ters. 

“As far as I am concerned, 
the Americans are still ene- 
mies. I shall never forget,” 
said Toshie Obayashi, who 
lost several relatives in the 
overnight raid of March 9-10, 
1945. 

“It’s true, Japan did start 
the war. But we were victims 
of the Americans,” Ms. 
Obayashi, 74, said, her face 
as dry and wrinkled as parch- 
ment 

The idea that Japanese 
might be victims of Amer- 
icans aggression during 
Worid War n is common 
currency among Japanese 
who lived through the era, 
although few, Friday, were as 
biting in their views as Ms. 
Obayashi. 

The ceremony gathered 
around 1,500 survivors, who 
responded to an appeal to 
mark a “Day of Peace” orga- 
nised by the city authorities. 

Some in the front rows 
shed tears in silence as they 
heard the Buddhist sutras. 
Others clutched a funeral pla- 
aue bearing the name of a 
dead loved-one. 

After Friday's Buddhist 
rites, 2.000 people attended 
the ceremony at Hibiya Park. 


Police 
move into 


place 

for Indian 


state polls 


NEW DELHI (R) — 
Thousands of paramilitary 
police took up positions in 
the eastern state of Bihar 
Friday to ensure peaceful 
voting as tiie current round of 
Indian state elections moved 
into its final phase. 

The vote is Bihar, which 
begins Saturday and con- 
tinues on March 15 and 19, 
has already been postponed 
once because of the poor 
security situation. 

Federal Election Commis- 
sioner T.N. Sesban warned 
Thursday, that he would stop 
the vote again if things did 
not go smoothly Saturday. 

Mr. Seshan threatened to 
declare the vote in Bihar null 
and void if it was “damaged” 
due to the state government’s 
failure to deploy paramilitary 
police forces adequately. 

Bihar will be the last of six 
states to hold assembly elec- 
tions in February and March 
in what is seen as a key test 
for the government of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. 

Mr. Rao’s Congress Party, 
hit by a series of reverses in 
state elections last year, 
needs to stop the rot and 
produce a creditable per- 
formance to position itself for 
general elections due by the 
middle of 1996. 

Up to 50 people, inducting 
a candidate, have been killed 
in the campaign in Bibar, a 
wild and populous agricultu- 
ral and mining state in east- 
ern India. 

Senior local official Rajiv 
Kumar told the Press Trust of 
India (PTT) that 3.000 para- 
military police had moved 
into place in tiie Ranchi dis- 
trict of Bihar to ensure a 
trouble-free vote Saturday. 

Thousands more are de- 
ployed across the state. 

Officials say the border be- 
tween Bihar and the state of 
West Bengal has been sealed 
to prevent agitators entering 
during tiie election. 

PTI quoted official sources 
as saying armed police and 
security personnel would be 
deployed at every polling 
booth in the state, and police 
had been ordered to “shoot 
on sight" at anyone trying to 
disrupt the vote. 

Paramilitaries from the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
and border security force also 
moved into place to protect 
voting in the mountainous 
state of Arunachal Pradesh 
on the far northeast border 
with Quna, where voting also 
takes place Saturday. 

PTI reported that up to 
10,000 security personnel had 
been deployed in Arunachal 
Pradesh for the vote and In- 
dian Air Force helicopters 
had helped transport person- 
nel to the more remote parts- 

PTI said that in the neigh- 
bouring state of Orissa, 
Where the second and final 
day of voting took place 
Thursday, an angry mob bad 
sacked two polling stations, 
tearing up voting papers and 
smashing ballot boxes. 

Tbe leftist Janata Dal is 
expected to retain control of 
both Orissa and Bihar, but 
with much reduced majori- 
ties. 

Counting also takes place 
Saturday in the western state 
of Maharashtra, India's most 
industrialised area, where the 
state-ruling Congress Party is 
expected to scrape back 
home, and in neigh bearing 
Gujarat, where the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatija Janata 
Party (BJP) is looking to take 
power. 


U.S. military enters high activity era 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Tbe military’s peacekeeping 
and humanitarian activities 
have expanded greatly, 
according to a Pentagon re- 
view that is likely to raise new 
concerns among Republican 
lawmakers about U.S. com- 
bat readiness. 


Since January 1992, U.S. 
mititaiy forces have been in- 
volved in one combat opera- 
tion in Somalia and 15 huma- 
nitarian operations, accord- 
ing to a senior military officer 
who briefed reporters on the 
study done for the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. The huma- 
nitarian operations include 
hurricane Andrew; the Los 
Angeles earthquake; and 
providing aid to refugees in 
Bosnia, Rwanda and Soma- 
lia. 


From tbe fall of tiie Berlin 
Wall in November 1989 until 
January 1992 — when the last 
such study was done — the 
officer cited three combat op- 
erations — inducting the in- 
vasions of Panama and 


Kuwait — and four huma- 
nitarian missions. A com- 
plete description of all the 
missions cited by tiie officer 
wasn’t available. 

The new study “found an 
unprecedented period of 
activity for tbe armed forces 
— a number of humanitarian 
operations, some preventive 
or deterrent deployments, a 
combat operation in Soma- 
lia,” said the officer, speak- 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity- 

"We recognised that we 
had to come to terms with the 
expansion of peacekeeping,” 
said the officer, who said new 
military doctrine and educa- 
tion has been developed to 
help tire military cope with 
the change. 

Many in the new Republi- 
can majority in Congress 
have criticised the Clinton 
administration for embroiling 
the military too deeply in 
humanitarian operations, 
accusing the administration 
of hurting Jroops’ ability to 
erations. 


“There should be no mis- 
take about what the fun- 
damental purpose of Amer- 
ica's armed forces are — they 
are to fight and win the na- 
tion’s wars,” the officer said. 
“But... we can do a lot of 
things with tbe armed forces 
even as they are organised, 
prepared, trained and equip- 
ped for that vital and most 
significant function, to assist 
in the development of the 
worid we seek to live in 
peacetime.” 


Whether the Pentagon is 
able to fight and win two 
major regional conflicts with 
its pared-down force struc- 
ture of 1,4 million troops is 
also a bone of contention 
between some on Capitol Hfli 
and administration officials 
who contend that they have 
not pared tiie force too sev- 
erely. 



The last such post-cold war 
study was done under the 
tonner .chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Gen. Cotin 
Powell, in 1992. 


American airline^ 
introduces J 




carry-on meals 

DALLAS (R) - 
beard of carry-on log© ft" . 
How about carTy-on tan Snjlf 
American Airiines, in a ® .iifjv ** 
to trim costs, has launch? HI' v 


more casual “bistre’’ U J 
service on short 


0” a J 

Under the new servirefjffl^ 
sengers pick up their b* ,- r 
fasts or lunches from coo/.;^ 
set up by the baording ■ 
Only first-dass passengeq^'.' 
those who have reqnQ .' ; 
special meals get meal sen ' . 

at their seats, the largest ft* 
airline said. Spokesman jV 
Crawley said the new sen ; 
will let passengers eat befe/-. 
boarding and will pre^ . 

waste from meals that- ■ ' J ... 
uneaten on board the pfo : 

“The shorter flights 'j.'-/ 
where we find the wastag 
tie said, noting passes . 

tend to eat meals on lou V' 
routes. American sefr 
.190,000 meals a day offj;,, : . 

flights, he noted. HonsjfJ 
and Washington’s natioj. j-. 
airport were the first to D 
the service on Ameri^'v - . 
Sights of two 2 Vi hours, ' . 

American said the scrtj^'C " 
was extended to BaWo&': • 
and New Orleans in tbe piV 
two weeks. The airline ' 
the bistro service will sprq \ .- •• 
throughout most of its l? 
system this year. It said i - . 
idea for the meal service or ; ' • 
ginated in Europe. 7 


Collectors abuzz 
over flawed 
1995 penny 


HARTFORD, Connectia " ’ 
(AP) — A penny saved cod'";- 
mean $200 earned for a na " . 
whose discovery of doofe 
letters on a 1995 penny hr ', 
sent the coin-coUecting wort '• 
into a tizzy. ‘Tm a workfe 
guy who got lucky," sai 1 ' 
Felix Dausflio, 47, a sdx» 
custodian and coin collear ~ 
who discovered tiie penoj- :: 
Coin experts say as masvi> 
600.000 of the Philadelptej- - 
minted pennies could be £ 
circulation. Similar coin-" 
have sold for $175 to $20 fr' ’ 
“It’s a pretty exciting find, 1 -- : 
said Bill CHbbe, editor c- ' 
Coin World magazine in Sc ■ 
□ey, Ohio, which reported a :v 
tiie penny in its latest isnlc- 
U.S. mint officials said the- 
have yet to see the penny w— 
cannot confirm if it is a oh.: - 
time occurrence or if 
exist The coin, displayed i 
an Atlanta Collecting 
vention last weekend, 
blurred letters in the 
“liberty” and “in God.” 04' 
lectors believe it might bcK 
double-die penny, one cre- 
ated when a die, the device 
used to stamp images c* . 
blank coins, has off-centsT 
impressions. When dies m~. 
made, they are pressed more 
than once with the raima. 
image of what is to appear at ^ 
the com. If the images arend. 
precisely lined up, the letten . 
and pictures appear rant 
than once. Doubled dies an ' * 
not rare, experts say, but Ml ' 
Dausilio’s is a major fix., 
because of how clearly ; 
overlapping letters stand out.’/; 


Killer whale 
calf loses 
fight for life 


VANCOUVER, British Oi ; ; / 
utnbia (AP) — ScfaooW^-V'. 
dren and other aquarium vid >. . ; 
tors choked back tears as). 
newborn killer whale stnj 
gled briefly for life bef»v..' A “ 
dying while its moti^ 
nudged it around a pod; : - 
"She was trying hard toff.,; 
the baby to the surface, m „ - 
there was never a time 
the baby looked vigorous. 

David Huff, veterinarian , -. t ; 
the Vancouver Aquariw* ;; :r - ; 
said. Mr. Huff said the ' 

orca likely survived for oriyk ;" 
few minutes. He descriM.;:;: ■ 
the mother, Bjossa, as J 
"very caring mom.” ‘ 

were a lot of red eyes,”*** ; - - • " 
John Nightingale, 
aquarium’s executive dii*.' 
tor. The calf s body wasj®^;’ v 
temporarily with its nr " ? 

so she could mourn. ~" 
first calf died in 198S _ - .... 
weeks of age. Her second, 

1991, survived for tbt* 

months. ’ 


Taj Mahal can 
corrupt husbands^ 
Zhirinovsky says : 


NEW DELHI (AP) — -V f : 
si an ultranationatist VladnJ>;^;-‘ 

Zhirinovsky, true to his reft; - ?'*; - ’ - 

tation for outrageous ‘ - .>■ 

mentis, called the magnified -J ; -v .. r 
17th century Taj ; : 

symbol of corruption. ; 

Taj Mahal may be a rmnar /: 
able structure, but it can co 1 ’ ■ ; ? : 

nipt husbands,” he said /. :; ic ‘ * 
news conference endiM •> 

three-day visit to India. ; : V 

Taj Majal is a monument®;^ r . . 
reminds husbands to inowt^ 
id corruption so that they '' r .-r 

build their Taj Majal for m ■ * e . 
wives,” Mr. Zhirinovsky s* ^ > — 


of tiie monument 
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■%iN. Korea 


bn nuclear 
£: r :' : ; ;accord 

f hi Wf .. ■».' r j>11 



.-;H r*' 5*, 'accept two light- 
~ s „ j^ij’.-fear reactors to be supplied 
— c: r^;\ :: -:V-by South Korea, despite 
- . hi*. ^'Pyongyang’s threat to pull 

■ “-//’out of a nuclear deal if 
5 "‘ Washington insists in backing 

* ' D.r .// ';/--“:-.; , Seoul on this matter. 

*h*rrr *1' pj* : > _ “There is no alternative," 

; h? ‘-jkid U-S. ambassador-at- 

3 ■ ■ V large Robert Galhicci, who 

3 • s.vi; r . '//-I ' j^otiated the Oct, 21 agree- 
3 . I*.* . -.ft, _ inent to provide new nudear 

/reactors and financial support 
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n '-*' ■“ to North Korea in exchange 
"’fet Pyongyang freezing and 
"iUsmantling its suspected 
military nuclear programme. 
//Mr. GaJJucci’s comments 
f 'came after he signed a pact 


"*~and South Korea creating the 
//Korean Peninsula Energy 
" ^/Development Organisation 
^ (KEDO) consortium that is 
r to provide North Korea with 
. /two, 1,000 megawatt lightwa- 
/ter nudear reactors at a cost 
‘ of some $4 billion. 

In Seoul Friday, officials 
called the North's threats 
^predictable" and forecast 
that the standoff could con- 
tinue for some time. 

“North Korea is expected 
to announce its objections to 
." South Korean model reactors 
- a few more times in the fu- 
7 Ture,” Yonhap News Agency 
' qhoted an unnamed senior 
~ official as saying. 

~ ‘ In Tokyo, Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono told a press con- 
ference that he expected 
; twists and turns before the 
'April 21 target date for the 
North to accept the reactors 
from the KEDO. 

■ A number of countries that 
had voiced interest in taking 
part in the project failed to 

; sign on as expected at the 
U.S. mission to the United 
Nations in New York Thurs- 
day, diplomatic sources said. 

Australia, New Zealand 
. and Canada have agreed to 
i contribute bat their com- 
' bined funds, according to di- 
" plomatic sources, would total 
less than $7 million. 

‘ : The KEDO discussions 
attracted representatives 
: -from Australia, Bahrain, Bri- 
tain, Brunei, Canada, Fin- 
land, France, Germany, In- 
* donesia, Italy, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, 
.New Zealand, Philippines, 

' Qatar, Russia, Singapore, 
Thailand and United Arab 
Emirates. 

. For months, U.S. officials 
had been hinting that finan- 
; cjal support would be coming 
from petroleum-rich Arab 
nations but as of Thursday, 
none had signed on to 
■REDO. 

. “In broad and general 
.terms, we aree confident that 
we can pat the financing 
together," Mr. Gallucd said, 
adding that Seoul would play 
a central role and Tokyo a 
significant one. 

North Korea Friday again 
angrily refused to accept 
South Korean reactors. 
f “At this moment... it is our 
predominant premonition 
-that an agreement on the 
•provision of LWRs (light- 
water reactors) may fail to 
see the light (of day) and the 
DPRK-U.S. agreed 
framework may be reduced 
to a sheet of paper," the 
Korea Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said. 

Calling its refusal to South 
Korean reactors “uneqirivoc- 
al'% the agency said in a 
report monitored in Tokyo 
that the DPRK (North 
Korea) had not recognised 
and did “not want to know 
about” the KEDO. 

- “We do not want to see the 
nullification of the agreed 
framework (of the October 
accord with Washington) but 
we cannot cling to it at the 
expense of national interests 
ahd sovereignty," KCNA 
skid. 

■ North Korea had express- 
ed inrerest in British or Ger- 
man lightwater reactors to 
replace the North's existing 


. a ]Cj replace the Norths existing 
■y o i 2 H ^ ‘ ii . graphite-moderated reactors 

1 rnOl “ lat U.S. military offidalssay 
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could produce enough pluto- 
nium to make a half-dozen 
nuclear weapons. 

Washington insists South 
Korea is footing the bulk of 
the bill for the £4 billion 
construction project and 
should supply the reactors. 

Mr. Gallucci said the tech- 
nical, political and financial 
viabiity of the project was 
settled with the North Ko- 
! reans before the Oct. 21 
agreement. 

"To say at this point that 
DPRK would like other 
knns..., that is a change. We 
don’t plan on changing the 
Posture we adopted last 
year,” he added. 



National Assembly Speaker Hwang Nak-Jo An Dong-Seen (left), as Mr. Hwang struggles 
(centre) is Mocked and poshed bade through in vain to leave hfs home for the parfiament 
Ms porch by opposition lawmakers, including (AFP photo) 

Police may end Seoul blockade 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea's opposition Friday 
stepped up the virtual hostage 
taking of two National 
Assembly speakers as the rul- 
ing party appeared ready to 
use police to end a filibuster 


Assembly Speaker Hwang 
Nak-Ju tried but foiled again 
in a new attempt to leave his 
home where he has been 
blockaded by opposition 
lawmakers for five days, a 
witness said. The opposition 
launched protests to stop a 
controversial election law 
being passed. 

Mr. Hwang’s aides grap- 
pled with opposition mem- 
bers bat they were pushed 
back. The entrance to Mr. 
Hwang’s residence was barri- 
caded with parked cars. 

“There is no change in oar 
position that the bill must be 
passed within the current 
assembly session," said Park 
Bum- Jin, a spokesman for 
the ruling Democratic liber- 
al ‘Party {DLP). 

“We cannot allow' 'the Sei- 


zure to continue for long,” be 
added in a hint that force 
coaid be used. 

The DLP had called a 
week-long special session 
starting last Thursday to 
enact controver si al election 
law changes. 

Bat the opposition Demo- 
cratic Party (DP) started pro- 
tests in an effort to force tbe 
government to drop a plan to 
use its majority to ram 
changes through the assem- 
bly. 

A top-level DLP meeting 
decided to pass the law 
changes by this weekend and 
ordered its leaders to work 
out strategy to free tbe speak- 
er and his deputy, DLP 
sources said. 

Police could be used to free 
Mr. Hwang or Deputy 
Speaker Lee Han-Dong from 
the opposition blockade so 
one can preside over the 
assembly session, the 
Yonhap News Agency said. 

An idea to ase Mr. 
Hwang’s residence as a, tem- 
' poraiy conference MU. to 


Queen Elizabeth praises 
courage in N. Ireland 


ARMAGH, Northern Ire- 
land (AP) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth n, visiting Northern 
Ireland for the first time since 
an IRA ceasefire, praised its 
divided people — and they 
cheered her. 

The monarch who came to 
restore city status to Armagh, 
the ecclesiastical capital of 
Ireland, spoke in a relaxed 
atmosphere that would have 
been difficult to create before 
the Irish Republican Army 
ceasefire. It began on Sept. 1. 

Addressing church and 
political leaders in an 
Armagh chapel, the queen 
said tbe people of Northern 
Ireland “have shown courage 
and compassion of an ex- 
traordinary kind." 

'Today as they begin to 
look towards a more peaceful 
future, Armagh, with its two 
great cathedrals standing so 
close together, presents a 
powerful symbol of the 
strength, spirit and hopes of 
people across Northern Ire- 
land," she said. 

Attending the ceremony 
were the Protestant Church 
of Ireland primate, 
Archbishop Robin Eames, 
and the Catholic primate. 
Cardinal Cahal Daly. 

Armagh, ecclesiastical 
capital for the Irish Republic 
and British-ruled Northern 
Ireland, has Catholic and 


Protestant cathedrals on 
adjacent hills. Legend has it 
that St. Patrick chose 
Armagh, 35 miles (56 kms) 
southwest of Belfast, as his 
seat in the fifth century. 

The Queen is temporal 
head of the Anglican Church 
of England. 

Earlier, cheering crowds 
greeted the queen and her 
husband, Prince Philip, when 
they arrived in Belfast at the 
start of their day-long visit. 

Usually members of the 
royal family venture into 
Northern Ireland with no 
advance notice, but this visit 
was well publicised for days. 

The queen, clad in a scarlet 
coat and bat, opened a £89 
million (S142 million) road 
and rail bridge over the River 
T -agan in Belfast. 

To avoid embarrassing the 
queen, members of the Bel- 
fast City Council, who in- 
cluded 10 members of Sinn 
Fein, the political party that 
supports the ERA, were not 
invited to the bridge opening. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams dismissed the visit as 
“very such a local thing. ” 

“T would not even be that 
concerned — Mrs. Windsor 
can come and go as she 
wants, our people will deal 
with that at the appropriate 
level.” Mr. Adams said. 


Nigeria arrests 29 soldiers, 
civilians over coup plot 


LAGOS (AFP) — The Nige- 
rian military government has 
arrested 29 military officers 
and civilians in connection 
with a foiled coup plot to 
overthrow it, the armed 
forces chief-of-staff said Fri- 
day. 

General Abdul Sal am Abu 
Bakar gave a press confer- 
ence here and for the first 
time confirmed media reports 
that soldiers had been 
arrested in connection with a 
planned coup against Gener- 
al Sani Abacha’s junta. 

“From the interim report 
which I have received. I’m 
now in the position to con- 
firm that some military offic- 
ers and civilians had ganged 
up to organise a coup d'etat 
against the federal military 
government,” he said. 

" “The coup was planned for 
the 1st of March,” he added. 

Press reports said Monday 
that between 150 and 260 


officers had been arrested af- 
ter the uncovering of a plot to 
stage a coup on the night of 
March 1 during the Eid AJ- 
Fitr, the celebration marking 
the end of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Officials at first said there 
was no coup plot and denied 
that arrests had been made, 
but then admitted to laun- 
ching a probe within the army 
to find out who was responsi- 
ble for ramour-raongering 
that had led to alleged dis- 
satisfaction in the services. 

In a separate development, 
police arrested retired 
General Shehu Musa Yar’A* 
dua overnight Wednesday at 
his official residence in the 
federal capital Abuja 

Gen. Yar'Adua was the 
number two in former milit- 
ary leader General Olusegun 
Obasanjo's regime from 
1976-1979. 


vote od the law was dropped 
after Mr. Hwang opposed the 
measure. 

But the DP said it had 
stepped up surveillance of the 
speakers, keeping 23 law- 
makers at Mr. Hwang’s resi- 
dence and another 18 at Mr. 
Lee's house. There were also 
assistants and drivers. 

President Him Yoang- 
S&m, now in Europe, re- 
portedly told die DLP to 
make sure no ugly scenes 
were seen on foreign televi- 
sion before his return on 
March 15. Mr. Hwang and 
Mr. Lee are also opposed to 
using police to end the dra- 
ma, Yonhap said. 

The DLP wants to change 
die election law before load 
polls in Jane in a way that 
would bar political parly 
candidates for mid-level 
administrator positions. 

The opposition has accused 
the DLP of trying to bar them 
from the elections because 
they fear, a ^ defeat in the 
maiyortf /gubejrifotoiia/ 
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Greek 
president 
sworn in 


ATHENS (R) — ■ Costis 
Stephanopoulos, a well re- 
spected but little-known 
politician, was sworn in as 
Greece’s new state president 
Friday to succeed the legen- 
dary figure of veteran Con- 
stantine Kararaanlis. 

Byzantine chants rang out 
and a military colour-guard in 
Macedonian fighting dress 
stood by as Archbishop 
Serapheim of Greece over- 
saw the ceremony at the cen- 
tral parliament. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos, 68, 
succeeds Mr. Karamaniis, 88, 
a legend who towered over 
the Greek political scene for 
more than half a century. 

Mr. Karamaniis flew home 
from self-imposed -exile in 
Paris in 1974 to oversee the 
restoration of democracy af- 
ter a military junta fell. He 
guided Greece into the Euro- 
pean Union in 1981. 

First elected deputy in 
1935, he served for 14 years 
as prime minister and 10 as 
president. He was elected to 
parliament 12 times. 

He told Mr. Stephano- 
poulos during the handover 
ceremony: “Your virtues and 
your long political experience 
mil help you fulfil the mis- 
sion you begin today.” 

Mr. Stephanopoulos re- 
turned the compliment, 
saying the Greek people 
“appreciated what you have 
down for the nation," espe- 
cially for the economy and 
the establishment of demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. Karamaniis* five-year 
term was to end in may but 
he stood down early after 
parliament elected Mr. 
Stephanopoulos. - 

Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou made no effort 
to conceal his support for Mr. 
Stephanopoulos to avoid 
national elections and ensure 
his Socialists served their full 
four-year term to 1997. 

The new president, the 
fifth since democracy was res- 
tored, is respected across the 
political spectrum for his in- 
tegrity and candour. 

He is expected to be more 
outspoken on foreign and 
domestic issues than his pre- 
decessors, and to use his 
office to press for greater 
integrity in Greek politics. 


Dudayev asks U.S., Germany to intervene 

3 months on, Russian army 
stumbles in Chechen quagmire 


SHALE, Russia (Agencies) 
— Three months after they 
marched into the breakaway 
Republic of Chechenya, Rus- 
sian troops. are still locked in 
fighting with secessionist 
forces loyal to President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who is 
calling on the mainly-Muslim 
republic to wage a “holy 
war”. .. 

In the weeks since the Rus- 
sian tanks rolled into the 
small Caucasus republic last 
Dec. 11. Moscow's forces ' 
have managed only slow 
progress and then only at the 
cost of high-intensity bomb- 
ing that has devastated tbe 
territory's main towns. 

The enormous Russian war 
machine- of thousands of 
armoured tanks and tens of 
thousands of men sent by 
Moscow to “restore order” - 
has in those weeks and 
months succeeded only in 
taking one major town. 

Even there, in a city fiat- 
tened by the barrage of 
bombs and shells poured 
down by Russian artillery and 
air power, the victory has not 
proved total. 

Handfuls of Chechen fight- 
ers still feel free to harass and 
kill the Russian soldiers, en- 
tering the town at night in 
small commando units — 
attacking the Russian troops 
occasionally destroying one 
of their armoured cars. 

In the rest of the republic, 
the Russian’s problems are 
worse. 

As if to demonstrate their 
oon timring difficulties, Rus- 
sian troops last weekend 
foiled in separate bids to take 
the key eastern village of 
Dzhalka, a vital point on the 
road between Argun -and 
Gudermes, and the western 


towns of Acbkhoi-Martan 
and tiny Bamut. 

Slow as it is, and if the 
massive troop superiority 
makes the Russian advance 
seem unstoppable, the often 
ill-trained troops have not yet 
overcome the fierce resist- 
ance put up by the Chechen 
separatists. . 

While rebel support among 
the Chechen civilians is not 
universal, die separatist au- 
thorities loyal to Mr. 
Dudayev, the renegade for- 
mer Soviet Air Force general 
who declared the republic in- 
dependent three years ago, 
on Thursday showed they 
were willing to prolong the 
war calling, a “general mobi- 
lisation” in the “holy war.” 

Called by Mr. Dudayev to 
the town of Shali, the Con- 
gress of Chechen People 
agreed^ Thursday, to place 
the once scarcely religious 
republic under Islamic Sharia 
Law and give religious au- 
thorities a greater say in the 
running of its social affairs, 
notably in education. 

Tbe Congress, a group of 
around 100 “elders” and reli- 
gious leaders gathered in the 
town's central mosque, called 
on each town and village 
across the republic to provide 
men and resources for the 
fight against the Russian 
“aggressor”. 

If Chechen offidals admit 
that the general mobilisation 
will probably not be strictly 
observed, they say it is im- 
portant nonetheless as an ex- 
pression of intent which each 
village can observe as it 
chooses. 

The declaration of the 
fighting, made offidal by 
Islamic elders in village of 
Avturi, some seven 


Bur by mid-morning 
sources at the Chechen separ- 
atist military command in 
Ghaft said there had been no 
unusual Russian troop move- 
ment towards Argun. 

• Shells slammed into the 
town at the rate of every five 
to 10 seconds for an hour 
early Friday before tapering 
off. Tbe attack could be 
heard in Gfaah 15 kilometres 
to the south. 

Argun also lies 15 
kilometres east of the 
Chechen capital. 

Russian forces have un- 
leashed artillery barrages on 
the town for the last three 
months without actually laun- 
ching a true offensive to cap- 
ture Argon. 

Mr. Dudayev appealed to 
'world leaders and “especially 
.the United States and Ger- 
many” to intervene to stop 
Russia’s bloody bid to put 
(town the region's bid for 
. independence. 

In a commentary published 

• in the Washington Post Fri- 
day, Mr. Dudayev said 
30,000 innocent civilians, 
both Russians and Chechens, 
have been killed and 500,000 
made homeless in the 12- 
week war in Chechenya. 

“To stop this terrible 
bloodshed, we call upon the 
leaders of the world’s demo- 
. Grades, especially the United 
' States and Germany, to inter- 
vene,” he wrote. 

Mr. Dudayev said his gov- 
ernment was willing to 
negotiate a mutually benefi- 
cial relationship with Mos- 
cow, but Russia had been 
unwilling and obstructive. 

He sard tbe “real issue” in 
Russia’s bid to quell the 
Chechen drive for independ- 
ence was oil. 


kilometres (five miles) east of 
Shali Wednesday, oould be 
even more significant bring- 
ing tbe prospect of support 
from other Islamic author- 
ities in and beyond tbe Cau- 
casus. 

And the elders ordered 
each family to send one man 
to fight, changing the context 
of a dispute in which the 
Chechen fighters were to 
date mostly volunteers who 
took up readily-available 
arms on the arrival of the 
Russian soldiers. 

Now arming themselves 
more for a guerrilla war than 
a battlefield confrontation, 
the Chechens have at last 
admitted, implicitly if not 
officially, that the Russians 
will over the next few weeks 
or months likely take control 
of the remaining key towns 
— Argun, Shall, Acbkhoi- 
Martan and Gudermes. 

“But when they have taken 
the towns, the war will only 
have just begun," a Chechen 
military commander said re- 
cently. 

After die Russian bombing 
and the Chechen resistance in 
the towns, the Chechens are 
now preparing for a long 
third phase of tbe war — the 
retreat into the mountains in 
the south. From there, they 
say. they intend to win. 

Russian forces Friday 
pounded the strategically im- 
portant town of Argun with 
the fiercest artillery barrage 
yet since they took op posi- 
tion nearby three months 
ago. 

Russian troops have gener- 
ally pounded Chechen separ- 
atist positions with major 
shelling before launching 
offensives to try to seize such 
zones. 


Bosnia’s Croats, Muslims agree integration moves 


BONN (R) — Tbe two lead- 
ers of Bosnia’s Muslim-Croat 
federation* said Friday they 
had agreed to take concrete 
steps to set up joint institu- 
tions ' Wd ’ deepen pohticaf 
aSoperatioh” • ’ • - ' • 

.- Kxesimir 2&bak, theCroat 
president of the federation 
and his Muslim deputy Ejup 
Game, agreed to strengthen 
the federation's government, 
assemble a mixed army and 
set up local councils and a 
common court system. 

Speaking after talks in 
Bonn, they said most of the 
planned ‘ measures would 
come into effect by April 15. 

“We aim to implement the 
federation's constitution and 
the agreements accompany- 
ing it as quickly and as fully 
as possible. There is no 
alternative to the federation 
for us,” they said in a joint 
declaration. 

The year-old federation 
pact brought to a halt 
Muslim-Croat fighting in tbe 
Bosnian war but has until 
now produced little in the 
way of joint institutions or 
cooperation. 

The declaration said all 
cantons of the federation that 
had not been established yet 
would be formed by April 15. 
It also contained the pledge 
to create armed forces free of 
religious or "national discri- 
mination. . 

The federation would also 
by April 15 present a plan for 


the return' of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who 
fled the fighting, the declara- 
tion said. 

It added that a road linking 
yhf-'iqriiis of , Dpljani, . ana 
Doboj. would be patrolled by 
cantonal police from ApriL 1 
to ensure the free movement 
of people and goods along 
the road. 

In addition, the federa- 
tion’s government and mum- 
tries would rapidly be fur- 
nished with the funds and 
staff they needed, the dec- 
laration said. 

“The federation's govern- 
ment structures must be built 
up,” it said. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, host of the 
talks, told reporters: “I hope 
that we have come an impor- 
tant step closer towards an 
overall peaceful solution." 
He urged Mr. Game and Mr. 
Zubak to fulfil their pledges. 

The federation last Mon- 
day formed a military bloc 
with a joint co mman d against 
separatist Serbs holding large 
swathes of both countries. 

.. But Ganic said the federa- 
tion would remain open to 
the Bosnian Serbs. 

“We will also offer the 
concept of federation to the 
Serbs and tell them that they 
can live without a greater 
Serbia," he said. “Our bor- 
ders will always be open. J ’ 

Meanwhile, the U.N. relief 
agency cut food aid Umrsday 


to more than 100,000 needy 
Croatian Serbs and to rebel 
Bosnian Muslims because 
their leaders are obstructing 
efforts to feed hungry nprtb- 
w^ .PospiaL ... 

Tbe assertive move by the 
U.N- High Commissioner for 
refugees came after months 
in which military forces 
opposed to the Bosnian gov- 
ernment have permitted only 
a trickle of food into the 
government-held Bihac area. 

“The decision to cut aid 
was not easOy brought, but 
the continued blockage by 
Croatia's Serbs to the desper- 
ately needy in Bihac left us 
no other choice,’’ said 
UNHCR spokeswoman 
Alemka Lisinski at headquar- 
ters in Zagreb. 

About 200,000 people are 
surrounded in government- 
held territory in northwest 
Bosnia. Croatian Serbs con- 
trol access from the north and 
west, and are allied with re- 
bel Muslims under wariord 
Fikret Abdic, who control 
the north' part of tbe Bihac 
pocket. 

Access from the south and 
east is controlled by Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The main access roads for 
food aid from warehouses in 
Zagreb, about 75 kilometres 
(45 miles) to the north, go 
through territory controlled 
by the Croatian Serbs and 
Abdic’s forces. 

Even under a four-month 


ceasefire agreement in effect 
until May 1, the Bihac area 
has been the site of regular 
fighting. Bosnian radio re- 
ported more fighting Thurs- 
day,, and said Croatian Serb 
shelling had wounded a large 
number- • of ■ civilians. U.N. 
officials, whose access is sev- 
erely restricted, could not 
confirm the reports. 

Aid officials have warned 
that there is a threat of 
starvation in tbe Bihac area 
because of the lack of food 
reaching it. Since May 1994, 
only 20 per cent of the neces- 
sary food has readied the 
Bihac area, Ms. Lisinski said. 

She said the leader of 
Croatian Serbs, Milan’ Mar- 
tic, would be infonned of the 
decision in his headquarters 
in Knin, about 200 kilometres 
(125 miles) south of Zagreb. 

The cntbff applies to all of 
the roughly one-third of 
Croatia under Serb control, 
even areas far from the Bihac 
frontline. Ms. Lisinski said 
UNHCR cares for about 
110,000 people, most of them 
refugees, in those areas. 

UNHCR normally tries to 
provide 1,300 metric tons of 
food per month, she said. 

Ms. Lisinski said that Bos- 
nian Muslims living in land 
controlled by Mr. Abdic in 
the northwest tip of Bosnia 
also would be cut off. The. 
number of people there is 
undear, but is thought to be 
20,000-30,000. 


Chirac gains while ethics questions plague BaUadur 


PARIS (Agencies) — Jac- 
ques Chirac gained important 
endorsements Thursday for 
his surging presidential cam- 
paign while the former fron- 
trunner, Premier Edouard 
BaUadur, tumbled farther be- 
hind amid accusations of 
ethical lapses. 

A group of 22 parliament 
members, from centre-right 
parties that form a key por- 
tion of Mr. Ballad oris sup- 
port, said they were backing 
Mr. Chirac, the conservative 
mayor of Paris, in the race to 
succeed President Francois 
Mitterrand in May. 

The legislators had hoped 
someone from their own 
coalition, the Union for 
French Democracy (UDF), 
would ran. But former Presi- 
dent Valery Giscard D’Es- 
taing and former Premier 
Raymond Barre decided 
within the past week not to 
enter the race. 

The legislators, splitting 
from UDF colleagues who 
back Mr. Balladur, said only 
Mr. Chirac had the ‘“will and 
the pugnacity” to lead France 
effectively. His ideas for 
combatting unemployment 
were bolder than Mr. Balia- 
dur's they said. 

A Louis Harris poll re- 
leased Thursday showed Mr. 
Chirac winning a two-man 
runoff against Mr. Balladur 


60 per cent to 40, a reversal 
of the results two months 
ago. But Mr. Chirac is more 
likely to face Socialist candi- 
date Lionel Jospin in the May 
7 runoff, and would win 56- 
.44, the poll indicated. 

In the multiple-candidate 
first round April 23, Mr. 
Chirac would lead with 26 per 
cent, followed by Mr. Jospin 
with 22 per cent and Mr. 
BaUadur with 19 per cent, 
down from 29 per cent a 
month earlier. 

Louis Harris said many of 
the 1,010 surveyed voters felt 
Mr. Balladur didn’t care ab- 
out tbe problems of ordinary 
people and bad mishandled a 
scandal involving illegal wire- 
tapping in a political corrup- 
tion case. 

The survey was conducted 
Monday, just before Mr. Bal- 
ladur confirmed press revela- 
tions that he made 100,000 
francs ($20,000) a month in 
consulting fees from his for- 
mer company while a mem- 
ber of parliament from 19SS- 
93. 

Though the payments 
apparently were not illegal, 
Mr. Balladur’s political roes 
nonetheless accused him of a 
grave ethical lapse. 

“It’s unacceptable that par- 
liament members can serve as 
consultants when we well 
know that most of the time 


these services are fictitious,” 
said Martin Malvy, Socialist 
leader in the National 
Assembly. , 

Claude Estier, a Socialist 
senator and campaign aide to 
Mr. Jospin, said it was “com- 
pletely shocking” that Mr. 
Balladur earned such sums 
while in parliament and had 
not disclosed them earlier. 

Mr. Balladur, who pre- 
viously had balked at disclos- 
ing details of his personal 
finances, said Wednesday be 
would make such a disclosure 
“in the coming days.” 

His spokesman. Budget 
Minister Nicolas Sarkozy, 
said it had become the 
“priority" of the campaign to 
besmirch Mr. BaUadur. 

In a curious twist to the 
■ campaign, Mr. Chirac, this 
week picked np the support 
of two well-known Mitter- 
rand loyalists — former Paris 
opera chief Pierre Berge and 
the president’s nephew, TV 
announcer Fredenc Mitter- 
rand. 

Meanwhile, an influential 
figure on the French right 
called Friday for the first time 
for Mr. Balladur to withdraw 
from the French presidential 
race, amid, a slump in his 
opinion poll score. 

The call by Pierre 
Mazeaud, head of the legal 
commission in the French 


National Assembly, came 
amid an increasingly virulent 
split in the French right. 

In a statement issued from 
Tahiti where he is visiting, 
Mr. Mazeaud called “formal- 
ly" on Mr. Balladur to stand 
down, amid what he said 
“seems to be a rejection by 
voters.” 

He said that if Mr. Balla- 
dur withdrew the confusions 
on the French right would be 
clarified. “The debate would 
be dear, and the presidential 
election would gain credibil- 
ity,” be said. 

Mr. Mazeaud is a long- 
standing supporter of Mr. 
Chirac in the race to succeed 
Mr. Mitterrand. 

His statement was the first 
time Mr. Balladur has been 
formally called on to with- 
draw from the race by a 
senior conservative figure. 
Mr. Chirac is a founder of the 
Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) party, of which both 
Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Mazeaud are members. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua, a key Balladur sup- 
porter, said on television 
Thursday night that the 
French premier’s slump was 
not fatal, as the first round of 
polling is still six weeks away. 

“We’ve still got a month. 
Nothing is dedded for the 
moment,” he said. 
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Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 



THE ARAB- Israeli foreign ministers' meeting in Amman 
this (last) week exposed Israel's real intentions to the whole 
world when the Israeli foreign minister voiced his govern- 
ment's adamant stand with regard to the repatriation of the 
displaced Palestinians, said Mahmoud Rimawi in A1 Ra’i 
daily. Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti used di- 
plomatic terms like modest achievement to describe the 
outcome of the four-party meeting, but that does not 
negate the fact that the meeting was a total failure, thanks 
Co Israel's intransigence. In Shimon Peres’s view, the return 
of the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to their 
homeland would create confusion and danger to the peace 
process, said the writer. He said Israel is telling the Arab 
parties that the continued displacement of Palestinians and 
their settlement in the neighbouring Arab countries is the 
only way to -ensure security for the Jewish state. Israel is 
clearly trying to avoid any discussion with Arabs over the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions, which gave the 
Palestinians the right to return to their homelands occupied 
since 1967, while the Arab parties are agreed on a joint 
•land and determined bid to see these resolutions im- 
plemented, continued the writer. The communique issued 
2 : the end of the one-day meeting has reflected the 
ministers' failure to settle the issue despite the creation of 
ollow up committees which according to the writer, are not 
jxpected to achieve progress towards softening Israel's 
-land. 

\ COLUMNIST in AJ Dnstour discussed the current tour 
if Ihe Middle East by the U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
."hristopher. expressing the view that this tour was bound 
o achieve nothing like the other previous visits he made to 
he region. Saleh Qallab recalled that Mr. Christopher has 
ilrcady made eight visits trying to achieve progress on the 
sraeli-Syrian track but has failed to achieve any progress. 
~his time, Mr. Christopher is bound to encounter an Israeli 
.ovemment that is adamant in rejecting the implementa- 
ion of U.N. resolutions and the withdrawal of Israeli 
orces from the Golan as welt as Arab demands that it sign 
he nuclair Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to improve the 
-cace climate, said the writer. With its open-biased attitude 
awards the Jewish state, Washington and its envoys can 
Vho means bring about a final and comprehensive 
sitlement on .ill tracks, continued the writer. 


Israel delivers yet another 
blow to peace process 


IT IS an understatement that last week's Arab-Israeli 
meeting in Amman on the fate of the displaced Palestinians 
was disappointing. The Israeli posture at the gathering with 
Jordan, Egypt and the Palestinians was a serious blow to 
the entire peace process, given that the return of Palesti- 
nians in the diaspora, whether displaced, expelled or 
refugees, is one of the basic pillars of an equitable 
Arab-Israeli peace settlement. 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli foreign minister who repre- 
sented his country at the Amman meeting, philosophised in 
his public comments on the issue with little substance. In 
the closed session that followed, he stuck to his guns that 
Israel was not even ready to acknowledge that the 
displaced have the right to return home and that the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip did not have the needed infrastruc- 
ture to accommodate returning Palestinians. He refused to 
budge from a position that was essentially based on a 
premise that the problem of the displaced was simply a 
humanitarian one as if the Palestinians who were forced out 
of their homes as a result of Arab-Israeli wars had now 
political rights and the right to go back and settle down to 
start a new life in their own homeland. 

Again, appearing before the press after the meeting. Mr. 
Peres said his country was not questioning the right of the 
Palestinians to return but that it had to be in an “orderly” 
fashion. If indeed Israel is willing to accept that the 
displaced Palestinians, then what was stopping Mr. Peres 
from acknowledging that Israel would allow the displaced 
to return home, but in a phased process? 

No one is pressing Israel allow the hundreds of thousands 
of displaced in Jordan and elsewhere to cross the bridge 
and enter the West Bank and Gaza Strip since it is clear 
that such a sudden movement of people would only lead to 
socio-economic chaos in the territories. Indeed we need a 
carefully drawn-up process that takes into consideration all 
factors and elements with a view to preempting problems. 


But that should not mean that Israel -should bide behind 
such an excuse to bluntly undermine the Arabs 7 faith that 
the peace process would address the plight of the Palesti- 
nians who are denied entry to their homeland. After alL- 
the very essence of Arab-Israeli peace negotiations is to 
ensure mat die Palestinians enjoy their full legitimate rights 
as enshrined in international law and United Nations 
resolutions. 

Jordan, which accommodates the largest segment of 
Palestinians, was hoping that the Amman meeting would 
produce a firm Israeli commitment to honour the rights of 
return of the Palestinians. Such a commitment would have 
sent a strong positive signal to the Palestinians themselves 
that regardless of the troubled implementation of the 
Israel- Palestine liberation Organisation declaration of 
principles they could look forward to going home. 

Of course we are aware that the very term “right of 
return” in whatever context except Jews is anathema to 
Israel. But then, recognising the State of Israel was also 
anathema to the Arabs but they still did it in good faith that 
the Jewish state was indeed seriously and honestly in- 
terested in finding a just and lasting solution to the Middle 
East conflict. 

Thanks but no thanks to Israel for its magnanimous 
acceptance that the problem of displaced is a humanitarian 
one. What we are discussing here is not charity, but one of 
the basic rights of the people driven out of their homes for 
no fault of their own by a power which sought territorial 
expansion. So let Israel fool no-one by its sudden interest in 
philantiuopy and humanitarian sympathy for the displaced 
Palestinians since the sentiment is a cover for its refusal to 
accept one of the basic principles of the process. 

By insisting on its own version of a solution regardless of 
Arab good faith arid hopes that an end to the conflict is in 
sight, Israel is not only undermining the peace process but 
also fuelling Arab frustration that does not bode well for 
tiie security and stability of the region. 


NATO misses its old enemy 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Renter 

BRUSSELS — "We are 
going to do something 
terrible to you, we are 
going to take away your 
enemy,” the aide to former 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is reported to have 
told U.S. negotiators near 
the end of the cold war. 

He may have been jok- 
ing, but few surveying to- 
day's confusion at NATO’s 
headquarters In Brussels 
would be tempted to dis- 
agree. 

Victory over its vanished 
foe, the Soviet-led Warsaw 
•Pact, has presented the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation with a huge 
identity crisis as it casts 
around for a role in the 
post-cold war world. 

“One moment it is out- 
of-area crisis control, then 
enlargement, then sudden- 
ly Mediterranean dialogue, 
the danger of extremists 
and weapons proliferation. 
Oh for the good old days of 
Soviet threat,” said one 
NATO source, only half in 
jest. 

The sense of lack of 
direction has recently been 
exacerbated by a corrup- 
tion scandal swirling 
around NATO’s Belgian 
Secretary General Willy 
Qaes who faces mounting 
pressure to resign after 
only five months on the 
job. 

The planners who once 
laboured over cold war 
doctrines such as flexible 
response and mutual 
assured destruction are 
now asking whether the 
most successful military 
alliance ever constructed 
has a future in a world 
without the reason for its 
creation. 

NATO politicians are 
unanimous it does, but di- 
vided as to what it is. 

“NATO's core purpose 
of collective security re- 
mains, but new goals and 
programmes have been 
added,*’ Richard Hol- 
brooke, U.S. assistant 
secretary of State for Euro- 



pean affairs wrote in the 
latest issue of Foreign 
Affairs magazine. 

He cited collective crisis 
management^ out-of-area 
force projection, and the 
encouragement of stability 
to the east through prog- 
rammes such as NATO’s 
Partnership for Peace 
(PFP) initiative as all new 
areas for alliance activity. 

“Designed decades ago 
to counter a single, dearly 
defined threat, NATO is 
only just beginning a his- 
tone transformation,” he 
wrote, adding NATO 
would remain the central 
pillar of any new security 
arrangement in Europe. 

Western defence analysts 
say NATO’s most impor- 
tant role today is to stop 
the United States with- 
drawing from Europe. 

“Keeping America hap- 
py and engaged is the name 
of the game, and that can 
only be done through 
NATO, the U.S. will only 
participate in the construc- 
tion of a new security order 
through NATO,” said one 


independent analyst. 

He added that after a 
near-disastrous foray into 
peace enforcement in sup- 
port of U.N, operations in 
former Yugoslavia, NATO 
had now settled on the 
issue of enlargement as its 
main contribution to an 
emerging new European 
security architecture . 

NATO's role in enforc- 
ing a no-fly zone over Bos- 
nia and inflicting air strikes 
for violations of heavy 
weapons zones and U.N.- 
designated safe havens trig- 
gered one of the worst 
trans-Atlantic disputes in 
alliance history. 

U.S. politicians, arguing 
NATO’s credibility was 
being dragged down to the 
level of that of the United 
Nations, wanted tough ac- 
tion against Serb gunners. 

But Britain, France and 
the U.N., worried about 
reprisals against 
peacekeepers on the 
ground, were more con- 
ciliatory. 

Before the wounds from 
that row had healed. 


NATO announced it was 
setting up a study on how 
to enlarge eastwards and 
take in new members from 
the former Warsaw Part, 
notably Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and 
Hungary. 

The U.S.-led * initiative 
drew growls of disapproval 
from Moscow and raised 
eyebrows among the allies 
who argued the PFP initia- 
tive had barely had time to 
ber fruit. 

“Enlargement has been 
out on the fast track, we 
are no longer an alliance to 
.fight an enemy and in that 
case the only credible role 
for NATO is that it contri- 
bute towards extending 
security,” said one alliance 
official. 

Independent analysts 
concur that NATO's most 
important new role is as the 
chief architect of a new 
security order in Europe, 
but many question whether 
NATO is right to open the 
door to just a handful of 
Eastern states while keep- 
ing others out. 


Recounting horrors of war 


By Teruaki Ueno 
Reuter 

TOKYO — On March 10. 
1945. Kazuyo Funato was 
looking forward to leaving 
junior school. The gradua- 
tion ceremony was two weeks 
later and sne was excited 
about moving on to the next 
stage in her 12-year-old life. 

Then, shortly after mid- 
night on March IQ, the world 
as she knew if ended when 
thousands of fire bombs 
rained down on Tokyo from 
U.S. B-29 bombers. 

It was the start of what 
became known as the great 
Tokyo air raid, an event that 
outside Japan has long been 
overshadowed by the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

But for many residents of 
the Japanese capital who 
went through the inferno, the 
raid, in which an estimated 
100,000 people died, is 
spoken of with the same bit- 


terness as the nuclear arracks. 

‘’The atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are 
well-known throughout the 
world, but little is known 
about Tokyo air raid,” said 
Hidee Shiiya. director of a 
special exhibition on the air 
raid at the Edo-Tokyo 
museum. 

The exhibition is part of 
ceremonies planned to com- 
memorate the tragedy on Fri- 
day, 

Other events include a 
mass rally, film shows, a 
memorial service, concerts 
dedicated to the dead. 

A rally had been held each 
year on the same day but on a 
much smaller scale. 

“This year's events bear no 
comparison with previous 
ones as we observe the 50lh 
anniversary of the air raid,” 
said a Tokyo metropolitan 
government official. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama was invited to 
attend the rally but has 


chosen instead to send a rep- 
resentative who will read his 
prepared speech. 

Mr. Shiiya says the point of 
the commemoration cere- 
monies is to remind the world 
how innocent people can suf- 
fer in wars. 

"We don't mean to say 
who was right or who was 
wrong. We just want to 
emphasise the damaging 
effect on ordinary people of 
the air raid," he said. 

Five of Ms. Funato's family 
of 10 died in the 216-hour 
raid. 

“Incendiaries were falling 
all over the place like rain,” 
Ms. Funato. 62, told Reuters 
in an interview. "We were 
trapped in our house in some- 
thing like a melting pot of 
fire,” 

The March 10 raid was the 
biggest in a series of massive 
strikes by the U.S. air force 
from November 1944 that de- 
vastated Japanese' cities. 

Tokyo at the time was a 


city of mainly wooden build- 
ings which made the devasta- 
tion from the fire bombs so 
much worse. 

Ms. Funato fled with her 
sister and two brothers to a 
cave used as an air-raid shel- 
ter. 

“As we ran around to get 
away from the bombs, we 
saw hundreds of homes burn- 
ing,” she said. 

Her 20-year-old brother 
Minoru was the first among 
the five in her family who 
died. 

“My brother Minoru 
caught fire and ran out of the 
cave. Then he was engulfed 
by the flames.” she said. “He 
was burned alive.” 

Ms. Funato described life 
in the cave as “an unbearable 
battle against violent heat 
and fire with no water.” 

“My six-year-old sister 
Hiroko had bad bums all 
over ter head, face and 
hands. --She was crying for 
water,” she said. 


Violence 

growing 

in Pakistan 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

KARACHI — The killing 
of two Americans in 
Karachi adds a new twist to 
violence sapping Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
bid to portray Pakistan as a 
moderate, Islamic nation 
open to Western invest- 
ment. 

The government has 
sworn to track down those 
behind the attack, which 
killed two U.S. consulate 
employees and wounded a 
third, but it has had little 
success in curbing violence 
that cost over 800 lives in 
Karachi in 1994 and 287 so 
I far this year. 

The morning rush-hour 
| ambush was a rare attack 
on Americans, who, like 
other foreigners, have been 
largely spared in the blood- 
letting in Karachi and other 
parts of Pakistan. 

It occurred at a sensitive 
moment for Ms. Bhutto, 
who is due in Washington 
in April to try to promote 
efforts by Pakistan and the 
United States to put their 
nudear dispute aside and 
build a new relationship 
based on economic ties. 

Last year, Pakistan 
signed understandings with 
U.S. companies for deals 
worth $6.5 billion, mainly 
in the energy sector, but 
few of these have firmed 
into contracts. 

“If the law and order 
situation does not improve, 
it would be very difficult to 
get foreign investors, parti- 
cularly major ones, to 
actually invest their 
money.” former Prime 
Minister Moeen Qureshi 
told reporters in Islamabad 
on Wednesday. 

Ms. Bhutto, an Oxford 
graduate, has used ber sta- 
tus as a woman prime 
minister of an Islamic re- 
public to foster an image of 
Pakistan as an outward- 
looking, stable democracy. 

But those of her country- 
men who share this vision 
are appalled by what they 
see as Pakistan’s slide into 
anarchy, with corruption, 
drug trafficking and ethnic, 
sectarian ana tribal fends 
threatening to overwhelm 
decaying state institutions. 

“Pakistan is reaping the 
harvest of hatred sown by 
dictatorship,’’ said 
Fatheyab Ali Khan, once 
spokesman for toe Move- 
ment for the Restoration of 
Democracy, a political 
alliance which opposed for- 
mer military ruler Moham- 
mad Zia-Ul-Haq. 

“Dictatorship was blind- 
ly supported by the West 
which did not realise the 
repercussions.” 

Many Pakistani analysts 
trace today's seething con- 
flicts that pit Sindhis 
against Mohajirs in Karachi 
and militant Shi'ite Mus- 
lims against radical Sunni 
Muslims in Karachi and 
Punjab province to ZJa’s 
rule in the 1980s. 

Riding religious senti- 
ment, he introduced strict 
Islamic legislation, includ- 
ing blasphemy law, and en- 
couraged Koranic schools 
to make Pakistan a spring- 
board for Islamic revival. 

At the same time, the 
United States and other 
Western countries were 
pouring guns and money 


through Pakistan to 
Afghan mujahedeen goer? 
rillas fighting Soviet 
occupation. 

Many weapons were di- 
verted to the arsenals of 
Pakistani politicians, cri- 
minals and drug-dealers, 
enabling local mmtias and 
private armies to outgun 
badly-equipped, corrupt 
police. 

A turbulent form of 
democracy has replaced 
military rule, but today’s 
government and opposition 
are locked in a power strug- 
gle in which Pakistanis 
plight often seems ignored. 

“The breakdown in law 
and order is a reflection in 
part of the major problem 
we confront in the political 
arena as a result of con- 
frontational politics," Mr. 
Qureshi said. 

The 1990s have brought 
few . signs that Pakistan’s 
political elite, drawn large- 
ly from landowning “feud- 
als”, can relieve the pover- 
ty and ignorance in which 
the majority of its rapidly 
growing population of 
nearly 130 million remain 
mired. 

Ms. Bhutto, her 
sayvte loath to risk 
ing her landlord po 
in Sindh province by seek- 
ing a political solution to 
the grievances of Karachi’s 
Urdu-speaking Mohajirs. 

Government officials be- 
gan a dialogue with the 
disaffected Mohajir 
National Movement 
(MQM) last year, but this 
has yet to bear fruit. The 
MQM distrusts the state, 
which it blames for creating 
a rival MQM Haqiqi fac- 
tion. Many in the govern- 
ment suspect the MQM of 
harbouring separatist ambi- 
tions. 

Ms. Bhutto has 
announced a crackdown 
against militant religious 
organisations, but sectarian 
killings have continued. 

Her extradition of bomb 
plot suspect Raima Ahmed 
Yousef to the United States 
last month and her promise 
to change the law after two 
Qiristians were sentenced 
to death for blasphemy 
spumed Islamic militants to 
decry her as a stooge of the 
West. 

Pakistan’s militant Isla- 
mic groups may be tpo pro- 
foundly divided to pose an 
immediate threat to M the 
state. 

But this year’s spectacu- 
lar successes of the Taleban 
militia in Afghanistan, 
many of whose recruits 
were Afghan refugees 
studying at religious 
schools in Pakistan, have 
set an example of bow 
Islam can be used as a 
unifying banner. 

“The government, hos- 
tage to the expediencies of 
politics, has turned a blind 
eye to the violations of the 
law by the religious loblty,” 
writes Razia Bhatti, editor 
of the Karachi monthly 
Newsline. 

‘‘Now, belatedly, it 
seems to have woken up to 
the sectarian nightmare. 
But having permitted secta- 
rian fanatics to amass, dis- 
play and use arms unhin- 
dered for so long, it will 
find the genie that much 
more difficult to contain," 
she argues. 


LETTERS 

A new tomorrow 

To the Editor; 

I JUST watcfartl a TV show on the Israeli televisioa, 
Channel (Tuesday Feb. 28). To my astonishment, 
Mrage, a . jrdaman band, appeared on the show. Wa*3 
Abo Nowar and his wife appeared and sang a beautiful 
song at the end of the show , during which they talked about 
peace. I cannot deny that I scorned them when I first saw 

SSfc SC ^ C 5* b . m after a ^ I began to 

flunk rational. After all, don t we all want peace*? Then 

why d°n t we put aside all the years of hatred Swlwais and 
begin a new tomorrow?! 

Ibrahim Darwish, 
Yarmook University, 
Iririd. 

SS^sssteatessts: 

er IS not responsible for the retom Of ifimea/f 
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Californians seek 
peace on an 
earthquake fault 


By Karen Lowe 
Agence France Presse 


LOS ANGELES — A 
vibration on a higfiway or 
in a high-rise building or a 
g)a« of water that quivers 
almost imperceptibly can 
cause hearts to race and 
palms to sweat in this 
earthquake-prone city. 

“A truck going by that 
rattles the house a little will 
make my wife’s eyes dart 
around. Before, those 
things could be easily 
ignored,” said Stu Yahm, 
67, who lives in North- 
ridge, the heart of last 
year’s earthquake. 

“Now, we wonder, ‘is 
this the preamble to the 
‘big one’,” he said, refer- 
to the long-predicted 
mia earthquake that 
ers warn could be 


ground shakes for a few 
seconds. It’s better than 
shovelling snow for hours.” 
Adrian Finkeistein. a 
psychiatrist with the Uni- 
versity of California, said 
many who survived the last 
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quake believe they’ll get 
through the next one or are 


through the next one or are 
in “some form of denial." 

Others, he said, still on 
edge from the last quake 
have deepened their reli- 
gious faiths, take anxiety 
medication, relaxation exer- 
cises or undergo hypnosis. 

Asked how he deals with 
it, “I am not in denial, f 
know it could happen any 
time... but I have weighed 
the benefits (of staying) 
against the risks and pre- 
pared myself well." 

Survivors who lived in or 
around Northridge v say 
that, yes, to make psycho- 
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this city of 8.6 million peo- 
ple. 

Those shaken to the core 
by last January 19th's ear- 
thquake that killed 61 peo- 
le and caused billions of 
liars in damages have 
already fled. Those who 
remain seem determined 
to stay — damn the predic- 
tions. 

The South California 
re Centre has 
m%iofiermga 
gap? of* eawlsquake 
after 20& years of 
relative quiet with a 60 per 
cent chance of a major 
temblor in the next 30 


unstable fault, they have 
made concessions. 

Terra Yahm, 47, sleeps 
in her street dothes every 
night while her husband. 
Stu, keeps an earthquake 












Par liamentar y Carabinieri in Palermo carrying the coffin of a colleague who shot hims elf after accusations of mafia links 


kit by his bedside complete 
with cellular phone, flash- 


Worse, the U.S. 
sgjcal Survey said re- 
cently that slippage from 
the 1994 Northridge quake, 
which measured 6.7 on the 
Richter scale, put Southern 
California at an even grea- 
ter risk of earthquakes than 
previously feared. 

“Where would I go?" 
asked Playa del Rey Real 
Estate agent George Aron- 
son, 81, who has survived 
three earthquakes and the 
recent floods and droughts 
and who remains welded to 
the area’s weather and 
natural beauty. 

“I love it here. If a 9.0 
comes, then 1 just figure 
•iweH, my number's up.*” 
Incredibly, many insist 
they don’t even think about 
a quake and find reasons 
for believing that they will 
be spared, usually because 
they have been little 
affected in the past. 

“We live on bedrock 
said Ann Erickson as she 
tools around the steep hills 
of nearby Pasadena in her 
green Jaguar. “No, I don’t 
think about it. So the 


with cellular phone, flash- 
light, water, radio and tools 
to turn off the gas. 

Many keep the gas tank 
in their- car full and the 
trunk well stocked with 
food, medicine and sup- 
plies: They reinforce their 
walls with steel rock and 
cover windows — potential 
bombs in a quake — with a 
transparent film. 

Laurie Adams hick, 40, 
recalled the night of the 
quake when she clutched 
her newborn as everything 
went pitch black and then 
what sounded like a train 
roaring through her house 
sent dishes and bookcases 
flying around the rooms. 

“Even though we're 
ready for the next one — 
and I mean really really 
ready — a small rumble 
still makes us jump out of 
our. skin,” she said. 
“Ev’erytime we have 
another aftershock I feel 
the panic rising." 

Sometime s, she said, she 
asks herself: “What am I 
doing here? I shouldn’t 
even be living here.” 

Things that never had 
any significance to her be- 
fore now make her catch 
her breath. She says she 
can’t even talk about going 
over bridges and going up 
in high office buildings 
-gives her the creeps. 

“ff I feel it vibrate even a 
little, it scares me," Ms. 
Adamshick said. “I didn’t 
have that sensitivity be- 
fore." 


Rome turns a blind eye to mafia’s killing spree 


SICILY has not seen such a 
grim spate of kflliings for 
years. The first victims 
were three young people in 
Corfeone, the borne of the 
most fearsome of the mafia 
dans, but which had not 
seen a murder for almost 17 
years. 

Then, the action moved 
to Palermo, where three 
men were gunned down in 
quick succession less than a 
month ago. 

Recently Domenico Bus- 
cctta, nephew of the most 
important informer to have 
broken ranks with Cosa 
Nostra, Tommaso Buscet- 
ta, was shot dead as he was 
leaving the jewellery store 
that be ran in die Sicilian 
capital. 

In all, at least nine peo- 
ple have died in Sicily in 
mafia hits in one week this 
month. And, nobody is 
betting that it wfll stop 
there. 

“This is a major reaf- 
firmation of mafia power,” 
said Pino Arlacchi, one of 


Italy’s top mafia experts 
and the deputy chairman of 


King urges Rabin to speed up peace process 

(Contained from page 1) any action. 


with King Hussein at the 
Bashemiyeh Palace that the 
main theme for the meeting 
was ways and means to 
accelerate tile implementa- 
tion of the peace treaty. 

The Aqaba summit, came 
two weeks ahead of a visit to 
the U.S. by King Hussein. 
The sources said the .King 
was scheduled to 

head for Washington on 
March 24 and a meeting with 
President Bill Clinton was 
scheduled for March 26 or 27. 


The Aqaba summit fol- 
lowed strong criticism of 
Israel by Foreign Minister 
Kabariti in the context of the 
Palestinian trade of negotia- 
tions and a disappointing 
Arab-Israeli meeting on the 
fete of displaced Palestinians. 
In that meeting, Israel re- 
fused to move quickly to- 
wards the repatriation of the 
hundreds of thousands of dis- 
placed and insisted on what 
looked like a lengthy proce- 
dure before it would agree to 


any action. 

Mr. Kabariti, in comments 
to the Jordan Times on 
Wednesday, said time was 
running out for the Middle 
East process as Israel and the 
United States were expected 
to turn full-time attention to 
domestic elections. 

The Aqaba summit was 
also expected to have co- 
vered the outcome of the 
March 7 meeting on the dis- 
placed, but it was not im- 
mediately known how King 
Hussein and Mr. Rabin tack- 
led the issue. 


West Bank lawyers vote 

(Continued from page 1) £j“ embassy in Amra 


support to the Palestinian 
pteople and to their national 
rights and identity and to 
etable them to establish their 
own institutions that will 
have independence in accord- 
ance with the agreements be- 
tween Jordan and the Pales- 
tine National Authority 

(PNA).” 

The prosecutor general can 
appeal the results of any elec- 
tions they may deem illegal to 
the Higher Court of Justice 
and ask for the council's dis- 
solution. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Tal said that he 
>%ad no idea" if he would 
the issue to the High 
Court. “It depends on how 
procedures go today,” he 
concluded. During a meeting 
with Mr. Nasser on Thurs- 
day, however, Mr. Tal said 
that the ministry “will imple- 
jjpt its decision." During 
tM ftii 1 1 . elections, repre- 
flPfenves of the Ministry of 
Justice refused to sign ballot 
papers belonging to West 
Bank lawyeis f JBA law stipu- 
lates that the ballots must be 


nian embassy in Amman. 
“The decision to sever links 
was reflected in all segments 
of Palestinian people includ- 
ing lawyers," he told Petra. 


“The process of consolidating 
ties of brotherhood between 


Jordan and the West Bank 
will continue.” 

Although results of the 
first round of voting had not 
been announced by press 
time Friday, it was clear that 
elections for the JBA would 
move into a second round to 
determine the new president 
of the JBA. Only one com- 
mittee had begun counting 
votes by 7:00 p.m. Candi- 
dates for the presidency must 
secure 75 per cent of all votes 
to be considered president. If 
no candidate wins the 75 per 


11th parliament. Other 
candidates for the JBA pres- 
idency include Kbalaf Mas- 
sadeh, Marwan Hussein and 
Omar Dumrah. 

Observers said it was bard 
to determine who was sup- 
porting whom and that West 
Bankers’ votes would be di- 
vided mainly between Mr. 
Nasser and Mr. Mjalii while 
the 350-strong Islamists, who 
do no have their own candi- 
date for the presidency, 
would probably be backing 
Mr. Mjali. 


U.S. urges 
Israel, Syria 


cent majority, another round 
follows and the candidate 


signed by the minister of jus- 
tice or his representatives). 


tice or his representatives). 

The PNA urged lawyers 
j§4k« the West Bank to 
mijiifr rf do*- 
Khatib, the 
charge d’affairs at the Palesti- 


with the majority vote wins. 

In the packed, chaotic Pro- 
fessional Associations Com- 
plex Friday night, Mr. Nasser 
and Hussein Mjalii were 
widely believed to be the 
favourites for presidency. 
Mr. Nasser is a hi^h-profiie 
figure, and in addition to his 
post as JBA president, serves 
as president of the Freedom 
Committee in the Arab 
World of the Arab Lawyers 
Union. Mr. Mjali served as 
presides! of the JBA 1985-87 
and also served as a member 
of parliament in Jordan’s 


(Continued from page 1) 
the two sides and the United 
States that the security prob- 
lem is the cornerstone of the 
whole agreement,” Mr. 
Rabinovich said. 

“Therefore there is no 
reason to put the cart before 
the horse... first of all come 
to understanding on the 
security issues and after that 
return to discussion on ques- 
tions of the nature of peace 
and the nature of the final 
line," he added. 

Israel’s Yediorb Ahronoth 
daily said on Friday members 
of Mr. Christopher’s party 
would discuss possible Golan 


Security arrangements with 
Israel’s army chief on Satur- 


day night. 


A spate of murders shows Cosa Nostra is regaining its 
political impunity,, writes^ Andrew Gumbel in Rome. 


and the deputy chairman of 
the parliamentary anti- 
mafia commission. 

“If the state does not 
give an appropriate re- 
sponse, we could soon see 
murders of prominent pub- 
lic figures.” 

The outburst of violence 
provides convincing proof 
that the mafia is recovering 
fast, both from the capture, 
two years ago, of its most 


powerful leader, Salvatore 
“Toto" Rima, and from tile 
series of judicial investiga- 
tions that have been laun- 
ched thanks to the testi- 
mony of hundreds of mafia 
turncoats. 

Once again, Cosa Nostra 
can pick its victims with 
almost complete impunity. 
In each case in the recent 
killings, foe killers fled the 
scene of the crime without 
being recognised or stop- 
ped. 

So what is going on? 
There is talk of a new mafia 
war, of a struggle for sup- 
remacy over the mob’s 
drugs trade and other in- 
terests, now Riina is out of 
foe running. But, experts 
such as Mr. Arlacchi reject 
this theory. 

“Riina did not rule by 
dictatorship, but, on the 
contrary, established on 
oligarchy of seven or eight 
families, to minimise the 
risk of attack by foe judici- 
ary or other mafia dans,” 
he said. “This is not uthe 
start of a mafia war. At 
most, what we could see is 
a low-intensity straggle for 
position within the orga- 
nisation.” 

None of the victims has 


so far been connected to 
Rima and his Corieonesi 
Gan. In feet, the main 
targets appear to be rela- 
tives of mafiosi who have' 
cooperated with the judi- 
cial authorities — the peo- 
ple who have done most to 
threaten Riina’s power 
structure. 

Domenico was the 11th 
relative that Tommaso 
Buscetta has lost since 
turning state’s evidence in 
1984. Another victim, Mar- 
cello Grado, was a distant 
cousin of the informer 
Totucdo Contorno, who 
has lost 24 family members 
and dose friends. 

Buscetta proided a con- 
vincing account of why. 
such a massascre should 
resume in an interview he 
gave to foe Rome daily La 
Repnbblica. “Informers 


are a real weak point (for 
the mafia),” he said. “For 
two years, Toto Riina has 
been preoccupied by no- 
tiring else. He tried to dis- 
credit them but it didn’t 
work. Now he’s gone back 
down that old road well- 
worn years ago... killing 
innocnet people.” - 
It is, perhaps, no coind- 
dence that the violence re- 


sumed just as the former 
Italian prime minister, 
Giulio Andreotti, was 
' • being ordered to stand trial 
1 on charges of collusion with 
the mafia. The 17 turncoats 
whose evidnece forms the 
basis of the case for the 
prosecution may want now 
to tiimk twice about testify- 
ing in court. 

There may also be a link 
with reports that a senior 
member of Cosa Nostra in 
jafi in foe United States, 
Gaetano Badalamenti, is 
thinking of turning state’s 
evidence. 

But the background to 
the recepr violence may Iiq 
beyond. the world of orga- 
nised crime. In Sicfly, you 
hear foe same complaint 
■ again and again: that the 
' state has lost interest in 
combatting foe mafia, and 
that communication has 
broken down between the 
politidans in Rome and foe 
judges and anti-mafia cam- 
paigners on the ground. 

“Politidans don’t want to 
recognise foe danger of 
Cosa Nostra,” Mr. Buscet- 
ta said. 

“They are foe biggest 
obstacle in the way of the 
magistrate, they are casting 


doubt on foe importance of 
men of honour who decide 
to cooperate with the 
state.” 

The problems began a 
year ago, with the nse to 
power of Silvio Berlusconi 
and bis right-wing coali- * 
tion. In tiie election cam- 


paign, prominent oppo- 
nents accused Mr. Berius- 


nents accused Mr. Berlus- 
coni of redeving mafia sup- 
port in Sicily. These 
accusations took on greater 
weight with the arrest of a 
financial adviser to Riina, 
Pino Mandalari, last De- 
cember. 

Taps on Mr. Mandalari ’s 
phone showed that the 
mafia .bad^ sought, fequent 
contact with Sicilian mem- 
bers of Mr. Berlusconi’s 
Forza Italia party and its 
□eo-Fascist ally, the 
National Alliance, and that 
foe contacts were, at least 
to some extent, recipro- 
cated. 

Mr. Berlusconi has de- 
nied charges of collusion 
with organised crime. But 
his actions have done little 
to inspire confidence in his 
anti-mafia credentials. In 
office, he replaced the dis- 
tinguished head of a special 
Rome-based anti-mafia 


task force and imposed an 
inexperienced politician 
from the ranks of his party. 
Tiziana Parenti, as head of 
the parliamentary anti- 
mafia commission. 

Fellow members of the 
commission, including Mr. 
Arlacchi, say they have 
bene unable to work since 
Ms. Parenti was appointed. 
They called her “partisan, 
superficial and incompe- 
tent.” They have repeated- 
ly urged her to resign, but 
she has refused to do so. 

Meanwhile, foe debate 
on the mafia grows more 
raucous each week, as Mr. 
Berlusconi's allies accuse 
the journalists, academics 
and magistrates who are 
involved m the fight against 
organised crime of deliber- 
ately targeting political 
opponents. 

Italy’s new government, 
headed by Lamberto Dim, 
has proved too weak, to 
intervene. It leaves a strong 
impression that Rome is 
fiddling while Sicily is burn- 
ing. 

“In 1992 and 1993 we 
managed to break the links 
the mafia had enjoyed with 
politics since foe war. Now 
the mafia is working with 
new political allies,” Mr. 
Arlacchi said. “We don’t 
know for sure who they are 
yet, but the evidence is 
budding 


The Independent. 


Queen chairs symposium 


Christopher says peace process reenergised 

(Continued from page 1) Israeli Prime Minister Yit- guerrillas opposed to 


(Continued from page 3) 


Inclusive and participatory 
political systems must be 
accompanied by equally open 
economic systems. Govern- 
ments or international donors 
alone cannot adequately im- 
plement strategies for social 
welfare and cohesion. Social 
solidarity is deeply rooted in 
the cultural norms and com- 
munal family structures of 
the south. It does not have to 
be invented or created, 
though it may have to be- 
strengthened and stimulated, 
in our increasingly urban, 
consumer-oriented societies, 
however, such soda! solidar- 
ity can only be adequately 
promoted by a parallel pro- 
cess of economic expansion 
that guarantees an equitable 
distribution of benefits. 

The recent report of the 
international commission on 
peace and food of which I am 
a member, entitled “Uncom- 
mon Opportunities: An 
Agenda for Peace and Equit- 
able Development," identi- 
fied new opportunities and 
strategies for the conversion 
of industries of war into in- 
dustries of economic produc- 
tivity, food production, em- 
ployment and peace. This vit- 
al transformation of our 
priorities, also, cannot be 


are cooperating to convene a 
conference on human secur- 
ity in the Middle East to 
further these goals along the 
lines of the international 
commission’s findings. 

As we move forward to 
promote sustainable human 
development throughout the 
south, we should recognise 
and build on foe strengths 
that exist within our own 
cultures. 


troops) and elections. 

“For Israelis this means 
concrete steps to improve the 
security situation, to preempt 
terror and to bring to justice 
those responsible for vio- 
lence.” 


Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said after meet- 
ing Mr. Christopher on 
Thursday: “The only and the 
main obstacle to moving 
ahead with the Palestinians is 
terrorism.” 

Addressing Israel’s de- 
mand for a clampdown on 


guerrillas opposed to their 
peace deal, Mr. Arafat said: 
“We are doing all we can. I 
have no magic stick." 

Self-rule began in Gaza 
and foe West Bank enclave of 
Jericho in May. Its expansion 
has been delayed by Israeli 
security concerns. 


UNRWA satisfied with Amman meeting 


The social problems we all 
suffer from today — especial- 
ly those of social fragmenta- 
tion and pressures on indi- 
viduals in rapidly expanding 
urban cultures — lend them- 
selves to cross-cultural ex- 
changes and learning. For in- 
stance, the strengths of Mid- 
dle Eastern cultural are 
rooted in its powerful family 
structures ana its tradition of 
social cohesion based on reli- 
gious and cultural values; 
hence, widespread poverty 
and unemployment in the 
Middle East are not accom- 


panied by widespread 
homelessness or criminal vio- 


undertaken solely by govern- 
ments. It must be grounded 


ments. It must be grounded 
in foe will and participation 
of the people at the gras- 
sroots level — in foe human 
dynamism and commitment 
of organised dvil society. 

NGOs can play an effective 
role in the promotion of so- 
cial development, particular- 
ly among marginalised 
groups such as rural women, 
and in the formulation of 
effective strategies to acceler- 
ate job creation, regional 
cooperation, demilitarisation 
and peace. In Jordan, foe 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation 
and the International Com- 
mision on Peace and Food 


homelessness or criminal vio- 
lence. Northern industrial 
societies have much to learn 
from foe Middle East and 
other southern cultures about 
foe role of family and foe 
cohesive influence of soda] 
traditions. Conversely, we in 
the south, can profitably 
learn from the north’s experi- 
ence in modern democratic 
systems and dvjl sotiety 
structures. . 

We do have much jo learn 
from each other. We certain- 
ly have much to give to each 
other. And we have good 
reason to do both, if we are 
to translate foe recommenda- 
tions of this summit into con- 
crete actions, sustainable 
progress, and a “sodety for 
all.” 

Thank you very much. I' 
wish you great success in your, 
deliberations. 


(Continued from page 12) 
year.” As a result delegates 
were seeking ways to produce 
adequate financing for its 
1995 budget, he added. 

According to an UNRWA 
offidai, this year the agency’s 
regular fund budget is $323 
million. The regular fiznd 
pays for existing activities 
and is completely covered by 
contributions from donor 
countries, while the United 
Nations meets the cost of foe 
agency’s international core 
staff. 

UNRWA's appeal for 
adequate funding did, 
however, etidt pledges from 
major donor countries and 
these were listed in the agen- 
cy’s statement. 

Delegates from foe United 
States announced a sup- 
plementary contribution of 
$15 million, bringing its total 
for 1995 to $70 million. The 
United Kingdom pledged $1 
million for foe relocation of 
UNRWA headquarters from 
Vienna to Gaza. Sweden 
pledged $2 million for the 
second phase of PIP, a slight 
increase in its contribution to 
the agency’s regular fond and 
indicated that finandal sup- 
port would be given for head- 
quarters’ move. 

Spain intends to increase 
its last year’s contribution by 
29 per cent and to aid PIP 
phase two. Germany pledged 
a 25 per cent increase in 
funds it allocated to PIP for 
1995, while Italy stated it 
would balance a reduction in 
its general contribution by 
: increasing its earmarked con- 
tribution for initiatives to be 
carried out in sectors such as 


health, education and income 
generation. 

Norway also announced a 
small raise in its funding for 
1995 and the European Un- 
ion “pledged to consider with 
sympathy UNRWA’s request 
for further funding to com- 
plete construction of Gaza 
hospital.” 

PIP is part of the U.N. 
general programme to sup- 
port the peace process econo- 
mically and socially and is 
specifically directed at foe 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The first phase of PIP con- 
centrated on job creation and 
social services, while phase 
two includes an investment 


and income generation plan. 
In general, PIP seeks to up- 


date foe infrastructure of 
UNRWA within the five-year 
interim period. Then, when 
foe time comes for the agency 
to band-over its responsibili- 
ties to foe Palestinian Au- 
thority and to host govern- 
ments, the institutions and 
mfrastracture will be in good 
order. 

The interim period is the 
time-span set out by foe DoP, 
from the start of autonomy in 
the occupied territories until 
the final status is decided 
upon. 

The move of headquarters 
to Gaza, as approved by the 
U.N. following foe signing of 
foe PLO-Israel accords, will 
be financed separately by 
donor countries over and 
above contributions for foe 
agency’s regular fund, Mr. 
Turkmen said.. This, he 
added, was also approved by 
delegates at the meeting. 

Mr. Turkmen said that the 


move to Gaza would cost $14 
to $15 utiliiou, but $5 to $6 
million is expected to be com- 
pensation for those UNRWA 
staff who do not wish to sfaft 
to the new headquarters. 

Also speaking at foe press 
conference was U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary of State for 
Immigration, Population and 
Refugees Phyllis Oakley and 
the French permanent repre- 
sentative to U.N. organisa- 
tions and institutions in Vien- 
na, Ambassador Jean Das- 
que. 

“The European Union’s 
opinion is that UNRWA 
should continue its activities 
and tasks, (which) is ever 
more important considering 
foe circumstances,” Mr. Das- 
que said. 

“With its programmes, 
activities and PIP, the agency 
can contribute to peace ana 
stability in foe region.” Prior 
to foe meeting some of the 
meeting's participants visited 
Gaza and the West Bank. In 
this context Ms. Oakley told 
Thursday’s press conference 
that many of the donors had 
beard of foe difficult condi- 
tions. However, witnessing it 
first hand bad made an im- 
pression, she said. 

“The visit to foe Gaza and 
foe West Bank, the frank 
discussions here and the 
progress of foe peace process 
have all come together and 
increased the importance” of 
UNRWA’s role, Ms. Oakley 


ms. Oakley and Mr. Das- 
que were the leaders of foe 
two working groups which 
were held on foe second and 
final day of foe meetings. 
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Dollar plunge adds pressure 
on Arab Gulf economies 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
! -i latest plunge in the U.S. dol- 
* . lar will put further pressure 
■' on Arab Gulf economies that 
'■•are already hit by low oil 
prices, experts said Wednes- 
day. 

As the U.S. currency slid 
to an all-time low against the 
-..Japanese yen. Gulf Coopera- 
* don Council (GCC) states 
could suffer from a dual loss 
...since their oil exports are 
v .priced in dollars and their 
, currencies are pegged to the ' 
J7-greenback. 

‘The dollar’s decline will 
7 ■ have an adverse impact on 
." the economies of Arab Gulf 
^states since crude oil is their 
7.. main source of income and 
, ;the U.S. dollar is its official 
price,” said Mohammad Ai 
Asumi, chief economist at 
7 the state-run Emirates In- 

• dustrial Bank (EIB). 

“This means a decline in 
! the GCCs purchasing power 
; and an increase in the value 
; of imports. What aggravates 
■ the problem is that GCC 
1 states import more than 80 
; per cent of their goods and 

• services from Japan and 
Europe, *’ he pointed out. 

_ GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
; bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
i Emirates (UAE) — have 
; already been hurt by the 
, strong yen, as Japan is their 

• biggest commercial partner, 

; with a*two-way trade of $32 


billion in 1993. 

A sharp drop in crude 
prices has slashed their in- 
come from more than $180 
billion in 1981 to an average 
$70 billion a year. But the 
real value of the oil exports is 
far lower considering the 
weak dollar. 

The sharp fluctuations in 
the dollar have prompted 
calls on GCC states to delink 
their currencies from the 
greenback and press for a 
change in oil pricing. But 
officials have ruled out such 
changes in the near future, 
apparently for political 
reasons. 

Only die Kuwaiti dinar is 
linked to a basket of curren- 
cies but the dollar has the lion 
share. Its decline last year 
led to an increase in the 
price of consumer products 
imported from non-dollar 
countries but the influence 
was stronger in the other 
GCC members. 

"The value of GCC im- 
ports have increased in the 
past two yens because of die 
weak U.S. dollar. This of 
course has a depressing effect 
on economic activities and 
the government budgets/’ 
Mr. Asumi told AFP. 

‘Bankers said GCC budget 
deficits could widen this year 
if the dollar remained low as 
this means a higher import 
bin and lower real revenues. 

Most of them have slashed 


spending for the current fiscal 
year and otheis are planning 
to do so in expectation ofl 
prices will remain weak. 

The GCC produces around 
13 million barrels per day 
(b/d) of oil and crude exports 
account for more than 80 per 
cent of their total exports. 

Ofl prices have remained 
below OPEC’s minimum 
target of Cl since the Gulf 
war, averaging $18.44 in 1992 
and falling to $16.33 in 1993 
and $15.53 in 1994. This 
pushed the GCCs. earnings 
from $77 billion to $74 billion 
'and around $70 billion. 

"There is 00 doubt the 
decline in the dollar will in- 
crease pressure on the Gulf 
economies but at the same 
time it could prompt them to 
press ahead with reforms,” 
said Zuhair Kaswam, a UAE 
stockbroker and economic 
expert. 

“It could also revive the 
debate on the need to detach 
their currencies from the dol- 
lar and this in turn could help 
their attempts to align their 
currencies and accelerate 
plans to integrate their eco- 
nomies,” he added. 

An official breakdown 
showed GCC’s imports from 
the U.S. stood at around $9 
billion in 1994 while those 
from other non-dollar indust- 
rial giants Japan, Britain. 
Germany ana France ex- 
ceeded $20 billion. 


Mexico launches shock 
therapy on battered economy 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mex- 
ico's government launched a 
shock therapy programme on 
the battered economy on 
Thursday, unveiling a plan to 
raise taxes and slash spending 
that it said was bound to be 
hard on all Mexicans. 

Struggling to break out of 
the country's worst economic 
crisis in more than a decade, 
the government promised 
Mexicans little gain and a lot 
of pain over the next few 
months and said it had basi- 
cally ran out of alternatives. 

"There is no easy way 
out," Finance Minister Guil- 
lermo Ortiz said in a live 
television address that ack- 
nowledged the hardships mil- 
lions of Mexicans — workers, 
small businessmen and 
housewives — have suffered 
since the currency’s devalua- 
tion in December. 

The harsh economic plan is 
likely to anger some ordinary 
Mexicans already galvanised 
to social protest by a 14- 
month peasant rebellion in 
the southern state of 
Chiapas. 

The economy, which Presi- 
dent Ernesto Zedillo prom- 
ised would grow by four per 
cent this year when he took 
.office Dec. 1, is already in a 
deep recession. 

■ Mr. Ortiz acknowledged 
that steps announced in the 
hew package, such as tax 


increases arid a 35 per cent 
rise in gasoline prices, would 
add inflation to the economic 
situation. 

Prices would rise by about 
42 per cent this year, he said. 

Against the backdrop of 
rapidly rising prices, millions 
of poor Mexicans were 
offered just a 10 per cent rise 
in foe min nmnm wage, start- 
ing April 1. 

Subject to congressional 
approval, value added tax 
would also rise to 15 per cent 
from 10 per cent, putting 
pressure on buyeis, but also 
crimping sales in a country [. 
where tens of thousands of 
firms have already gone out 
of business tins year. 

It marks a stunning turnar- 
ound for a country once cons- 
idered a darling of foreign 
investors. 

But by tightening foe belts 
on all Mexicans, rich and 
poor, they hope to win back 
foe one commodity foe coun- 
try desperately needs — con- 
fidence in its currency. 

With investors deserting 
'Mexico in droves, foe peso 
has lost more than 50 per cent 
of its value against foe dollar 
since foe December devalua- 
tion. 

Faced with shortages of 
both confidence and hard 
cun-ency, Mr. Ortiz said foe 
country was unable to impose 
. a more stable exchange rate 


regime than its existing free 
float. 

But with a mixture of high 
interest rates and timely in- 
tervention by foe central 
bank in foe foreign exchange 
markets, there should be a 
“substantial appreciation” of 
foe exchange rate in foe near 
future, Mr. Ortiz said. 

Biiriring up foe programme 
is more than $50 billion 
offered Mexico last month by 
foe United States, the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and other allies. 

Mr. Ortiz said public 
spending would be slashed by 
9.8 per cent from last year’s 
levels, and government jobs 
would be axed. 

The current account de- 
ficit, which mushroomed to 
almost $30 billion last year as 
Mexico imported more than 
it could afford, was set to fall 
to abont $2 billion. It could 
be wiped out entirely, Mr. 
Ortiz said. 

Such measures won cau- 
tious approval from financial 
analysts, but whether Mex- 
ican society would accept foe 
sacrifices was a question even 
government officials were un- 
able to answer. 

"Nobody’s denying that 
there are social costs associ- 
ated with foe adjustment 
programme.” said one offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named. 


Rubin says U.S. committed 
to keeping dollar safe haven 


Iremia (R) (G-7) 

■ Secretary Japai 


ARLINGTON, Virginia (R) 
— U.S. Treasury 
Robert Rubin defended the 
embattled dollar Friday, 
saying foe United States was 
d et er min ed to keep foe cur- 
rency as a safe haven in times 
of international economic 
turmoil. 

Mr. Rubin made clear foe 
United States and other weal- 
thy industrial countries arc 
willing to play foe market 
intervention card again 
should such an effort seem 
sensible as a tactic to rebuild 
foe dollar’s value. 

“This administration (is) 
fully committed to foe sound 
monetary and fiscal policies 
necessary for sustained 
growth, low inflation, a 
strong and stable dollar, and 
maintenance of foe dollar as 
the world’s jprindpal reserve 
currency,” be told a news- 
paper group. 

The dollar’s role as the 
premier reserve currency that 
investors Bock to ride out 
international storms has 
come into question in foe 
wake of persistent budget de- 
ficits, foe controversial Mex- 
ican bailout and foe stowing 
of the economic expansion. 

In his remarks, Mr. Rubin 
said the treasury and Federal 
Reserve were in dose contact 
and were continuing to con- 
sult with their counterparts in 
the other Group of Seven 


nations — Germany, 
apan, Britain, France, 
Canada and Italy. 

“Our policy is to intervene 
when it makes sense and not 
to do so v.hen it doesn’t,” he 
told foe National Newspaper 
Association. 

The United States joined 
its economic allies in a con- 
! certed effort last week to buy 
doUarsinfoe huge and roiling 
currency markets to halt foe 
greenback's downward spir- 
al, but foe effort proved 
futile. 

But Mr. Rubin, in his care- 
fully worded remarks, 
appeared to take foe view 
foat this did not mean the 
United States was abandon- 
ing this weapon or intended 
to leave foe currency unpro- 
tected in foe marketplace. 

He also reinterated the 
view of Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman Alan 
Greenspan Wednesday foat 
foe United States has more 
than enough economic mus- 
cle to aid the dollar despite its 
loan package for Mexico. 

He said the treasury’s ex- 
change stabilisation fund has 
"more than adequate” re- 
serves to defend foe dollar on 
global currency markets. 

One of foe architects of foe 
Mexican rescue package. Mr. 
Rubin defended the {flan, 
saying foe United States had 
little Hvnm but to help its 


neighbour and key trading 
partner. 

“The risks associated with 
acting were far less than the 
risks to onr interests of taking 
no action at all,” he said. 

Mr. Rubin said he was 
convinced that in time inves- 
tor confidence in Mexico will 
be restored, adding, “while 
markets will move around, 
the programme is sound and 
it should work." 

He took aim -at another 
concern often cited by mar- 
ket players for reducing their 

dollar cache — foe belief that 
foe United States is political- 
ly incapable of making foe 
painful choices needed to res- 
tore fiscal balance. 

“We are also resolute in- 
our commitment to fiscal dis- 
cipline and continued prog- 
ress on reducing foe deficit,’ 
be said. 

But he conceded that tak- 
ing on foe mountain of debt 
foe United States has amas- 
sed is not an easy process and 
achieving a budget surplus is 
a long way down foe road. 

“It seems to me that the 
proper objective of this coun- 
try is to move toward a ba- 
lanced budget in a careful 
and thoughtful way with the 
decisions made in foe context 
of the circumstances of each 

year that those derisions have 
to be faced,” he said. 


Survey shows falling Russian 
support for free market 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) 
— Support for foe free mar- 
ket has plummeted among 
foe Russians, with less than a 
quarter supporting the mar- 
ket economy, according to a 
survey by foe European Un- 
ion (EUj. 

The survey, based inter- 
views with 1,000 Russians, 
found only 22 per cent, 
agreed with the “creation of a 
market economy... largely 
free from state control.” 

Sixty-three per cent said 
such an economy was wrong. 

According to the EU’s fifth 
“Eurobarometer” report on 
public opinion in eastern 
Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, Russian sup- 
port for foe free market has 
fallen 25 percentage points 
since 1991. 

Russians were among foe 
most pessi m istic easterners 
when it comes to hopes about 
their economic future. 

Only 16 per cent expected 
their household finances 
would improve during 1995, 
according to foe EU survey 
which gave no margin of 
erroT. • 

Only Ukrainians and 
Georgians bad a more nega- 
tive outlook. 

The Russian survey was 
included in an EU poU con- 
ducted last November in 18 


nations. 

Russians were frequently 
among foe most gloomy. 

Only sixteen per cent 
thought “ things in our conn- 
try are going in foe right 
direction.’’ That outstripped 
all foe others except foe de- 
spondent Ukrainians and 
Armenians. 

Only eight per cent said 
they were satisfied with foe 
development of democracy in 
Russia. Bulgarians were foe 
only nation with a lower level 
of satisfaction — .Jjour per 
cent. . 

Russians and Georgians 
were most skeptical about 
respect for human rights in 
their nations. Just 14 per cent 
were positive about human 
rights there. 

In contrast, Albanians 
appeared as the former East 
Bloc's greatest optimists: 59 
per cent believed Albania 
was headed in foe right direc- 
tion, 54 per cent expected an 
improvement in their house- 
hold finances and the same 
percentage were satisfied 
with the level of human rights 
respect. 

Five years after foe fall of 
the hard-line communist reg- 
ime in Romania, its arnr-ns 
appear to be the greatest back- 
ers of foe free market,. with 


71 per cent declaring it right 
for foe country’s future. 

In all, the EU interviewed 
18,834 people for its fifth 
“Eurobarometer” poll of 
* opinion in the former Com- 
munist Bloc. The survey was 
based on face-to-face inter- 
views carried ont with the 
help of local agencies. 

In the six former Soviet 
republics surveyed, an aver- 
age of 66 per cent of citizens 
said they thought their coun- 
try was headed in the wrong 
direction, while only 16 per 
cent expected their standard 
of living to rise this year. 

Hie poll also asked its east- 
ern neighbours what they 
thought about the EU. 

Surprisingly, those coun- 
tries whose governments are 
pushing hardest to join foe 
EU were lukewarm about the 
western European bloc. 

Only 32 per cent of Hunga- 
rians, 34 per cent of Czechs 
and 42 per cent* of Poles said 
foev bad a “positive image” 
•of foe EU. 

The EU found much more 
rousing support in Albania 
where 72 per cent had a rosy 
view of the union. 

Georgians gave foe EU the 
biggest thumbs down. Just 25 
per cent expressed a favour- 
able view. 
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must be going through some weird, 
midlife, male ego thing. I just caught 
myself flirting with Betty Crocker.” 


! THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hcrtrl Arnold and HIM Arglhon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter 10 each square, 10 lorm 
lour ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the circled loners. ic> 
lorm the syrpnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow] 

Yesterday s I FAITH SWASH CAUGHT WHITEN 

| Answer What the class learned while studying 
electricity — -WHATS WATT* 
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Australian government 
announces plans for 

tight 1995-96 budget 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lian Treasures Ralph Willis, 
gr app lin g to control unsus- 
tainable economic growth, 
announced plans Friday to 
<lash the country’s budget de- 
ficit. 

He said the government 
would “act decisively to en- 
sure that growth is sustained 
rather than short-circuited by 
r iring inflation, an increaang 
current account deficit and 
higher interest rates.” 

Mr. Willis has already in- 
creased his forecast for the 
current account deficit in the 
financial year to June 1995 
from 18 billion Australian 
dollars ($13 billion) to 26 
billion dollars. 

The central Reserve Bank 
of Australia has increased the 
official interest rate from 4.75 
per cent to 7.50 per cent since 
August 1994 to lock in low 
inflation as evidence of rapid 
economic growth set off 
alarm bells about future 
prices. 

The treasurer said he 

policy” in*foe^l995-^6 budget 
to be announced in May to 
establish the basis for strong 
economic gr o wth and low in- 
flation over the medium 
form. 

“Sustained economic 
growth over a period of years 
is the only sure way of reduc- 
ing unemployment to accept- 
able levels as well as impro- 
ving the bring standards of all 
Australians,” Mr. WilHs said. 

Australia's unemployment 
rate fell to 8.9 per cent in 
February from 10.4 per cent a 
year earlier but massive jobs 
growth has worried analysts 


who say the economy is grow- 
ing too fast, at an estimated 
fonr-L>five per cent annual- 
ly. . 

Releasing his framework 
for the 1995-96 budget, Mr. 
WlUis said the starting point 
for the 1995-96 budget deficit 
would be about 1.5 per cent 
of gross domestic product. 

Guy Bruten, senior eco- 
nomist at SBC Australia, said 
that this implied a budget 
deficit of 5.5-to-6.5 billion 
dollars before the govern- 
ment's fiscal tightening prog, 
ramme was implemented. 

“It’s only the starting 
point, the beginning of foe 
process,” said Stephen Hal- 
marick, economist at Nat- 
West Capital Markets, 
adding that the forecast 
bndget for the fin and a] year 
ahead would “certainly be a 
lot lower than foat.” 

Mr. Willis said economic 
growth would remain strong 
in 1995-96 but would ease to 
a more sustainable rate. 

“In 1995-96, foe current 
account deficit will be favour, 
ably affected by the improved 
outlook for world growth, 
rising commodity prices and 
foe breaking of the drought, 
which should all help to boost 
exports,” Mr. Willis said. 

But higher world interest 
rates would continue to in- 
crease foe cost of servicing 
overseas debt, he added. 

Mr. Willis said he aimed to 
achieve a budget surplus in 
*1996-97 and would tighten 
policy to boost national sav- 
ing and constrain growth in 
domestic demand. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 11 , 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Handle money matters wisely and 
they will soon be behind you. Come to a better understanding with a 
loved one today. Talk less and listen more to what’s being' said. 

TAURUS: (Apr# 20 to May 20) Situations arise today so that you'll 
know your exact position with partners. You may want to please 
them more, but you can take these changes in stride. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Plan some time today for improving* 
relationships with fellow associates and a0 works more effectively. 
Moderation is the keynote now and will lead to understanding in the 
future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Relieve worry and tension 
today with some outdoor recreation. Be with the right kinds of 
friends. Have greater rapport with kin. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Investigate a new enterprise that could 
be fine for you today. Expansion should be u p p e rmost in your mind 
for both business and personal life. 

VIRGO? (August 22 to September 22) Go to the right source for the 
data you need to improve your daily routines. Regular paitqpn 
could give you fine suggestions so follow them if they seem correct. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You find the right idea for 
adding to your abundance and you should follow through on your 
ideas. Take care of a minor household repair later today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You are capable of gaining 
rv * TS °na] aims today so go after them intelligently. Avoid one who 
s ulterior motives that could be harmful to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You will get better 
results today if you are more secretive about a money making plan 
you have m mind. The future looks brighter for you and you could 
get big results. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get your friends to 
cooperate. with you and gain some cherished aims easily. Meet new 
personalities at evening parties. Dress in style and circulate. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can make big 
progress in career, credit and civic affairs now. Gain support of an 
expert today and follow intuitions for best results. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Get out of the doldrums today: 
you need to be more active. A new friend can be relied upon for help 
now. Avoid one who has a jealous streak. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Compensation 
4 Fen 

9 Brenner Pass 
1*170 

•3 Aptvedte's nn 

15 Gtfyonrhe 
MfaWU/1 

16 Caron An 

17 Steiger Sfcn iwrth 
-The 1 ) 

19 CKxtiopper 

20 Easily ttaped 

21 Thrust rto 

23 Dance Banco 

24 Campus flours, 

25 Handled Mh 
cars 

28 Suponor 
axoapa 

30 — Wands 
tBaiucSea 
graupi 

31 tanposwig 

3? Sandwich meal 

34 5-twne 
Wimbledon 

•armor 

35 Devises 

38 Wtso men 

37 Flying prefb 

38 Computer 

39 Stable 
oeeupam* 

40 Dosage donee 

42 Princeton 
Pteyere 

43 Great Dane 

44 Guy 

45 Complain 
47 Tropical Ach 

50 Many maenreo ■ 
Sf I rn metric 
S4 UnervU 
56 Sjmk Oaielmg 

56 Agatrsi 

57 Hal type 
56 Rundown 
59 Draw 

DOWN 

1 QMup-and-go 

2 give — (be 

unconcerned) 

3 Loud cry 

4 Gruesome 

5 Soap plum 





warn 


G Uberttne 

7 Haggard Iffle 

8 Pierces 

9 Refer [toj 
<0 Boa pan 

11 Adven«» 

12 Sow 

14 Fairtndng 
IBSuvted^ 

22 Wanton 

24 Daw 

25 — aurtrum 

26 Bluer drug 

27 ASotar oufletoor 

28 Operatic 
soprano 

29 MnraaBiae 
31 Overeat 

33 Overtook 
35 Becomes 
jam mod 
* PuipSah-rw 
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38 SomeconNers 
2&Kmg with flic 
.. OOMontoueh 
4l Activates 
« Tteamcai 

44 Cut carrots 

45 Origin 


46 Debauchee 

47 Batins] 
AtaBmaar 

48 tostouato 
48 guan a part 

parch 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


TC Copens 
‘collect’ calls 
to U.S., U.K. 
and Australia 

** THE TELECOM- 
MUNI CATIONS Corpora- 
tion has been providing a new 
service since the be ginning of 
this year whereby business- 
men and travellers could call 
“collect” from Britain, U.S. 
and Australia in the first 
stage through the interna- 
tional exchange operator who 
will make the connection 
either against the caller's cre- 
dit card or on his/her account 
as a "collect call.” Callers 
from Jordan to the above 
mentioned countries, should 
dial 1800002 (to Britain), 
1880000 or 18800447 (to 
U.S.) and 18800002 (to Au- 
stralia). To call from Britain, 
the number to dial is 
800890962, from U.S. 
8002302763 and from Austra- 
lia 1800881969. The service 
for/from other countries will 
be provided later. (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

"trtr THE AL Azraq Coop- 
erative Society will Saturday 
bean supplying the market 
with iodised salt. The mana- 
ger of the Ai Azraq Salt 
Refining Factory said 50 ton- 
nes of iodised salt will be pat 
on the market every day to be 
sold at 130 fils per kilogram- 
me. The manager explained 
that the factory could not 
supply bakeries with salt at 
JD 30 per tonne and at the 
same time add iodine to table 
salt and sell it at the old price. 
Iodine costs $20 per kilog- 
ramme and, according to the 
manager, large amounts that 
should be sufficient for two 
months were imported from 
Belgium. However, he 
pointed out that the factory 
would continue to supply the 
market with iodised table salt 
as long as it does not supply 
the bakeries with salt at JD 
30 per tonne. "We will auto- 
matically stop adding iodine 
to the salt if we go back to 
supplying bakeries with salt 
at the old price unless the 
price is increased to JD 76 
per tonne which is the cost 
price without any profit mar- 
gin,” the manager empha- 
sised. (Al Dustour). 

■A-fr The GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Agricultural Mate- 
rials Trade Association de- 
cided to reject a decision of 
the minister of agriculture to 
fix the prices of agricultural 
materials and to follow up the 
matter with the prime minis- 
ter in cooperation with the 
Agricultural Engineers Asso- 
ciation and other concerned 
parties. The general assembly 
also decided to stop extend- 
ing credit facilities to retailers 
and farmers and be satisfied 
with only cash sales. 

In addition, the general 
assembly threatened to 
launch a general strike if any 
agricultural trader was fined 
upon refusing to abide by the 
ministry’s decision. Accord- 
ing to the head of the associa- 
tion, a meeting with the 
minister of agriculture has 
failed to resolve die dispute 
as the minister insisted on the 
decision backdated to Feb. 1, 
1995. (AJ Aswaq). 

☆ * PROJECTED self- 
revenues of independent gov- 
ernment institutions for 1995 
are estimated at JD 332 mil- 
lion, some JD 52 million 
higher than the 1994 figure. 
The treasury provides about 
JD 51 million in financial 
support to a few institutions 
such as the National Aid 
Fund, the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs and the 
Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (JD 33 million) and 
JD 18 million in development 
projects for the Water Au- 
thority and the Urban De- 
velopment Corporation. 

Projected expenditures for 
the 20 independent govern- 
ment institutions are esti- 
mated at JD 500 million of 
which JD 276 million are 
current spending and the rest 
are capital spending. As such 
the overall deficit for this 
year exceeds JD 107 million 
with the Water Authority 
alone accounting for JD 7 
million of the deficit (Al 
Ra*i). 

** THE STANDARD and 
Specifications Corporation 
has completed a directory 
that includes 9S1 Jordanian 
standards and specifications 
(AL Ra’i). 


Abu Dhabi approves key 
petrochemical, re fini ng projects 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Hie 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi 
has approved multi-billion- 
dollar projects to set up its 
first petrochemical complex 
and double the output of its 
main refinery, an official re- 
port said. 

The Supreme Petroleum 
Council (SPQ, which runs 
die emirate's huge energy 
sector, endorsed the plans in- 
volving an investment of 
nearly $3 billion for the pro- 
jects, the Abu Dhabi Nation- 
al Oil Company (ADNOC) 
said. 

“The SPC directed that 
ADNOC proceeds im- 
mediately with die front end 
engineering design of the 
Ruwais refinery expansion 
and upgrading master plan,” 
ADNOC said * 

"It also agreed that 
ADNOC continues to diver- 
sify its manufacturing pro- 
duct lines by building a pet- 
rochemical complex at 
Ruwais. The complex will 
utilise existing gases to pro- 
duce valuable polyethylene 
products that can also be 
used as feedstock for the 
development of the down- 
stream industries.” 

The bulletin said both pet- 
rochemical and refining pro- 
jects would be completed be- 
fore the year 2000 and were 
part of overall plans to ex- 
pand the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) energy sector to 
face growing world demand. 

Industry sources said the 
petrochemical complex at 
Ruwais, nearly 200 
kilometres north of Abu 
Dhabi, would cost nearly 
$1.5 billion and produce 
around 300,000 tonnes of 
polyethylene per year. 

It would be frilly owned by 
ADNOC, of which 60 per 
cent is controlled by the Abu 
Dhabi government and the 
rest by Japanese, British and 
French oil firms'. 

The complex will be the 
UAE’s first petrochemical 
project as it produces only 
fertilizers, including around 

500.000 tonnes of urea and 

330.000 tonnes of ammonia 
per year. Most of the fertiliz- 
ers are exported to niim> 

' Industry sources said the 
petrochemical plans were de- 
signed to tap the UAE’s 
enormous gas reserves, esti- 
mated at nearly 5.7 trillion 
cubic metres, the fourth 
largest natural gas reserves in 
the world after those of Rus- 
sia, Iran and Qatar. 

The plans coincide with 
expectations of a large in- 
crease in Gulf petrochemical 
exports following last year’s 


historic deal by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, which will open new 
markets for such products. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top ofl producer and expor- 
ter, Kuwait and Qatar are the 
main petrochemical produc- 
ers in the Arab World, with 
their output exceeding half 
the total Arab production of 
around 13.5 million tonnes 
per year, according to official 
Arab estimates. 

ADNOC said the refining 
expansion would nearly dou- 
ble Rowans’ production of 
around 140,000 barrels per 
day (b/d), bringing the total 
refining output to nearly 
350,000 b/d, or six per cent of 
the combined Arab refining 
production. 


The UAE’s other refinery at 
Umm Al Nar has already 
been expanded to 72,000 b/d 
from 60,000 b/d at a cost of 
$80 million. Official sources 
put the cost of the Ruwais 
expansion project at around 
$1.5 billion. 

"The project will increase 
the refined products export 
potential of Abu Dhabi and 
contribute substantially to 
technology development,” 
ADNOC said. 

“The facilities envisaged 
include a 135,000 b/d crude 
distillation unit, a 200,000 b/d 
condensate distillation unit, a 
46,000 b/d hydrocracker and 
necessary downstream pro- 
cessing, storage, handling 
and loading faculties," it ex- 
plained. 


Holiday dampens AFM trading 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Trading re- 
mained low and prices dipped 
a little at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) last week 
as investors took their own 
time to do serious business 
after the long ’Eid AJ Fitr 
holiday, brokers said Friday. 

The weekly report of the 
market said volume of trad- 
ing in three days of business 
beginning Monday was JD 
2.8 million compared with JD 
16.2 million in five days of 
business in the previous 
week. Trading is done Satur- 
day to Wednesday, with 
Thursday set aside for 
accounting. 

The report said 1.3 million 
shares changed hands under 
2,207 deals during die week. 


Stocks of 71 companies were 
involved in the trading, and 
as business closed only eight 
of them showed gains; 63 
posted drops and 10 re- 
mained stable. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 ma- 
jor companies dosed at 142.6 
points, down 1.3 points or 0.9 
per cent from the week’s 
opening of 143.9 points. 

The separate sector indices 
showed that services sector 
shares lost 2.6 points or 1.9 
per cent, industrials 1.3 
points or one per cent, com- 
mercial banks 1.1 points or 
0.7 per cent and insurance 
companies 0.1 point or 0.1 
per cent. 

Industrials accounted for 


JD 1.31 million, or 46.9 per 
cent of the weekly volume, 
fo lowed by banks with JD 

780.000 (27.9 per cent), the 
services sector with JD 

670.000 (24 per cent) and 
insurance stock with JD 

33.000 (1.2 per cent). ^ 

The average daily tra 
was JD 930,000 comp 
with JD 3.2 million in the 
previous week. 

Brokers said they expected 
trading to improve this week 
as investors sought to make 
up for the relative inactivity 
during the month of Rama- 
dan. Fur t herm ore, dozens of 
companies are also expected 
to announce formalised final 
figures for 1994 March. 

In the meantime, brokers 
also said there was a steady 
flow of capita! from the mar- 


ket to. commercial banks in 
the wake of a hike in interest 
rates on deposits. 

"Depositors now get 
around nine per cent on 
short-term, three months or 
six months, deposits, and 
many, (AFM) investors are 
turning to take advantage of 
this offer,” said a broker, 
who, like other AFM dealers, 
cannot be identified by name 
under standing market guide- 
lines. 

“The result is a crunch on 
liquidity in the market,” said 
the broker, noting also that 
many speculators who de- 
pend on commercial bank 
credits for tbeir operations in 
the market were also having 
second thoughts, given the 
parallel rise in the interest 
rate they have to pay the 
banks. 
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Currency 

Uid 

Offer 

Bahraini Din or 

1 .5060 

1.5200 

LctnrrM Urn* 

0.041775 

0-0«765 

Saudi Rljil 

0.102 9 

0.1040 

KuMiiii Di3S>r 

2.3100 

2.3500 

Qatari Rfyal 

0. II 75 

0.1107 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1150 

0.2085 

Omani Rival 

1.7760 

1 .7150 

UAE Dirtwr" 

0-116.5 

0.7078 

Greek Drachma* 

0.2675 

0-3/25 

Cypriot Pound 

1 .4570 

1.5510 


Cantm Bank of Jordan Exchange Bate 


Bulletin 

Dad: 9/3/1995 


Currency 

Old 

Offer 

U-S- Dollar 

0.6870 

0-6190 

Sterling Pound 

1.7.21 

1.1076 

Ucdixcfac Mark 

0.4095 

0.49/9 

Smn Franc 

0.5056 

0.5005 

French Franc 

0.1370 

0.1305 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7410 

0.7517 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4361 

0.4303 

Surd tor Krona 



Itafinn Lira 0 

0.04!d 

0.0416 

belglaa Frane 
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FOR RENT 

Many a partment s and villas 
famished and unfamished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TaL 81 0605/810609 
810520 
FOX: 810520 


J A SECURE 

Hotel 
Swetflyeh 




t.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
A jl i U 

863944 - 8*16690 


A6een& 

^ Cate' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gefc- 

• JUMBO phof 


a Ffmm •ilirgi 
20 m 30 09 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 
One ouna of gold $382.80/383.30 


1.4074/84 

Canadian dollar 

1.4114/24 

Deutschemarks 

1.5824/34 

Dutch guilders 

1.1788/98 

Swiss francs 

29.17/21 

Belgian francs 

5.0225/75 

French francs 

1669.2/4.2 

Italian lire 

91.24/33 

Japanese yen 

7.1725 125 

Swedish crowns 

6.2900/50 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6460/10 

Danish crowns 

SI .5956/66 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 

Td 693399 


jUdUJ M 

zmz •- 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
fit Apartments 
in Amman. 


REAL ESTATE 

TtL 864230 
Fi 


RENTA 


CAR 



RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 


WE HAVfc NO OTHER BRANCHES 


OS 


SZECHWAN KARBEN5 
BHINEK RESTAURANT 


| OfxallJB-HOa&BB- 

Takm mwmy H evsHaMs 

_2« AMrabStrm* 

Um iMwkwh CootmnU Cam 

TaL 861174 

.Uatlvtui AL*#* loved 






MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBayfarta 
Mousing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 o.m. 

* To#.: 881038 


“ FOR your zt 

Advertisement 

mum"’ 


Jordan 

Times 


VAVW.V.V. -V VA- - 

Call tel: 



Duiraclean 


"Flower Fresh" cleaning 
for homes and businesses. 

m m 

. . CARPET CLEANING 


FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 



'ffe staunoU- Tapa* 

Open. r "Daily . : 
from 

12a.m . ; - 12p.m. 

Jehel Amman-, 3rd. circle 
Td ; 61 50 61 


- THEY " SAID atrj«ril|0^ 

" AUTHENTIC comments " 



Your rcstiHirnnt is improving every time 
we ottend it Keep up the good job. for 
we imn.h look forw.ird for Our next visit ! 


"Turino Rest :i 11 1 


s \ I i 1 i\ l it Ml : '/.i l 




Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Asian U-18 Basketball Championship 

Jordan loses to South Korea; 
plays Thailand for 3rd place today 

Alkhas chosen tournament’s best defensive player 

menL “Our players found 


By Omar Bashtawi in Madia 
iad Aka Bsunyaa m Amman 

ALTHOUGH South Korea 
Friday dashed Jordan's 
hope of reaching the Asian 
basketball final with a 69-51 
win in the semifinals Fri- 
day, the Kingdom’s under- 
18 national team still has a 
chance to make history 
when they play Thailand for 
third place today. 

A win over Thailand will 
qualify Jordan, along with 
tne top two teams, to the 
world championship which 
will be held later this year in 
Greece. 

Titlebolders China are on 
course for their fifth Asian 
title. They advanced to the 
final after eliminating Thai- 
land 98-45. 


Meanwhile, Jordan’s 
Zeid Alkhas, who scored 25 
points Friday, was chosen 
the tournament’s top defen- 
sive player and was named 
in the Asian junior “dream 
team.” He received a $500 
bonus. 

Friday was not the Jorda- 
nian team’s day however. 

The players were' clearly 
exhausted and the South 
Koreans were not an easy 
team to beat. They had 
defeated Jordan 75-61 in 
the first round. 

The Kingdom’s players 
effectively limitea their 
opponents* scoring ability 
in the first half which Korea 
won 28-27. However, the 
Jordanian team lacked 
offensive capability in the 
second half and the whole 


burden of scoring fell on 
team captain Zeid Alkhas. 
while the team’s usual other 
top scorer Ma’an Odeh was 
held to only four prints and 
Ashraf Samara to eight. 

In a post-match state- 
ment head coach Murad 
Barakat attributed the loss 
to exhaustion and bad luck: 
“This was their seventh 
game in eight days. The 
players lacked concentra- 
tion and were unlucky in 
shooting from the three 
point range. Still it was a 
good game and we played 
an excellent first half. 

Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) Deputy 
Chairman Samir Janakat 
praised the newly re- 
grouped team playing their 
first international touma- 


themselves playing the top 
Asian teams who nave a lot 
more experience. No one 
can underestimate titlehol- 
ders China or runners up 
South Korea. It is still a big 
achievement for us,” he 
said. 

The only Arab team in 
the 15-nation competition, 
die Jordanian team scored 
impressive results in the 
championship which con- 
cludes today. In the first 
first round, they beat Hong 
Kong 71-24 and Singapore 
88-35. In the quarterfinals 
round, they scored a spec- 
tacular 72-71 win over hosts 
the Philippines before los- 
ing to China 8849. They 
beat Japan 73-56 to move to 
the semifinals. 


A1 Faisali lose to A1 Ahli in opening match 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s A1 Faisali lost 1-0 to Egyptian 
champions A1 Ahli in Ok opening matrh of the 5th Arab 
Cop Winners’ Championship which kicked off in Cairo 
Friday. 

AJ Faisali are grouped with A1 Ahli, Qatar’s A1 Arabi, 


and Al Mnstaqbai of Tunis in Group A. Group B includes 
titlebolders Olympic of Morocco, Al Shahab of Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait’s Al Qadbrieh and Rafafa of Palestine. 

Al Faisali will now have to win both their upcoming 
matches to move to the semifinals of the competition. 


Spurs beat Cavs on last- second inbounds play 


CLEVELAND (R) — For 
the San Antonio Spurs, it was 
last-second perfection, but 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
it was a mental lapse that 
caused them to come up short 
■ — literally. 

Sean Elliott’s layup off an 
inbounds pass from Doc Riv-. 
ere with one second left lifted 
the Spurs to a 100-98 victory 
over the Cavaliers on Thurs- 
day. 

After the Cleveland's Ter- 


rell Brandon missed a 15- 
footer, the Spurs grabbed the 
rebound and called timeout 
with one second to go. San 
Antonio moved to midcourt 
for the inbounds pass and 
Rivers found Elliott under 
the basket for the game- 
winner. 

“The play couldn’t have ■ 
worked more prefectly,” said 
San Antonio coach Bob Hill. 
“Doc Rivers made a great 
pass.” 


Barakat CllSjJ 

Furniture ** * 

Would like to invite- you at our Iranian 
carpets exhibition, direct from Iran, at the 
Forte Grand Hotel, Housing Bank Centre, 
starting from Friday March 10, till Sunday 
March 12. 

From 11 a.m. till 8:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Bara- 
kat Exhibition for General Trading 
Al Jubeiha 845487 
Housing Bank 696575 


David Robinson scored 
nine of his 26 points in the 
final 3:20 as the Spurs, the 
hottest team in the NBA, 
won for the ninth time in 
their last 10 games. 

TerreD Brandon scored 24 
points and Tony Campbell 
added 21 for Cleveland, 
which has lost five of its last 
six games. 

Cleveland used a 164 burst 
to erase a six-print deficit 
- and take a 94-88 lead when 
Danny Ferry hit a 3-pointer 
with 4:11 to play. The Spurs 
countered with an 8-2 run to 
tie the game at 96-96 as 
Robinson scored seven 


points. 

‘Tin sorry for the team," 
said Cleveland coach Mike 
Fratello. “They worked very 
hard against an outstanding 
club and came up a little bit 
short." 

In Charlotte, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 13 of his 35 
points in the fourth quarter to 
lift the Hornets to their 
fourth win in five games, a 
112-99 triumph over the Seat- 
tle Supereonics. 

Mourning connected on 
12-of-20 from the field, 
hauled in 13 rebounds and 
blocked six shots as the Hor- 
nets won their Fourth in a 
row at home. 




A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG 
TALENTED MUSICIANS 



The National Music Conservatory 
and 

The American Center 

are offering a full scholarship to the 
1995 Apple Hill Chamber Music Summer 
School And Festival 
from July 30 to August 28, 1995 
New Hampshire, USA 

Candidates should be abie to: 

• Play a western classical instrument as a 
soloist and within ensembles (preferably a 
string instrument). 

• Sight read music. 

• Communicate in English. 

A performance of three compositions from 
different periods, ranging in styles, should be 
submitted on cassette by the candidate. One of 
the compositions should be from the repertory of 
Chamber Music. 

Application forms are available at: 

The National Music Conservatory, 

Atiyat Building, behind the Embassy of Kuwait, 
Jabal Amman, tel. 687620. 

Deadline: Tuesday, 14 March 1995 


DESIGNER CLOTHES FOR THE 
MOTHER-TO-BE 
& SOFT FURNISHINGS 

... e Wou£d Cihe to announce 
the arrival of an editing 
nezu fashion concept., designer 
cCotfies for the OvCother - r ±o- i 3e. 

JLoohjyour Best zoith our 
inspiring coCCection of 
maternity wear for wording 
days, zvecKends and evenings. 

Also, come see our effusive 
range of handmade quiCts and 
unique gifts for the new- Bom. 


Jabal Amman, Abdoun Circle 

Tel. 861281 
Sat.Tliur 
10 : 00 - 1:00 
3:00-7:00 


GRAND OPENING 

Sunday 12/3/1995 
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No baseball. 
‘Team Dream’ 
in ’96 

ATLANTA (AFP) — 
Assembling a baseball 
“Dream Team” among U.S. 
professionals is hopeless for 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
t t could become reality by 
tue 2000 Sydney Games, 
U.S. Olympic coach skip 
Bertman said. 

“It looks like a dead deal 
for 1996,” said Bertman. 
“But some I time in the fu- 
ture, it’s likely to happen.” 

The idea would allow top 
U.S. Latin American players 
to represent Their home- 
lands, with U.S. backers 
hopeful of duplicating the 

“Dream Team” gold medal 
performance in baskeball 
from the 1992 Barcelona 
Games. 

A strike by U.S. major 
leaguers has killed hopes of 
pulling the event together, 
with opening ceremonies 500 
days away and scheduled for 
the heart of the U.S. season. 

College and amateur play- 
ers will comprise the U.S. 

a uad. which plans a 32-game 
.S. tour that features nine 
games against Australia in 
July, four more against South 
Korea on July 13-16, four 
games in June against Nicar- 
agua and a seven-game series 
against Cuba commencing on 
the U.S. Independance Day, 
July 4. 


Cruyff threatens to quit-Barcelona l^ ve r 


PARIS (AFP) — Barcelona 
coach Johan Cniyff is thre- 
atening to quit because of a 
campaign he claims is being 
waged against his son Jordi. 

The Dutchman, who has 
taken the Catalan dub to the 
fop in European football, is 
upset over recent stories ab- 
out the 20-year-cld son who 
he promoted to Barcelona’s 
first team this season. 

In one artide, local daily 
Avui claimed Cruyff was de- 
manding a contract worth 
around 100 minion pesetas 
($800,000) a year for Jordi. 

“It’s totally false,” be told 
regional daily El Periodico. 
“It is a malevolent campaign. 

I will not -stand for people 
attacking Jordi in order to get 
at me.” 

“If things continue like 
this. Til have to reconsider 
my position,” he added. 
‘Tve always said that if I'm 
not wanted, it’ll be no prob- 
lem for me to leave. I might 
even leave before I'm asked 
to.” 

Jordi, a talented striker, 
made a promising start to the 
season but has since lost his 
form. In recent matches, be 
has been whistled off the ' 
pitch by Barcelona fans. 

His father has brought Bar- 
celona immense success on 
the pitch — consecutive 
league titles 1991-94, plus the 
European Cup and Super. 
Cup in 1992 — but has been 


criticised for an autocratic 
style. j 

However, his thoughts of 
departure prompted a crisis 
meeting between the Dutch- 
man and club vice-president, 
Joan Gaspart. 

Cruyff's men will have to 
put the controversy behind 
them .on Saturday when they 
face Atletico Madrid, the 
team who knocked them out 
of this season’s Spanish Cup. 

More importantly, they 
must be prepared psychologi- 
cally for their European Cup , 
quarter-final second leg 
against Paris St. Germain 
Wednesday. 

League leaders Real Mad- 


29 of a young Genoa suppor- 
ter, Vicenzo Spagnolo, be- 
fore Genoa’s league match 
against AC Milan. The match 
was abandoned at half-time 
and a week later all Italian 
sports fixtures were called off 
for one day. 

Serie A leaders Juventns 
are home to Foggia on Sun- 
day, while second placed Par- 
ma have a trickier task when 
they host Sampdoria. 

Third-placed Lazio, who 
crushed Fiorentina 8-2 last 
weekend, travel to Napoli. 

The race for the Bundeslk 
ga title has meanwhile been 
thrown open by Borussia 
Dortmund’s first league de- 
ft 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


rid travel to Raring Santan- 
der. 

I talian football will be hop- 
ing that the weekend passes 
off without incident, after 
another spate of s tabbings 
broke out in midweek. 

Four navy conscripts were 
on their way to Wednesday’s 
Italian Cup semifinal be- 
tween Lazio and Juventus 
when they were attacked by a 
knife-wielding gang. The 
sailors were not seriously 
hurt, police said, although 
one received deep wounds. 

The incident followed the 
stabbing to death on January 


feat for six months. 

Beaten 1-0 by FC Kaisers- 
lautern, Dortmund are at 
home to Eintracht Frankfort 
on Saturday with only a two- 
point cushion over Werder 
Bremen, who play Freiburg 
on Friday. 

In France, second-placed 
Paris St. Germain are giving 
the weekend fixtures a miss, 
in order to prepare for then- 
game against Barcelona at 
the Parc Des Princes, while 
invincible leaders Nantes 
take their record unbeaten of 
28 matches to Bordeaux. ’ 
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Sampras, Agassi will play Davis Cup 


INDIAN WELLS (Agencies) 
— Top-ranked Pete Sampras 
and second-ranked Andre 
Agassi, looking beyond their 
battle for number one, have 
agreed to play for the U.S. 
Davis Cup team in its second- 
round tie against Italy later 
this month, team captain 
Tom Gullikson announced 
on Thursday. 

“This is something very 
special to the U.S. and it 
speaks volumes about these 
two guys at a time that they 
are battling for number one 
that they would go to Italy 
and play Davis Cup,” said 
Gullikson, flanked by the two 
American stars. 

The announcement was 
something of a surprise as 
both players said at the.be-.. 
ginning of the year', they,". 

; wo old sit. outtiieflrrt two _ 
rounds of Davis Cup -in par — 
suit of the number one rank- 
ing. 

Die U.S. team defeated 
France in the first round of 
the 1995 competition without 
Sampras and Agassi. 

The March 31-April 2 tie in 
Palmero, Italy, will mark the 
first time that Sampras and 
Agassi have played for the 
United States together since 
19°2, the last time the Amer- 
ica captured the Davis Cup, 
beating Switzerland. 

Both players said the deri- 
sion was tough and that com- 
mitting to this tie with Italy 
meant that they would con- 
tinue on the U.S. team for 4 
the rest of 1995. 

“It’s something that we’ve 
oth put a lot of emotion into 
deciding,” Agassi said. 
“There was a time I was 
adamant about not playing, 
and Pete also felt it wasn’t in 
our best interest.” 

Said Sampras: “Andre cal- 
led me a couple of weeks ago 
and asked me. I thought it 
over and we discussed and 
decided to go for it.” 

Graf advances to quar- 
terfinals 

i Delray Beacb, Florida 


Steffi Graf,' struggling at the 
start but overpowering at the 
end, beat Nicole Bradtko 6-4, 
6-1 to reach the quarterfinals 
of the Delray Beach winter 
championships. 

Bradtke, an Australian 
who in three months has risen 
98 spots in the rankings, to 
No. 54, led 3-11 before fhe 
German star reeled off 10 of 
the next 11 games. 

Graf, the defending cham- 
pion, won her 17th consecu- 
tive match at the Delray 
tournament. She ended the 
19-minute second set and 
match with an ace. 

“I needed a few games to 
keep moving and site started 
off well,” said Graf, 6-0 this 
year and No. 2 in the world 
rankings. “I needed a few 
minutes to get. in the 
groove.” 


at the Evert Cup in Indian 
Wells, Calif ., last Monday. 

Agassi roots Wflander 

Andre Agassi, bidding to 
become the world’s No. 1 
player, routed Mats Wilander 
6-0, 6-2 in the second of the 
Newsweek Champion Cup. 

Agassi, ranked No. 2 and 
seeded second in this tourna- 
ment behind top-ranked Pete 
Sampras, needed only 58 mi- 
nutes to dispose of WilandeT, 
himself a former No. 1 play- 
er. 

If Agassi wins this tourna- 
ment and Sampras is elimin- 
ated early, Agassi would 
ascend to No. 1. 

“I want to play the best 
te nnis in the world every time 
I'm on the court,” Agassi 
said. “A few guys hope for. 
that. If it happens this week 


TENNIS ROUNDUP 


Earlier, Brenda Schultz, 
her big serve undermined by 
swirling winds, beat Ai 
Sugiyama 6-4, 7-5 in the 
second round. The 6-foot-2 
Dutchwoman, who lives half 
the year in Delray Beach, has 
the fastest serve on the 
women's tour at 115 mph. 

“If there’s no wind it’s 
totally different the way I put 
my serve in,” she said. “You 
can’t play good tennis in 
this." 

a 

In a match delayed because 
of rain for four hours, Spain’s 
Conchita Martinez, the No. 2 
seed, defeated Catalina Cris- 
tea of Romania 6-0, 6-2. 

Ruxandra Dragomir 
ousted Romanian compatriot 
Irina Spirlea, the No. 7 seed, 
6-1, 6-2. Russia’s Elena 
Ukhovtseva Eliminated No. 
10 Marianne Werdel Wit- 
meyer of San Diego 6-3, 6-4. 

Mary Joe Fernandez of 
Miami withdrew from singles 
because of flu symptoms. 
Fernandez won the rain- 
delayed singles championship 


or next week or whatever, it’s 
like, you just stick to your 
game plan and hope for the 
best. This has been a pretty 
fantastic year to date.” 

Agassi has won 16 of his 17 
matches this year and cap- 
tured the Australian Open 
and San Jose Open. His only 
was to Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden in the semifinals of 
last month's U.S. Indoor in 
Philadeihpia . 

Agassi will get another 
shot at Enqvist in the third 
round. The Swede advanced 
by upsetting No. 16 seed Petr 
Korda of the Czech Republic 
6-2, 7-5. 

In other second-round 
play. No. 3 seed Boris Becker 
of Germany beat Jared Pal- 
mer 6-4, 6-4; No. 4 Michael 
Chang beat Guy Forget of 
France 6-3, 6-2; No. 5 Alber- 
to Berasategui of Spain top- 
ped Fabrice Santoro of 
France 6-3, 6-4; and No. 6 
Michael Sticfa of Germany 
struggled to a 1-6, 7-6 (7-4), 
6-3 victory over Richey Re- 
neberg. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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CONVENTIONS? MAYBE! 

doree without reservation, it is Alvin 
Roth’s creation, the Negative Dou- 
ble. But even that ia notan unmixed 
blesein*. When this hand was played 
in an international match, the Hi*, 
player in the South seat Dade a* 
negative double over Eaat's overall 
and aa a result North became declar- 
er at four spades. 

The defense was straightfor- 
ward— and deadly. East ied the ace 
^ *>o trouble findinv 

the did) shift Eart won the king and 

ace. then continued with a third 
dob. U declarer rutted with the ten 

inche cloned hand. Ban would over- 
ran for the MttUg trick. If declarer 
rutted high, that established a 
for ^ enemy-down oo*. 
When Ph&adelphiaDs Arthur 
Robinson and Robert Jordan held 
the East-West cards, the bidding 
went as shown, putting the deSnae 


to a sterner test. North judged well 
to raise South's invitational bid of 
two no trump to four spades despite 
the fact that ha held a in 

terms of high cards. 

R obinson, West, started things, 
off with the king of dobs. Moat 
Easta would have echoed with the 
eight. West would have continued 
with ace and another dub, but in-' 
stood or ruffing, dedareT would have 
discarded a hart bon the board. 
East’s ruff would have been the 
third and last trick fen the 

dft&xsdera. 

Unfortunately, for declarer, Jor- 
dan followed to the first Crick with 
the three of cfaba. West dutifully 
refrained from boding another dub, 
switching to a heart. In with the ace. 
Jordan reverted to chibs and the ace 
of chibs and another restored pari- 
ty— down one. 


China 
to bid 

for 2004 
Olympics] 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— Beijing is poised to bid-, 
for the 2004 Olympic 
Games a senior Interna-; 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) official confirmed 
Friday. 

The Chinese bid is ex- 
pected to be announced 
when IOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch is in 
the country' for the World 
Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships in -May. ■ • 

The derision comes* less 
than two years after Beijing 
failed in their attempt to. 
host the 2000 Games — 
losing to Sydney in the final ■ 
run-off by only two votes. 

“The Chinese studied 
their defeat very very close- 
ly and have carried out a 
detailed examination of 
their chances of winning 
the 2004 Games,” said the 
IOC official,' here for the 
Pan-American Games. 

“They have fiecided to 
make a bid,” he added. 

IOC sources say that 
once Beijing formally laun- 
ches its bid most of the 
other cities considering 
hosting Games will with- 
draw. 

The main threat to Beij- 
ing is likely to come from* 
Cape Town but the South 
African city’s Olympic 
hopes received a severe 
blow earlier this month 
when the main financial 
backer withdraw. • 
Businessman Raymond 
Ackennann, chairman of 
one of South Africa's big- 
gest retail groups, - pulled 
out over a dispute with the 
Cape Town city conncfl - 
over who should present 
the bid — Ackermann’s 

present organising commit- ’ 
tee of the city council. 

Samaranch, who has 'nev- 
er hidden the fact he has a 
certain sympathy for a 
Beijing bid, would also like- 
to see the Games go tp ' 
Africa, especially to Sooth 
Africa ana his close friend 
President Nelson Mandela.- 
But most observers be- 
lieve Beijing will be hard to ; 
beat for the 2004 Games'. 

Their narrow defeat by - 
Sydney and the lessons 
they have learnt in putting 
forward a bid have put : 
them in a strong position 
but IOC officials admit that 
a Beijing-Cape Town battle 
could be as dose as the 
Beijing-Sydney struggle for 
the 2000 Games. . : 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema TeL: 699238 

plaza 

Eddie Murphy 
in 

Beverly Hills Cop 3 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Tom & Jerry 

At 11:00 a.m. 

Honey, 1 Blew Up The KM 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5:00 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

TimeCop 

Shews: 630, 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 677420 

COHCORP 

CONCORD ‘V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1130, 3:15, 6K». 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Ctaude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO, 5:45, 11:00 



Tel.: 618274 • 618275 

AMMOUN theatre 

Mousa Hijazin “Sumafch” 
in the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 

Author and Director: Mohammad Al 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 

Monday is the weekly holiday 


Te|.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashlnl Theatre 

' "Present* 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day 


Nabil Hisham's TeL: 625155 

ahlan theater 

Presents:' ” 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAMI 

at 8:30 p.in. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 “ 

Th l* he f tr « dosed oi , 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Celtics to sue Wall Street Journal 
over Reggie Lewis story 


BOSTON (R) — The Boston Celtics said 
Thursday it will file $100 million lawsuit 
agains t fiie Wall Street Journal for a story 
which said the National Basketball Associa- 
tion tftam ignored suspected cocaine use by 
former team captain Reggie Lewis, who died 
of heart (failure in 1993. 

Celtics Paul Gaston blasted the 

article, which appeared in Thursday’s Wall 
Street Journal, calling the charges “ludicrous, 
shameles and disgusting.” 

Gaston said be was “shocked, appalled and 
outraged” by the story, which said that 
financial and public relations interests and the 
payment of a S15 milli on, life insurance policy 
kept the team from giving Lewis proper care 
after he collapsed during a playoff game April 
29. 1993. 

“It’s not my nature to be litigious, however 
I can not sit here and let a national and 
international publication defame Reggie and 
the Celtics to the extent that has happened 
today,” Gaston told a news conference. 

“We intend to sue the reporter, Ron 
Suskind, the Wall Street Journal and its 
parent Dow Jones Co. Inc for $100 million.” 
In the article, Suskind wrote: “What is 
evident: the official cause of death, a heart 
damaged by the common-cold virus, is a 
medically { non-sensical finding by a coroner 
who was under intense pressure from the 


disgusting,” Gaston said. 

Lewis’ widow, Donna Hanis-Lewis, called 
the Wan Street Journal story “totally irres- 
ponsible.’’ 

“He was a model citizen,” Harris-Lewis 
said of her late husband. “This is how I shall 
remember him. Reggie did not use drugs. I 
repeat, Reggie did not use drugs.” 

After Lewis collapsed during the playoff 
game, doctors found three black patches on 
his heart, which they felt could only caused by 
artcriscelerosis — mostly found in older pa- 
tients — viruses, a previous heart attack or 
cocaine use, the article said. 

Tests narrowed the possible causes down 
and raised suspicions about drug use, but 
Lewis denied taking cocaine ana the team 
never tested him for the drug. 

The article suggested that while the NBA 
boasts it will expel any player found using 
drugs, it was more concerned with avoiding a 
scandal then in testing for suspected drug use 
by its star players. 

The league took exception to the article and 
also issued a statement of condemnation. 

It's obvious to any reader that this article is 
based entirely on speculation and has no real 
factual basis,” NBA deputy commissioner 
Russ Granik said. 

“Furthermore, there is no conceivable way 
that the NBA’s anti-drug programme had 


Lewis family to exclude any implication of anything to do with the issue of whether 

Reggie Lewis was tested or could have been 
tested upon his admission to the hospital.” 
Gaston said any proceeds from the lawsuit 


dru 


ug use. 

More than $15 milli on in insurance cover- 
age of Lewis’ contract reportedly would be 
paid out only if no drugs were involved in bis would be donated to a memorial established 

for the late star, whose number 35 will be 
retired by the team in a ceremony Later this 
month. 

Lewis died on July 27, 1993 at the age of 27 
after collapsing while shooting baskets with 
friends at Brandeis University. 


death, the journal reported 
“Any allegation or insinuation that econo- 
mic or monetary concerns could have conceiv- 
ably played a role in any care that Reggie 
Lewis got are absolutely ludicrous. They’re 
worse than ludicrous, they’re shameful and 


Pesaro, 
Bologna 
in control 


ROME (R) — Italian sides 
Pesaro and Bologna relied on 
foreign talent for wins over 
Limoges and Panathinaikos 
in their European Champion 
Clnbs Basketball quarter- 
final, first legs on Thursday. 

Americans Corey Games 
and Dean Garrett led Pesaro 
to a convincing 68-55 win 
over their French opponents 
while Serb Predrag Danilovic 
scored 24 points to power 
Bologna to an 85-68 success 
over the Greeks. 

After an exciting first half 
that finished 26-26 m Pesaro, 
sharp playmaker Gaines, 
who had a team-best 17 
points, spurred a second-half 
scoring spree which stunned 
ex-champions Limoges and 
sent the partisan crowd into a 
frenzy. 

It culminated in an amaz- 
ing fali-away three-pointer 
from the far comer by veter- 
an Italian forward Antonello 
Riva from his first shot of the 
game. 

Forward Michael Young 
scored a game-high 28 points 
for the Firench. 

In Bologna, Danilovic 
showed why he may end up in 
the NBA, leading the Italians 
with 17 points in the first half 
and five assists after the inter- 
val. 
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BARCELONA (R) — Irina 
Privaiova, Europe’s top 
woman splinter, will attempt 
the world indoor 400 metres 
record this weekend in her 
first competitive outing over 
the exacting two-lap event. 

The 26-year-old Russian, 
who broke the world 50 
metres indoor record last 
month en route to equalling 
her own 60 metres world 
mark, confessed on Thursday 
it had not been her decision 
to step into unknown terri- 
tory at the fifth World Indoor 
Championships which started 
on Friday. 

“It was not my decision,” 
Privaiova explained at a news 
conference. “My coach said I 
have won the 60 metres and 
the 200 metres (at world in- 
door championships). 

“It would be interesting to 
become the first person to 
win all three. It wpl be the 4 
first time I have run over 400. 
metres. I wfflbe running to 
break the wo^d record.” 

The present mark of 49-59 
seconds was set by Czech 
Jarmila Kratochvilova 13 


years 

Priw 


will be compet- 


ing against world outdoor 
champion Jeari Miles, the 
only Olympic or world cham- 
pion included in an under- 
strength U.S. team. 

The American squad, 
which does not include 
Michael Johnson who has 
broken the world indoor 400 
record twice this year, was 
further weakened tins week 
when 1991 world outdoor 400 
champion Antonio Pettigrew 
withdrew. 

But it includes exciting 
hurdler Allen Johnson, who 
ended the 44-race winning 
streak of Britain’s world high 
hurdles champion and 
record-holder Colin Jackson 
last month. 

Johnson, . 24,. a. .quietly- , 
spoken sociology student ' 
who sports a gold ear-ring in 
his left ear and a gold stud in 
his right, said on Thursday 
beating Jackson had given 
him a lot of confidence. 

“It was something that 
showed me I can run against 
anybody and win against any- 
body,” Johnson said. 

Jackson is one of a number 
of top competitors who have 
decided not to run here and 


in his absence Johnson identi- 
fied his main threats as Au- 
stria's Olympic champion 
Marie McKoy and Britain’s 
world outdoor silver medal- 
list Tony Jarre tt. 

Nine Olympic champions 
and 10 world outdoor gold 
medallists have entered for 
the three-day event, includ- 
ing Spam’s Olympic 1,500 
metres champion Fermin 
Cacfao. 

Cacho, matched by King 
.Jnm Carlos who met Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic 
Federation. (IAAF) chief Pri- 
mo Nebilo in Madrid- on 
Thursday, won a memorable 
race at the Barcelona Olym- 
pics three years ago. 


IAAF spokesman Christ- 
opher Winner said it was still 
uncertain if Burundi's 
Venuste Niyongabo would 
compete after be turned up 
here without a visa for Spain. 

Niyongabo, winner of the 
dream ume in Oslo last year, 
was scheduled to run the 
3,000 bat after being in- 
terrogated by ' immigration 
officials for three hours on 
arrival decided to fly back to 
his training base in Italy. 

Niyongabo, winner of the 
dream mfle in Oslo last year, 
was scheduled to ran the 
3,000 but after being interro- 
gated by immigration officials 
for three hours on arrival 
decided to fly bade to bis 
training base in Italy. 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Location: Shmeisani. Grand deluxe building. 3 
bedrooms, salon, sitting, dining, tel, separate 
central heating, lift. Rent JD 7,500 per annum 
including services. 

Ref. owner Arch. W. Abldl, TeL 664950-698100 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. — 5-8 p.m. 


\ if*--. 


A Jdrdanian Company is seeking to 
hire a Secretary that is fluent in both 
English & Arabic and has a good 
knowledge of computer. Office Loca- 
tion is near King Abdullah Gardens. 
Please call immediately. We will only 
be taking. 

Calls Today between (3-5:30) pm. 
Phone # 679601 


FURNISHED ROOF APARTMENT 


A furnished apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, 
sitting room, large salons with balcony, large kitch- 
en, 3 bathrooms, telephone, separate central heat- 
ing and elevator. Yearly rent only. 

Location: Urn Uthainah, Jeezan Str. Bldg. No. (15). 
For more details; Pis. call No. 666034 
from 10:30 a.m. till 1:30 p.m. only 
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Stojko 
keeps figure 
skating 
crown 

BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — 
Canadian Elvis Stojko re- 
tained his figure skating title 
Thursday night, after a spark- 
. ling performance m the free 
... programme. 

Stojko, the Olympic silver 
.. medallist at Lfllehammer, 
had been trailing American 
Tod Eldredge after the short 
- programme but overtook his 
rival in a thrilling climax to 
the event. 

Eldredge took the silver 
. and Frenchman Philippe 
Candeloro, who had been 
struggling in fifth place, the 
brotne. 

It was fairytale ending for 
the Canadian, who store ank- 
le ligaments seven weeks ago 1 
was determined to defend 
—" his crown, however, painful 
^"'that might be. 

Even 10 days ago, he 
^2 fused to try out the more 
> complicated parts of his 
* jontme, for fear of injury. 
Undaunted on the big 
.tight, he even attempted a 
rg: jquadraple jump, which did 
' wt come off, as he skated to 
notary in the free program- 
me — to roars of approval 
bom the British crowd. 

But perfect eight triple 
j jumps is an exceptional per- 
formance -ensured that he 
kapfrogged over Eldredge 
mto the gold medal position. 


NICARAGUA BAHAMaScJmiS5 
SSjSKjWKI GAMBI A HAITI UNlTEDSTATIMUUum 
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^5S5»_ r PREAIEBanoii ptm awn jthafriCansg? 


WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. AND WE’RE LOOKING EVERYWHERE. 

The best candidates for physicians are bright, determined, strong, 
empsuheric. And were determined to find diem. Sl Georges University now 
ofibs a premedical course leading into the School ofMedidne. The course 
indudes varying points of entry, depending on your educational background 
and achievements. All courses are in English. Our campuses are bated in 
Grenada and Sl Vincent, with affiliated hospitals in the United Scares, the 
United Kingdom and the Caribbean. If you believe you can meet our 
standards for excellence, contact: Office of Admissions, Dept. AJ05, 

Sl Georges University School ofMedidne, do die Nordi 
American Correspondent, Medical School Services, Ltd. 

One East Main Street, Bay Shore, New York 1 1706-8399 
516-665-8500 • 800-899-6337 • Fnc 516-665-5590 
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Shaping the workLone mind ma rime 


‘Michael Jordan to return to NBA’ 


CHICAGO (Agencies) — 
Michael Jordan, estranged 
from the sport be adopted, is 
returning to the game he 
once ruled, a source told the 
Associated Press on Thurs- 
day niriit. 

“He’s done with baseball,” 
said the source, speaking on 
the condition he not be iden- 
tified. 'He's going to play 
basketball.” 

Jordan practiced again 
with the Chicago Bulls Thurs- 
day, the third straight day he 
appeared at team headquar- 
ters. and will shortly trade in 
his baseball spikes tor a new 
pair of Air Jordan basketball 
shoes. 

“It won’t be tonight, 
tomorrow or the next (fey,” 
die source said. “But it will 
be soon.. .he’s going to take 
couple of weeks to tune up.” 

Jordan retired suddenly 
about a month before the 
1993-94 season. Though be 
has stayed in shape playing 
baseball,” he “wants to make 
sure he’s near the top of his 
game,” the source said. 

The ESPN cable television 
network also reported Thurs- 
day night that Jordan is re- 
turning. The network, citing 
a “reliable” but unidentified 
source, said he will come 
back, but not for a couple of 
weeks. ESPN said Jordan is 
intent on being in good shape 
and wants to discuss the fu- 
ture of the Bulls with team 
management. 

It was unclear how Jordan 
would fit under the Bulls’ 
salary cap. He has two years 
remaining on a contract re- 
portedly paying him $4 mil- 
lion. 

“He won’t rush back to. 
improve the (team's) playoff 
position,” the source told the 
AP. “It doesn’t matter to him 
as much whether they play 
the No. 1 or 2 seed as 
whether he’s in real good 
shape.” 

After the Balls’ two-hour 
practice, Jordan drove off in 
nis Range Rover without 
comment. And spokesman 
for the Bulls, the Chicago 
White Sox and Jordan's agent 
said no announcement was 
forthcoming. 

Jackson said the distraction 
of Jordan's possible return 
made it tough for the Bulls to 
remain focused, but might 
help energize a lethargic 
team. 

Jordan, 32, led the Bulls to 
NBA titles in 1991, 1992 and 



Michael Jordan warms up before a 
this mouth (AFP photo) 


workout with the Chicago White Sox earlier 


1993. He then shocked the 
sports world on Oct. 6, 1993, 
retiring with a 32.3-point 
scoring average, the best in 
league history. Jordan said he 
had “reached the pinnacle,” 
had nothing left to prove and 
just wanted to “watch the 
grass grow.” 

Rather than kicking back, 
however, Jordan provided 
another surprise a few 
months later when he 
announced he’d try to play 
baseball with the White Sox, 
who are owned by Bulls own- 
er Jerry Reinsdorf. 

• Jordan, who hadn’t played 
baseball since high school, 
batted a low .202 at the 


double-a Birmingham Minor 
League team last season. He 
went to spring training hop- 
ing to move up to triple -A 
Nashville this season, but the 
major league players' strike 
left him m limbo and he 
returned to Chicago. 

He missed one deadline for 
reporting to minor league 
camp in Sarasota, Florida. 
General Manager Ron 
Schueler said Thursday that if 
Jordan didn’t report by 
Saturday, *Td guess that he'd 
be retired.” 

Jordan, who practiced with 
the Bulls a few times before 
spring training without draw- 


ing much attention, showed 
up Tuesday and watched 
films with Jackson and the 
other coaches. 

Jordan then worked out 
with the team Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

Jordan, whose number 23 
has been retired and who has 
been honoured by a statue 
outside the new United Cen- 
tre, was the first player on the 
court Thursday morning. He 
shot baskets with Toni Kukoc 
before the rest of the Bulls 
joined in. Jordan was wear- 
ing; ay white sleeveless Bulls 
T-shirt, a pair of red shorts 
and white Nikes. 
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Shmeisani - TeL: 660201-7 , 660301-5 Fax.:679115 
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UNRWA satisfied with 


results of Amman talks 


By Cathy King 

Special ro the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) con- 
cluded a two-day informal 
meeting of major donors and 
host governments here 
Thursday with a consensus on 
crucial questions regarding 
the agency's future and 
pledges of financial support 
prom several donOT countries, 
UNRWA officials said. 

“The meeting went very 
well and we are pleased with 
the outcome,” UNRWA’s 
Commissi oner- General liter 
Turkmen told a press confer- 
ence Thursday evening. “The 
(meeting's) purpose was not 
to elicit exact donations; 
rather the purpose was to 
propose our 'five-year plan- 
ning horizon' to donor coun- 
tries'' and to gain a converg- 
ence of opinion in questions 
specific to the prospective of 
UNRWA, he said. 

The five-year formula is 
aligned with the schedule de- 
lineated in the declaration of 
principles (DoP) that was 
signed by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel on Sept. 13, 1993. 

The meeting here was the 
first to be held in Jordan after 
the signing of the DoP. 

The DoP calls for five 
years of Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Negotiations on 
the final status of the territor- 
ies is to begin not later than 
the third year of self-rule. 

The Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 


went under Palestinian 
autonomy in May 1994. Israel 
and the PLO are negotiating 
the expansion of self-rule to 
the rest of the West Bank. 

With the setting up of a 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
in the Gaza Strip, the PLO 
also called' for and secured 
U.N. agreement to moving 
the UNRWA headquarters 
to the Mediterranean strip 
from Vienna, Austria. 

UNRWA, set up in 1950, 
provides education, health 
and social services to Palesti- 
nian refugees scattered in 
camps in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip as well as 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
With the signing of the Israel- 
FLO autonomy accord, the 
U.N. agency also undertook 
to implement programmes fi- 
nanced by the international 
community which has made 
pledges of $2.4 billion to help 
the Palestinians for five years 
starting 1994. These projects 
are classified under a so- 
called Peace Implementation 
Programme (PIP). 

A statement made avail- 
able to the Jordan Times 
after the Wednesday/ 
Thursday meeting in Amman 
said that delegates from 
donor countries and host gov- 
ernments “felt the need to 
reassure the refugee com- 
munity, the host govern- 
ments and UNRWA staff of 
their continuing support to 
the agency until an agreed 
solution to. the problems of 
refugees is found.” 

It added that delegates also 
commended UNRWA's five- 
year plan as an “innovative 


and sound framework for 
planning the agency’s activi- 
ties in the coming period." 

In the course of the meet- 
ing, the agency presented to 
donors and host governments 
its plan which included pro- 
jected expenditure* during 
those five years. Having high- 
lighted priorities, the agency 
proposed the financial re- 
quirements for its objectives. 

"Participants (in the meet- 
ing) endorsed the five-year 
plan... and have taken notice 
of it as a basis for expendi- 
ture," said Mr. Turkmen, 
who emphasised the plan was 
“not linked to a five-year 
solution.” 

Mr. Turkmen said that the 
delegates recognised the im- 
portance of UNRWA in the 
stability of tbe region and 
that they affirmed the ne- 
cessity for the agency to con- 
tinue its education, health 
and social services at their 
present levels. 

UNRWA sustained a 
budget deficit of $12 million 
in 1994, and it was feared that 
if contributions foil short of 
the agency's expenditure 
again, then services would 
have to be dramatically re- 
duced. 

Mr. Turkmen told the Jor- 
dan Tunes on Wednesday 
that the agency had ex- 
hausted its operational re- 
serves. 

Mr. Turkmen said Thurs- 
day that delegates were 
“worried about (the agen- 
cy's) budget deficit and 
feared it would be worse this 


(Continued on page 7) 


Algeria bomb wounds 33 


ALGIERS '(Agencies) — A 
carbomb exploded at dawn 
Friday in an Algiers police 
housing complex, wounding 
33 people as they slept, fol- 
lowing a warning from a 
radical Algerian Islamic 
group threatening to attack 
women linked to the security 
forces. 


Tuned at dawn on Friday 
/hen most Algerians are at 
lome, the attack appeared to 
nark a new escalation in the 
undamentalists* three-year 
ampaign of terror to oust the 
nHltary-backed government. 

It' Was the first attack of is 
ize against a so-called dvi- 
ian target, housing women 
ind children. Eight children 
/ere among the wounded. 

“We wanted to get out, but 
here were flames in front of 
he building," the wife of a 
>o lice man said. Her baby 
laughter escaped with 
cratches. 

The bomb blew up be- 
ween two buildings on the 
j&ridi estate for police offic- 
es and their families in the 
vorking-class suburb of 
vouba, a fundamentalist 
tronghold. 


It tore off the facade of a 
four-floor building, sending 
furniture flying, and was 
beard in the dty centre three 
kilometres away, but author- 
ities said the toll would have 
been far worse if the build- 


ings had collapsed. 

Security forces initially re- 
ported 33 injured, and the 
figure was later confirmed by 
officials. 

It was the second major 
car-bombing in six weeks in 
Algeria, which has been 
wracked by a three-year in- 
surgency waged by Islamic 
militan ts seeking to topple 
the army-backed govern- 
ment. On Jan. 30, a bomb- 
rigged car exploded outside 
Algiers’ main police station, 
killing 42 people and wound- 
ing 286. 

The hardline Armed Isla- 
mic Group daimed responsi- 
bility for that carbombing 
and threatened further 
attacks by suicide bombers. It 
also has threatened to avenge 
the deaths of 96 prisoners, 
most of them Islamic mili- 
tants, killed by security forces 
quelling a mutiny last month 
at Serkadji prison in Algiers. 

In its latest threat, the 
Armed Islamic Group 
threatened Friday to ktll the 
wives of police and army 
officers unless women de- 
tained for collaborating with 
the militants are freed. 

The threat was published 
on the front page of A1 
Hayat. an Arab-language 
daily based in London and 
Beirut. 

The Armed Islamic Group, 
which has used A1 Hayat to 
publicise previous state- 


ments, is one of two hardline 
guerrilla groups waging an 
insurgency since 1992 aimed 
at installing an Islamic state. 
The violence began after 
military authorities cancelled 
parliamentary elections that 
Islamic fundamentalists were 
expected to win. 


More than 30,000 people 
have been killed in the con- 
flict, including hundreds of 
intellectuals, journalists, civic 
leaders and foreigners 
targeted for assassination by 
the .militants. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
statement, signed by its lead- 
er Abu Abdul Rahman 
Amin, set Friday as the dead- 
line for announcing on radio 
and television that it would 
release women charged with 
aiding the militants. 

The statement said the 
government, having foiled to 
crush the group’s fighters, 
were “seeking to take re- 
venge on women of the be- 
lievers ... violating all values 
of virtue and forgetting that 
molesting the honour of a 
single Mpslim woman is an 
unforgivable affront to all 
Muslims." 


If the detained women 
were not released uncon- 
ditionally, the group 
threatened to take revenge 
“by killing the wives of army 
and police tyrants and their 
assistants." 


Duma fires head of 
human rights panel 


MOSCOW (R) — The lower 
house of Russia's parliament 
on Friday dismissed human 
rights commissioner Sergei 
Kovalyov, a former Soviet 
dissident and fierce opponent 
of the Kremlin's bloody cam- 
paign to crush separatism in 
Chechenya. 

Tbe State Duma approved 
a resolution by 240 votes to 
75 effectively removing Mr. 
Kovalyov from his post after 
conservative deputies ac- 
cused him of bias and of 
overstepping his mandate. 

“Sergei Kovalyov can have 
no responsibility for human 
rights. He wants to bring 
foreign troops in Russia, 
said ultra-nationalist Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky, referring to 
Mr. Kovalyov’s calls for in- 
ternational monitors to be 
sent to Chechenya. 

Prominent hardliner Sergei 
Baburin, who led the attack 
on Mr. Kovalyov, said his 
“appeals to the entire world 
to put pressure on Russia 
cause us great sorrow." 

A handful of liberals de- 
fended his action. "Kovalyov 
is more honest, noble and 
pure than anyone speaking 
here, myself included, " said 
Vladimir Lukin, chairman of 
parliament’s foreign affairs 
committee. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the vote dep- 
rived Mr. Kovalyov of all his 
duties. 

He bolds a similar position 
as head of a human rights 
commission appointed in 
1993 by President Yeltsin. 
The president's office de- 
clined to comment on the 


vote. 

Mr. Kovalyov, 64, was 
convicted of anti-Soviet activ- 
ity and spent seven years as a 
political prisoner in a Ural 
Mountains camp* 


He was a dose assodate of 
human rights campaigner 
Andrei Sakharov and headed 
a human rights commission in 
the dying days of Soviet Rus- 
sia's parliament at the begin- 
ning of the 1990s. 

In Genoa, Italy, Mr. 
Kovalyov described his sack- 
ing as a personal vendetta by 
communists and ultra- 
nationalists. 

He also told a conference 
on the post-cold war world in 
northwest Italy, where be 
learned of his dismissal, that 
he would continue to work in 
a similar position as head of a 
human rights commission 
appointed in 1993 by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

The chairman of the 
Duma's defence committee 
tendered his resignation on 
Friday in protest at the dis- 
missal of Mr. Kovalyov, his 
aide said. 


“He offered to resign but 
this decision has still to be 
approved by parliament," the 
aide to Sergei Yushenkov 
said. He aoded that Mr. 
Yushenkov remained com- 
mittee chairman. 

Meanwhile a delegation of 
top European foreign minis- 
ters held talks with President 
Yeltsin on Thursday, three 
days after the European Un- 
ion held up a trade deal with 
Moscow because of the war 
in Chechenya. 


Talibans, 

Shiites 


clash 


KABUL (AFP) — Tank and 
infantry fights broke out be- 
tween gunmen of the Afghan 
militant Taliban movement 
and a Shiite faction based in 
southwest Kabul Friday, 
according to Defence Minis- 
try sources. 

"The Talibans started 


fighting with the Shiites 
around tbe old Russian 


embassy and Darulaman 
Palace," a Defence Ministry 
source told AFP. 

He said the fighting started 
after the Shiite Hezb-e- 
Wahdat faction refused to 
surrender their heavy 
weapons as demanded by tbe 
Talibans. 

“The Talibans are trying to 
disarm Wabdat now," said 
the defence ministry source. 

The Talibans entered tbe 
Shiite-controlled southwest 
of Kabul at the invitation of 
Hezb-e-Wahdal Wednesday 
afternoon apparently on the 
understanding that they 
would be taking over Shiite 
frontlines and heavy 
weapons. 

However, it appeared that 
Hezb-e-Wahdat commanders 
wanted to use the Talibans to 
bolster their frontline de- 
fences in the five-day fighting 
with forces loyal to Afghan 
President Burnanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

“ Wahdat hoped to use the 
Talibans as a way out of their 
imminent defeat by oar 
forces," claimed the Defence 
Ministry informant. 
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VINTAGE POSTERS: A Christie’s auctiooer takes bids for 
a poster advertising the Humphrey Bogart movie ’African 
Queen’ during a sale of vintage (Dm posters In London on 


Thursday. The poster, one of many from the Mel Tonne 
collection, fetched about $925 (AFP wire photo) 


Body of 5-year-old 


found in cesspool 


By Rana Hussehni 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The body of a 
five-year-old boy who has 
been reported missing since 
March 5 was found Friday 
in a cesspool in Tafileh. 
police ana civil defence de- 
partment (CDD) sources 
said. 

Hazem A.F- was from 
Abu Banna village near 
Tafileh. Police and CDD 
rescue units had combed 
die mountain area around 
Tafileh in the past few days 
but could not trace the boy. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the au- 
thorities received a "tip- 
off" that the child might be 
in a cesspool and “based on 
the information we started 
pumping sewage out of tbe 
cesspools around the 
town." 


“After pumping tire con- 
tents of the cesspool for 
two hours we recovered the 
body of the toddler," the 
official said. 

A Tafileh police official 
who was contacted by the 
Jordan Times Friday night 
said that the body of the 
boy had been in tbe pool 


for at least three days. The 
official, however, declined 
to give further details into 
the case until the investiga- 
tion procedures are over. 

The victim's body was 
transferred to Prince Zaid 
Hospital for examination 
and for an autopsy. 

“At this time we can’t 
say if the boy was mur- 
dered or be just fell in the 
cesspool. Hopefully the 
autopsy will reveal the 
truth,” the police official 
said. 

Also on Friday, CDD 
frogmen were searching for 
two men both aged 19, who 
were reported to have 
drowned m the Hidan area 
in Madaba. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that rescue 
operations were halted af- 
ter sunset because the area 
was too dark. 

“Even if we use limits to 
search for them it will. not 
be enough. We will have to 
wait until tomorrow,” the 
CDD official said. 

The official, however, 
would not reveal the names 


of the two missing people 
or the nature of the drown- 


ing incident. 


Norway urges donors to 
pay for Mideast peace 


OSLO (R) — Norway, which 
chairs an international con- 
sortium for aid to the Palesti- 
nian self-rule areas, on Fri- 
day sent rich donor countries 
an urgent reminder to pay up 
or risk undermining the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The “Holst Peace Fund," 
set up to help the Palestinians 
pay for the day-to-day costs 
of self-rule in Gaza and West 
Bank, is empty. 

Oslo has no means to force 
donor countries to meet their 
obligations and can only 
appeal to their conscience. 

“The international com- 
munity could risk seeing the 
peace process collapsing (if 
they don’t pay)," Foreign 
Minister Bjoem Tore Godal 
told Reuters in an interview. 

On Friday be sent remin- 
ders to eight countries which 
had failed to come up with 
$33.1 million, or 28 per cent, 
of the $115 million pledged to 
the World Bank’s “Holst 
Peace Farid" in the current 
budget period which expires 
on April 1. 

Mr. Godal declined to 
name these nations but 
World Bank sources earlier 
this month said Canada and 
some European and Middle 
Eastern countries had not 
met their obligations. 

“We will not expose them 


yet," said Mr. Godal, whose 
country this week transferred 
another $3 million to the 
fond. 

“Unless all the donors hon- 
our their pledges immediate- 
ly, urgent payments to the 
Palestinian authorities may 
not be made in time, leaving 
people without salaries,” Mr. 
Godal said in tbe reminder. 

“Needless to say, a failure 
to remedy this situation im- 
mediately could easily under- 
mine tbe prospects of politic- 
al stability and long-term de- 
velopment in the Palestinian 
areas.’* 

Mr. Godal said interna- 
tional donors, the World 
Bank, Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as well as the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and 
the U.N. planned to hold an 
informal meeting in Washing- 
ton on March 30. 

Norway also intends to 
send a letter to all donors 
informing them of the current 
situation in Gaza and the 
West Bank, where living con- 
ditions for ordinary Palesti- 
nians seem to be deteriorat- 


ing. 


Mr. Godal said the pre- 
vious full Israeli closure of its 
former occupied territories 
cost Palestinians some $2 mil- 
lions a day in tost income 



Saudis allow Jordanians to bring families Creator of Galil and Uzi guns dies 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has lifted a ban on 
Jordanian and Palestinian workers bringing in their families 
that dates back to the 1990-1991 Golf crisis, informed 
sources here said Friday. They said that Jordanians and 
Palestinians employed in the kingdom would from Satur 
day be allowed to bring in their wives and children. After 
tiie August 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait that led to the 
Gulf war, Saudi authorities banned visas for their families. 
The Jordanian and Palestinian communities, most of whom 
live in Riyadh or the Red Sea dty of Jeddah, number 
around 400,000 people. 


Pioneer of Israeli-PLO contacts dies 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli reserve general Matti Peled, a 
pioneer of early contacts with the Palestinians and former 
left wing deputy, died Friday at the age of 72, his family 
said. President Ezer Weizman paid attribute to a “com- 
batant in all Israel’s wars since tiie creation of the state in 
1948." Peled was one of the military chiefs of staff during 
the 1967 Middle East war. Entering dvilian life, he devoted 
himself to promoting peace from a left-wing stance. In 
1975, he set up the Council for Israeli-Palestinian Peace 
and became one of the first Israelis to meet Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
He won a seat in parliament in 1984 on a pro-peace Ust 
alongside Arab Mohammad Miari. Peled was a strong critic 
of Israel's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
supported the creation of an independent Palestinian state. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Yisraei Galili, the man who invented 
the Galil submachine gun and assisted with the creation of 
Israel’s famed Uzi submachine gun, died Thursday after 
suffering a heart attack, Israel Television reported. Galili, 
a resident of the Tel Aviv suburb Givatayim, collapsed 
while waiting in line for a checkup at a local medical clinic, 
the television report said. Known in the military by the 
nickname “father of the rifle," Galili worked for 44 years in 
Israel military industries and was considered an expert m 
developing light weapons, the Israeli news agency Itim 
reported. In 1973 Galili received Israel’s security prize for 
creating the Galil, named for him. Itim said. He also 
assisted Israeli Uzi Gal with the creation of the Uzi 
submachine gun, which has become a mainstay of secret 
services. 


Israeli deputies to look for war dead 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A delegation of Israeli members of 
parliament will shortly visit Egypt to look for soldiers 
missing and killed in the 1973 war, offidals said Friday. The 
delegation was invited by Egyptian parliaments. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has urged Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon to allow simibar missions to locate and return 
Israeli soldiers missing m action. The army could not 
provide the figures immediately. 


Arafat cancels Copenhagen appearance 


Sudan rejects U.N. condemnation 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has rejected a United Nations 
Human Rights Commission resolution condemning it for 
abuses including torture, summary executions and slavery. 
Sudan’s Minister of Justice Abdul Aziz Shido described the 
resolution as illogical, the official press reported on Friday. 
He said the resolution repeats charges made in earlier 
resolutions which do not reflect the reality in Sudan. In one 
of the fiercest censure resolutions it has evem made, the 
commission in Geneva on Wednesday expressed “deep 
concern at continued serious human rights violations in 
Sudan ..." Mr. Shido, who is also the country’s attorney 
general, was quoted by the government-owned A1 Sudan 
Al Hadith newspaper as saying that the resolution is an 
attempt to create instability in Sudan. 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Spokesman for the U.N. 
World Summit on Social Development here confirmed 
Friday that Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat will not attend the summit which 
closes Sunday. The Palestinian undersecretary of the soda! 
affairs ministry, Thiab Ayyuousch, also the head of tbe 
Palestinian delegation here, told AFP that Mr. Arafat will 
not attend the summit because “of the tough schedule" 
resulting from a breakthrough in the peace talks with Israel 
Thursday. A Palestinian official said earlier in Gaza that 
Mr. Arafat had sent his apologies to the summit. 


Three Jewish settlers disarmed 


Netanyahu maintains poll lead over Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
would be beaten by right-wing leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
if elections were held today, according to opinion polls 
published Friday. Mr. Netanyahu of the Likud party 
garnered 42 per cent support against 36 per cent for the 
Labour Party chief in a Dahaf institute survey for tbe 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper. Ten per cent voiced no 

3 )inion and 12 per cent said they would abstain. General 
actions are due by November 1996. Dahaf interviewed 
503 Israelis on Tuesday amid allegations that senior Labour 
ministers set up a multi-million dollar election slush fond 
with trade union funds. The institute’s last poll the previous 
week gave Mr. Netanyahu 44 per cent over 35 per cent for 
the 73-vear-old prime minister. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli police have Withdrawn gun 
penmts from three Jewish settlers who were caught on film 
shooting and wounding three. Palestinian stone-throwere in 
Hebron. Police said the men from the West Bank 
settlement of Kiryat Arba had used their guns illegally in 
December 1993. Soldiers were also fUmld staS bS 

™"iSS 8 w '.’I < fiS ng - A majorit y of among thJ 

130,000 West Bank settlers carrying guns saying they 5 fear 
for their lives. 3 


Mandela to visit Kuwait, Gulf states 


OVPE TOWN (AFP) — South African President Nelson 
Mandela will visit Kuwait and some Gulf states from March 
26 to April 2, his first visit as head of state to the Gulf 
region, his spokesman said Friday. Spokesman Parks 
Maukahlana said Mr. Mandela would first visit Kuwait and 
then other countries in the region, but some details still had 
to be finalised. Mr. Mankahianak said economic coopera- 
tion would be the major focus of the tour. ^ 
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Marriage in 
France hit 

100 -year low 
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PARIS (AFP) — The num- 
ber of weddings in France, in 
decline over the past 20 
years, has sunk to toe lowest 
level this century, official sta- 
tistics showed Friday. A 
study publshed by tbe nation- 
al statistics institute INS EE 
said that in 1993 a total 
255,200 French couples got 
married, a 6 per cent drop oq 
the previous year. INSEE 

added that- according to pro- 
visional figures for 1994, the 
number was expected to sta- 
bilise at around 254,000a. 
The dip in the number of 
weddings began in 1973 and 
slid remorselessly unit! 1987. 
After more French couples 
wedded in 1988, the down- 
wards trend resumed in 1991. 
The report also noted that 
the average age of people 
marrying for the first tune 
was continuing to rise: 29 for 
men and 27 for women. 
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China plans 
Hong Kong epic 
film for 1997 

HONG KONG (AFP) - 
China is planning an epic fihn 
about the 19th century Sino- 
British Opium War which led 
to Hong Kong becoming a 
British colony, a prominent 
Shanghai director has said. 
Xie Jin said his Hengtoog 
Film and Video Co. would 
have the film released in 
Hong Kong and overseas in 
time to mark Hong Kong's 
return to Chinese sovereignty 
in July 1997, according to 
local press reports Friday. 
Proposals and scritps have 
already been submitted to the 
central government in Beij- 
ing, and Xie said he has 
received “enthusiastic" sup- 
port. China is also producing 
a documentary film on Hong 
Kong's 150-plus years under 
colonial rule, but it has yet to 
discuss with Britain what 
ceremonies will be staged 
when the handover takes 
place. The Opium War of 
184042 broke out after Beij- 
ing's then-imperial govern- 
ment tried to ban imports of 
Indian opium, which Britain 
was keen to sell in China to 
dose a huge trade gap. Tbe 
conflict led to Hong Kong 
being formally ceded to Bri- 
tain in 1842 under the Treaty 
of Nanjing, which Beijing to- 
day calls an "unequal trea- 
ty.” 
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Pakistani flogged 
publicly for 
attempted rape 
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PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) 
— A man convicted by an 
Islamic court of attempted 
rape was publicly flogged 
with a cane Thursday in the 
Pakistani town of Mingora, 
witnesses said. Residents said 
hundreds of people watched 
Haji Nawab being given II 
strokes of tbe cane in Pakis- 
tan’s first public flogging 
since Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, a critic of harsh Isla- _ 
mic punishments, took office * 
more than 15 months ago. It 
was also the first flogging in 
North West Frontier Pro- 
vince since its government 
decided to enforce Islamic 
Laws in the mainly tribal 
MaJakand Administrative Di- 
vision last December, The— 
decision followed a violent 
campaign for the laws by - 
Islamic militants. Mr. Nawab 
was sentenced to 10 strokes 
of the cane after he was 
found guilty of entering a \ 
neighbour’s bouse and trying 
to rape a woman who re- 
sisted and raised alarm. Hie ’ 
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received 11 strokes because 


the man wielding the cane 
gave him an extra hit in 
panic, the residents said. 




U.S. magician 
plans N. Korea 
performance 


SEOUL (R) — David Cop- -.-f ^ 
perfield, the world's richest 4*^ 
magician, plans a show in £ !>, - - v .e-. 2 

PranmnniM m .vTa*' Of -LJ -ff 


Communist North Korea in 
July on the first anniversary a 






'•■V 


ti- ir*'. " 11 '■ 






,,5 

■«tr 


of foe death of "great leader" T*> ^ ’■ 


Kim U-siing, a leading South <&■ ^ - 

Kordan daily said Friday. t.. a 
The Chosun Ilbo said the ^ " 

North was negotiating with 
an unnamed U.S. sponsor on 
ways to transport about 60 


C. 


w »ys w transport about mi 
tonnes of equipment to the lv 

Show in Pvnnovnna T*w» dfli- 'YIW 


show in Pyongyang. The dai 
ly, quoting an unnamed offi^ 
aal dealing with the -event 
South Korea, said ' 



hoped the Seoul gov^SeTWv 
would allow tbe equipment 
he transported via tne inter?sy!» .. '? a;; 

Korean border village of Pan- V 
tnunjom. The show is expect- V*. 

ged to be held either on ai , ^ : 


8 or July 9, the daily 
North Korea’s fou 
father Kim Il-Sung fr 
July 8 last year. 
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